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Date of next meeting and events :- 
Next meeting :- Friday November 13

th
 

8.00 pm a t Baskerville . 
*    *    * 

Mycroft’s Memorial Concert at Guilsfield 
Church on Saturday 31

st
 October 7.30 pm 

.  Admission £5.  Al proceeds to 
Shropshire Cat Rescue          

*    *    *    *    * 

Minutes of meeting held in 
The Raven Inn, Welshpool at 1.00 pm 
on Wednesday 26

th
 August.   2015 

 

1. Apologies for absence received from Heidi, Phil, Colin, 
Michael and Martin. 

2. Present were Dennis, Stephanie, Ian, Annie, Joan and 
Roy. 

3. Date of next meeting to be Friday 25th September, 8.00 
pm at Baskerville 

4. Mycroft’s Memorial Concert to be on Saturday 31st 
October, 7.30 pm., at Guilsfield Church. Admission is £5, 
and all proceeds to be given to Shropshire Cat Rescue. 

5. Michael to investigate the possibility of setting up 
Facebook account for the Deerrstalkers.. 

6. Big news expected soon. 
7. AOB – nothing! 

                                             

         Meeting closed at 1.20 pm.  -  followed by a hearty meal! 
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Minutes of the meeting held in Baskerville at 

8.00 pm on Friday 25th September 2015 

 
1. Apologies received for absence – none. 
2. Present : Ian, Dennis, Colin, Phil, Heidi, Roy, Joan, 

Martin and Michael. 
3. Minutes of the meeting held in The Raven Inn on 

Wednesday 25th August at 1.00 pm were read, approved 
and signed. 

4. Date of the next meeting to be on Friday 13th November 
at 8.00 pm at Baskerville. 

5. Mycroft’s Memorial Concert to be on Saturday 31st 
Oct..7.30 pm in Guilsfield Church. Admission £5 and all 
profits to be given to Shropshire Cat Rescue/ 

6. The possibility of  a Sherlock Holmes Museum  in 
Welshpool in a building acquired by Martin’s mother.  It 
had also been suggested that the Deerstalkers might 
keep their library there as well as a place to hold 
meetings . However, the expense of hiring the rooms, 
although very reasonable in commercial terms, was 
completely beyond our current financial capabilities.  
Martin was greatly praised for being so enterprising. Roy 
offered Martin his collection of Sherlockiana  for 
permanent display. 

7. Advertising – pens advertising the Deerstalkers were 
distributed, five to each member present, to give to 
people who might do our society some good (hopefully!) 

8. Roy drew attention to the fact that the Tourist Centre had 
not got any of our advertising material -  Roy said he 
would soon put that right.  Ian pointed out that the quality 
of our leaflets were not up to standard 

9. AOB – none! 
                               

                            Meeting ended at 9.30 pm 
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E-mails received  -   a new book. 
 

Roy Upton-Holder, 

The Deerstalkers of Welshpool,  

146 Little Henfaes Drive , 

Welshpool,  

SY21 7BA  

GREAT BRITAIN  

Dear Holmesians,  

 

Greetings.  

 

    I happen to be a cricket historian, and write for 

cricketcountry.COm, the cricket web channel of Zee India (the third 

most popular cricket website in the world). And of course, I am a 

Holmesian, else you would not be reading my letter.  

    Sherlock Holmes solved the case of A Study in Scarlett in 1881.  

    Among the many, many accomplishments and activities of the 

great detective was a monograph on the deciphering of the types of 

tobacco ash.  

    What struck me was that the lore of The Ashes — the traditional 

cricketing contest between England and Australia — came into being 

in 1882, the year after the first documented adventure of Sherlock 

Holmes. Is it improbable that the great detective, moreover the 

author of the monograph on tobacco ash, was instrumental in solving 

some mystery that gave rise to the tradition of The Ashes?  

    The result of this thought, and some serious effort it induced, is the 

book which you now find enclosed with this letter — Sherlock Holmes 

and the Birth of The Ashes.  
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    In the novel, the events that take place at The Oval on that August 

day of 1882 are all very true to what actually occurred, both in the 

playing arena and the pavilion. The involvement of Holmes and 

Watson are also built into the sequence, and remain true to the 

timelines, individual characteristics etc. as outlined in the canon and 

agreed to by various Holmesian scholars.  

