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Date of next meeting and events :- 
Meeting :- Wednesday, 26

th
 August, 2015  

at an undecided time in Llandrindod Wells.            
*    *    *    *    * 

The Great Hiatus 
Destination – Llandrimdod Wells, during 

their Victorian Week, Wednesday 26
th

  
August, leaving 146 Little Henfaes Drive at 

9.30 am. 
*    *    *    *    *    * 

Minutes of AGM  held at 
Baskerville on Friday 8

th
 May 

2015. 
 

1. Present were Ian, Colin, Dennis, Roy, Joan, Phil, Heidi, 
Martin and Michael. 

2. Apologies received – none. 
3. Next meeting to be on Friday 10th July, 8.00 pm at 

Baskerville. 
4. Appointment of officers – to remain the same. 
5. Treasurer’s Report  (copies given to all members 

present) – accepted. 
6. Librarian’s Report – no activity since 2012 !  Roy to order 

new set of Douglas Wilmer’s  performances as Sherlock 
Holmes on 4 DVDs. 

7. Chairman’s Report – little to report. 
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8. Great Hiatus – suggestion that Llandrindod Wells during 
their Victorian Week (Aug.24th  - 28th ) could be a strong 
possibility. 

9. Quiz book – Ian and Martin to produce it, about 50 
copies, in the autumn. 

10. Articles to be in by August 31st.   
 
    Meeting ended  9-05 pm 

*    *    *    *    *    * 
 
 

Minutes of meeting held in 
Baskerville at 8.00 pm on 

 Friday 10
th
 July 2015 

 
1. Present : Roy, Ian, Mike Davis, Dennis, Colin, 

Heidi, Martin and Michael. 
2. Apologies for absence from Phil. 
3. Date of next meeting to be 26th August at 

Llandrindod Wells. 
4. Minutes of last meeting were read, approved, and 

were signed by Ian. 
5. The Great Hiatus – it was decided that our 

destination should be Llandrindod Wells during 
heir Victorian Week, on Wednesday 26th August, 
and we leave Baskerville at 9.30 am. 

6. BOOK PROJECT – will go ahead on 31st August – 
any further articles must be in by before then. 

7. On the library front, Dennis said all was rather 
quiet BUT since having the Douglas Wilmer CDs 
there had been  some activity. He also praised 
Wilmer’s performances saying that , in his opinion, 
he was better than Brett or Rathbone. 

8. Martin said he would be organising a ‘Body in the 
Bookshop’ event, especially for members on 
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Thursday 13th August at 7.00 pm.  Refreshments 
will be available.  Proceeds will go to charities, 
Hope House and Parkinson’s. 
 

Meeting ended at 9.15 pm 

*    *    *    *    *    * 

Death of Mycroft (our cat) on 28th May 2015 
 

 

 

 
 

   Mycroft never missed a meeting in the eight years that we had him. 
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He never killed a bird or a mouse, or stole any food, during that time – 

we miss him very much. 

    He suffered from hyperthyroidism, pancreatitis and then developed 

a tumour on the upper part of his intestine. 

 
Mycroft coming out of the Diogenes Club for his first TV 

appearance.  

 

*    *    *    *    * 

Mycroft’s Memorial Concert 
 

     A special memorial concert will be held in Guilsfield Church on 

Saturday evening at 7.30 pm, 31
st
 October, 2015. 
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     The concert will be given by our best pupils, all of whom knew 

Mycroft, and will contain a varied programme of music for piano and 

wind instruments. 

Admission  £5 

All proceeds will be given to Shropshire Cat Rescue.  
 

*    *    *    *    * 
 

REVIEW OF THE DOUGLAS WILMER BBC 

SERIES 
(ORIGINALLY TRANSMITTED 1964/65) 

NOW ON DVD 

DENNIS J DUGGAN (BR, HONS) 
  

There are four DVD's in the set, three containing three episodes and 

one with four.  These are: The Speckled Band 18th May 1964; The 

Illustrious Client 20th February 1965; The Devil's Foot 27th February 

1965; The Copper Beeches 6th March 1965; The Red-Headed League 

13th March 1965; The Abbey Grange 20th March 1965; The Six 

Napoleons 27th March 1965; The Man With The Twisted Lip 3rd 

April 1965; The Beryl Coronet 10th April 1965; The Bruce-Partington 

Plans 17th April 1965; Charles Augustus Milverton 24th April 1965; 

The Retired Colourman 1st May 1965; The Disappearance Of Lady 

Frances Carfax 8th May 1965. 
  