    Additionally, a lot of the dialogue in the pavilion, and the events 

that are described as taking place during the voyage of the 

Australians, actually took place and are historically accurate. And 

finally, the way Holmes and Watson were involved in the creation of 

one of the most enduring traditions of cricket will doubtless be of 

plenty of interest to you and all the Holmes fans around the world.  

    So, here is hoping that you enjoy the book and — if so inclined — 

include it in your  website/publications etc.  

Many Thanks and Best Regards, 

 

Arunabha Sengupta, 

  

Oberonstraat 16,  

1183 PE  

Amstelveen,  

Noord Holland,  

The Netherlands  

senaiki@gmail.com  

+41763069844 (mobile)  

 
 
 
 
* 
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Received on 28th Sept. 
 

Dear Roy, 
 
    I hope you are well. I’m pleased to be sending through the attached 
details of Sherlock Holmes’s London by Rose Shepherd which we 
publish in October. 
    Sherlock Holmes’s London is a guide to the areas of London 
featured in the original Sherlock Holmes stories by Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle, and also the newer locations featured in films and TV 
adaptations of his work. Each chapter covers an area of the city, from 
Westminster to the east-end docks, exploring the places in which 
Sherlock Holmes and Doctor Watson solved their mysteries, and 
elaborating on their history and relevance to Sherlock Holmes’s cases. 
With both old and contemporary photographs, illustrations, maps, 
posters, theatre programmes and newspaper headlines, Sherlock 
Holmes’s London offers an insight into the key role of the city in the 
life and work of Sherlock Holmes, from 1885 to the present day, and 
particularly investigates changing attitudes towards crime, 
punishment and policing. 
    Merging anecdotes, quotations from the Sherlock stories, maps and 
quirky historical facts this wonderful guide will have you itching to 
explore more of Sherlock Holmes’s London. 
     Review copies are available so please do let me know if you’d like 
to receive one. 
Best wishes, 
Yvonne 
 
Yvonne Doolan 
Senior Publicity Manager 
CICO BOOKS 
20-21 Jockey's Fields 
London WC1R 4BW 
 
T: 020 7025 2240 
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http://www.rylandpeters.com 

 
CICO Books | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | Pinterest | Tumblr 

* 
I replied, and received this reply:- 

 

Dear Roy, 
 
Thanks for your response. I can send you a copy in tomorrow’s post. 
Do you mind sending through the best postal address? 
 
Have a lovely evening. 
 
Yvonne 
 

*    *    *    * 

LIBRARY UPDATE 
DENNIS J DUGGAN (BR, HONS) 

LIBRARIAN 
  

SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE BIRTH OF THE ASHES, BY 

ARUNABHA SENGUPTA   The Oval, 1882.  W G Grace, the great 

champion of English cricket, and Fred 'The Demon' Spofforth, that 

diabolical Australian demon bowler, are locked in a titanic tussle as 

England and Australia play out a thriller of a match.  The day when 

giants clashed, sparks flew and the lore of the Ashes was born.  We 

know all about that. 
    But it has seldom been revealed that in the pavilion on that famous 

August day sat Sherlock Holmes, his services recruited by Charles W 

Alcock, Secretary of the Surrey County Cricket Club.  After more than 

100 years the facts of the matter have finally been made public.  Dr 

Watson's account of the sensational events has at long last seen the 

light of day. 
  

http://www.rylandpeters.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CICOBooks
https://twitter.com/cicobooks
https://instagram.com/cicobooks/
https://www.pinterest.com/rpscicobooks/
http://cicomindbodyspirit.tumblr.com/
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    We are taken on a journey of knuckle-cracking,  nail-biting cricket 

action along with suspense, tension, villainy and death and the birth of 

the Ashes. 
                     Published 2015, paperback, 199pages 
  

* 
SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE RED DEMON, BY LARRY 

MILLETT   When a cunning villain sets out to destroy the Great 

Northern Railway, Holmes comes face-to-face with all manner of 

frontier characters including two-fisted railroad men, rough-and-

tumble lumberjacks and a one-eyed teamster.  He also becomes 

especially attentive to one beautiful woman's (and suspect's) charms.  

But charm gives way to terror when Holmes finds himself facing a vile 

arsonist known as the Red Demon on a lonely bridge in a circle of 

death. 
    'Never, 'says Watson, 'was Holmes more magnificent than at that 

moment.' 
               First published 1996, paperback, 334 pages. 

*    *    *    *    *    *    *     

E-mail received 6
th

 August:- 

 

On October 27th, 2015 Vintage Crime/Black Lizard will publish THE 
BIG BOOK OF SHERLOCK HOLMES STORIES—the BIGGEST 
collection of Sherlock Holmes Stories EVER assembled. Edgar Award-
winning editor OTTO PENZLER returns with his latest Big Book 
anthology, featuring 83 Sherlockian tales sure to charm all who enjoy 
the remarkable detective who dominates countless books, films, and 
TV shows.  
Arguably no other literary character in history has been as enduringly 
popular as Sherlock Holmes. As Penzler says in his Introduction, 
“about a hundred years ago Sherlock Holmes was described as one of 
the three most famous people who ever lived, the other two being 
Jesus and Houdini.” From his first appearance, in Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s 1887 novella A Study in Scarlet, readers have loved reading 
about him—and writers have loved writing about him. Here, Penzler 
collects 83 stories about Holmes and Dr. John H. Watson—parodies 
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and pastiches inspired by Doyle’s creation. Doyle wrote sixty Sherlock 
Holmes stories and “more than a hundred times that number have 
been written by other authors,” according to Penzler.  
Among these pages are stories by acclaimed Sherlockians Leslie S. 
Klinger, Laurie R. King, Lyndsay Faye and Daniel Stashower; by 
literary luminaries like Kenneth Millar, P. G. Wodehouse, Dorothy B. 
Hughes, Stephen King, and Neil Gaiman; and by Conan Doyle’s 
contemporaries J.M. Barrie, O. Henry, and August Derleth. 
Never has there been a better time for an anthology of Sherlock 
Holmes-inspired stories. The past several years we have seen a great 
resurgence in the character’s popularity, as Benedict Cumberbatch’s 
already iconic portrayal in the BBC’s Sherlock continues to enthrall 
fans, as Jonny Lee Miller and Lucy Liu take Holmes and Watson into 
new territory in CBS’s Elementary, and finally, as Robert Downey, Jr.’s 
Sherlock Holmes franchise attests.  
I hope you’ll consider featuring this anthology in your publication this 
fall, and in any gift guides you might be planning around the holidays. 
Please let me know if I can provide you with a review copy when they 
become available. 

*** 
THE BIG BOOK OF SHERLOCK HOLMES STORIES 

The Most Complete Collection of Sherlock Holmes Stories Ever 
Assembled 

Edited and with an Introduction by Otto Penzler 
A Vintage Crime/Black Lizard Original 

ISBN: 978-1-101-87261-1 
On Sale: October 27th, 2015 

**A simultaneous deluxe hardcover will be released by Pantheon** 
ABOUT OTTO PENZLER: Otto Penzler is the proprietor of The 
Mysterious Bookshop in New York City. He was publisher of The 
Armchair Detective, the founder of the Mysterious Press and the 
Armchair Detective Library, and created the publishing firm Otto 
Penzler Books. He has twice received the Edgar Award as well as the 
Ellery Queen Award from the Mystery Writers of America for his many 
contributions to the field. He most recently edited the anthology The 
Big Book of Christmas Mysteries and New York Times besteller The 
Black Lizard Big Book of Pulps. In addition, he is editor of several 
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other Black Lizard titles, including The Vampire Archives, Zombies! 
Zombies! Zombies!, and The Black Lizard Big Book of Black Mask 
Stories. 

Praise for Otto Penzler: 
“Penzler, the prime minister of crime fiction, delivers the goods.” –
Book Page 
“[Penzler] knows this turf.” –Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
“If there’s some star around which they mystery world orbits, it might 
well be Otto Penzler, who is widely considered one of the world’s 
foremost authorities on the genre.” –Los Angeles Review of Books 
  

ABOUT THE BOOK: The illustrious Otto Penzler collects eighty-three 
wonderful stories about Sherlock Holmes and Dr. John Watson, 
published over a span of more than a hundred years. Featuring pitch-
perfect cases by acclaimed modern-day Sherlockians Leslie S. Klinger, 
Laurie R. King, Lyndsay Faye and Daniel Stashower; pastiches by 
literary luminaries both classic (P. G. Wodehouse, Dorothy B. Hughes, 
Kingsley Amis) and current (Anne Perry, Stephen King, Colin Dexter); 
and parodies by Conan Doyle’s contemporaries A. A. Milne, James M. 
Barrie, and O. Henry, not to mention genre-bending cases by science-
fiction greats Poul Anderson and Michael Moorcock.  
 
No matter if your favorite Holmes is Basil Rathbone, Jeremy Brett, 
Robert Downey, Jr., or Benedict Cumberbatch, whether you are a 
lifelong fan or only recently acquainted with the Great Detective, 
readers of all ages are sure to enjoy The Big Book of Sherlock Holmes 
Stories. 
 
The Book Includes: 
- Over a century’s worth of cases, from Conan Doyle’s 1890s parodies 
of his own creation to Neil Gaiman’s “The Case of Death and 
Honey”—first published in 2011 
- Appearances by those other great detectives Hercule Poirot and C. 
Auguste Dupin 
- 15 Edgar Award–winning authors and 5 Mystery Writers of America 
Grand Masters 
- Stories by Laurie R. King, Colin Dexter, Anthony Burgess, Anne 
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Perry, Stephen King, P.G. Wodehouse, Kingsley Amis, and many, 
many more. 
  

Angelina Venezia | Senior Publicist 
Vintage & Anchor Books  
The Knopf Doubleday Group | Penguin Random House 
1745 Broadway | New York, NY 10019 
avenezia@penguinrandomhouse.com | 212-572-2642 

 
*    *    *    *    *    *    * 

BODY IN THE BOOKSHOP 

A SPECIAL EVENING FOR DEERSTALKERS 
Arranged by MARTIN RIFFEL 
MARKET HALL, WELSHPOOL 

THURSDAY AUGUST 13TH 2015 AT 6PM 

Report by Dennis J. Duggan BR (Hons.) 
  
DEERSTALKERS PRESENT - Martin, Michael, Dennis, Roy, 

Joan  
SUPPORTER PRESENT - Stephanie 
OTHERS PRESENT - Tom Clare; Martin & Michael's father and 

stepmother; Crystal; Cherry 
APOLOGIES - Ian 
  
   This event was publicised on pages 3 and 4 of the Baker Street 

Bugle Issue 83. 
    It was immediately obvious that a huge amount of time and work 

had gone into the project, which took place at Martin's book shop.  

There was a chalk outline of the body on the floor, and an area was 

marked out with blue and white police tape.  The place was decked out 

with Sherlockian memorabilia and items of Deerstalker origin. 

    On arrival at 6pm we each paid £4 for our tickets, and purchased 

drinks from Cherry who was dealing with the refreshments.  Martin  

mailto:avenezia@randomhouse.com
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issued clipboards, which held a 

pencil and a sheet of paper to help 

us make notes and record our 

findings. 
    The aim was to solve the 

mystery of who killed Moriarty, 

plus how and why.  This could be 

done by solving five different 

 puzzles, all of which (at least in 

my opinion) required considerable 

thought and effort.  Six of us began 

work, and I admit it took me a few 

minutes to get into the swing of 

things. 

 

The outline of the body in chalk    The first puzzle (and most 

important) detailed the circumstances of the murder, along with 

various documents and a list of possible suspects.   Stephanie later 

regretted that she had paid too little attention to this section of the 

game, and thereby missed the significance of  later clues.  Next we 

worked our way through the other four puzzles, which were fiendishly 

difficult.  However, Tom and Crystal were on hand to offer subtle 

advice but without giving too much away.  This enabled me to make 

some progress, especially with the clocks and the three riddles. 
    After solving the fifth puzzle, it was theoretically possible to arrive 

at the correct solution.  I duly completed my entry form and handed it 

in, at which point I was advised I had correctly answered three 

correctly - but not which three!! 
     I was then given the opportunity to give up or have another try, and 

I opted for the former.  Martin handed me a sealed envelope which 

contained a key to 221b Baker Street, along with a detailed account of 

the correct answers. 
    Stephanie also had three out of five, though I do not know how the 

other contestants fared.  I believe there was a special prize for the 

correct solution, but so far as I know it was not claimed.  
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    We finished around 8.30pm, and all agreed it had been a most 

interesting and unusual evening.  Certainly it had become even more 

apparent just how much work had gone into the event. 
    It was a shame that only three Deerstalkers were able to take part, 

the other three people were not official members.  However I am sure 

there were good reasons for that, and one can't be everywhere.  That 

said, it would probably have been quite difficult if everyone had 

turned up!  Those of you who have been to Martin's bookshop will 

know that space is at a premium, and even with only six contestants 

we sometimes found ourselves queuing up at the puzzles. 
    Congratulations to Martin and his team of helpers for making the 

event so memorable.  I understand the proceeds will go to charity. 
*     

Further comments by Roy:- 
 

 

    I thoroughly 

endorse all the 

comment written by 

Dennis. 

    First of all, I must 

congratulate Martin 

who organised a 

brilliant evening’s 

entertainment, with 

help from his brother 

Michael, Chrysta and 

Tom. 

    Fortunately, I had 

my camera with me 

(thanks to Joan) and 

so was able to record 

the event for you to 

see. 
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                This list of suspects will be well known to all Sherlockians. 
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The clues are coming thick and fast! 
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Two detectives hard at work. 

 

 
So this is London? 
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Thank goodness for the Thames! 

 

 
Clock-watching sometimes pays – time is running out 
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And the solution………………came in n official looking envelope, clearly marked 

221B, with a silber 221b key on a chain…………………….. 

 

I guess you want to know who did it then...  

 

I always suspected that like myself, James Moriarty, had also survived the 

Reichenhach falls, as it was clear to me that in his falling there were only two 

obstacles that stood in his way but would not cause his death.  

    So forward a few years and 1 hear that Moriarty, is in London and out for 

revenge! Therefore, I had to act quickly and weigh up the possibilities of who 

would get to whom first. If he were to get to me first, there would be hundreds 

in danger, but if I were to get him, although it would be the end for me, I would 

be serving the great people of London and removing one of the most dangerous 

people in the world, in just one simple strike.  

    Therefore, my mind was made up ...yes it was I who did it...but this was my 

last case...Before I am taken to Scotland Yard, pray, let me tell you how I did 

the deed...  

    As you will probably already have worked out, I had to get Moriarty to meet 

with me without him knowing who he was supposed to be meeting with. 

Therefore, I went about gathering associates of Moriarty’s gang together for a 

meeting.. .a meeting to track down Sherlock Holmes, in order to get revenge!  

    However, I needed to go about the organising of this event, without putting 

myself at risk and so I needed a disguise. Therefore I became, Juan Murillo, one 

of Moriarty’s associates. For this I had to visit the tailor and opticians so that 

the disguise would be just right. I knew that I needed to be smart about each 

step, as Moriarty would see past the disguise if we were to meet face to face. 

Therefore, I started off by arranging to meet with Von Bork and as I had also 

planned, Sebastian Moran, had heard about our meeting and would too follow 

to see what the discussion was about. From this I then learnt that Moriarty had 

tricked poor Irene Adler into thinking that I was in some sort of danger and so 
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she also attended the meeting, unbeknown to Moriarty, in order to overhear the 

future plans for Sherlock. However, unbeknown to her I attended the meeting.  

    The last piece of the puzzle was Moriarty’s new ally Lysander Stark, who 

helped Moriarty recuperate back to health and brought him back to London. And 

thus concluded the group. 

    The best method I felt to use to kill Moriarty’s was by overdosing him on 

medication as he would not be suspecting this. I deduced that he would be on a 

strong dose of aspirin to combat the constant aches from his fall. So an improved 

dose of Aspirin would be enough to end him and thus my trip to the chemist the 

morning of the incident. He always took a soda water with ice at twelve each 

day, in order to take his medicine and so by spiking all of the ice; it would ensure 

that he would get the increased dose. So I paid the bookshop a visit earlier that 

day in order to spike the ice. For all the others who would also consume some this 

would not cause them any harm, but perhaps make them a little sleepy.  

    So now you know the truth, it had to be done...Thanks for solving the case, I 

feel I can now leave this country in your safe hands, good luck!  

 

Yours Faithfully,  

 

 

Mr S. Holmes  

* 

 

Well done Martin, and helpers, for a wonderful evening’s 

entertainment. 

I understand that Martin is planning another such event  -  if you 

missed this one, make sure that you don’t miss the next one.  

 

ROY 