In 1965 I was seventeen years old, and had been at work for less than a 

year.  TV was black and white, and we had a choice of three channels - 

BBC1, BBC2 and ITV.  No mobile phones, computers, i-pods, e-mail, 

internet, twitter or facebook etc.  Entertainment was basically the 

cinema, TV or books. 
  
Included with the DVD's is an excellent booklet which gives a 

background to the series.  Some of it is technical, and I guess that only 

Deerstalker Ian will understand the content.  Each episode is listed 
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separately with a cast list, précis of the story and details of the 

production team. 
  
At the time of writing (May 31st) I have watched the first six 

episodes.  Each one is excellent, and in my opinion Douglas Wilmer's 

portrayal of Holmes is the equal of Jeremy Brett's.  Nigel Stock is 

superb as Watson.  He avoids the temptation to play the part as a 

buffoon, yet conveys the character's frequent bewilderment as Holmes 

works his way through the cases. 
  
Several well-known names appear, including Peter Wyngarde, Ballard 

Berkeley, Patrick Troughton, Patrick Wymark, Nyree Dawn Porter, 

Anton Rodgers, Leonard Sachs, David Burke, Allan Cuthbertson, 

Maurice Denham and Joss Ackland. 
  
By today's standards the presentation is perhaps a little stagey, though 

many are intercut with scenes filmed on location.  That said, the sets 

and acting are of a universally high standard. 
  
Each story is told in a straight-forward manner, with no gimmicks.  

This is a pleasant change from so many of today's TV programmes, 

which seem to cater for viewers who have the attention span of a gnat. 
  
I think we could do worse than watch two or three episodes one 

evening at Baskerville.  Enjoyment guaranteed! 

 

*    *    *    *    *    * 
ROY – I’ve been the first one to borrow the DVD set, and have 

already seen two of the cases – The Six Napoleons and The Man with 

the Twisted Lip. 

   I was very impressed with the with the performances which were 

very faithful to the original stories.   

   Another thing which I particularly liked was the fact that there was 

no background music (sounds an odd thing for a musician to write!) – 



9 

 

but I think it adds to the authenticity of the story.  After all, we don’t 

walk around hearing music being played (unless you have a Walkman 

/ smart phone / I player plugged into your ear! ). 

    Joan and I are looking forward to seeing the rest of the cases. 

    We thought that Dennis’s review was excellent, and his suggestion 

that they could be shown one evening was a good one.  

 

*    *     *    *    *    * 

A Sherlock Holmes teapot 

 

 
Moriarty at work! 
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But on the other side are the good guys………………… 

 

 

 
 

 

     I really can’t remember where, or when, I bought this teapot but I 

have got other ones which will be featured in future issues of the 

Baker Street Bugle. 

 

   Other bits and pieces of my collection will appear from time to time. 

 

   Have you got any photos of memorabilia that you would like to 

share with fellow members? 
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Received by e-mail -: 

 

If you happen to be in London……………………………….! 
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Deerstalkers of Welshpool -  

Chairman’s report for 2015 

 
The past year has been a fairly quiet one in comparison with the 

previous year but very enjoyable all the same. 

 

The Great Hiatus was a trip on the Severn Valley Railway from 

Bridgnorth  to Kidderminster, with the meeting being held in one of 

the coaches – a ‘first’ for the Deerstalkers, and the first time Mycroft 

(our cat) had not been present at a meeting. 

 

Another ‘first’ was the Games Evening, organised by Martin and 

Michael Riffel, on Wednesday 22
nd

 October 2014, at The King’s Head 

in Guilsfield.  Not only was the event entertaining, which included an 

excellent quiz devised by Martin and Michael, but food was instantly 

available, if required.  We look forward to another Games Night in the 

not too distant future. 

 

Our excellent library, in Dennis’s capable hands, is continually having 

items added to it. 

When Eurwyn remarked that with the publishing of his special edition 

of Y Cylch Brith (The Speckled Band) he would have to research 

some information on Sherlock Holmes, he needed only to ask Dennis 

who would have suggested the best books and DVDs to become an 

expert! 

 

Mrs. Hudson’ Annual Dinner Party held on January 24
th

 2015 at The 

Royal Oak was also a great success – and the first time that we have 

had a brilliant violinist to play solos in the true Holmes tradition. 

 

On Saturday evening 21
st
 March, Roy and Joan organised a special 

showing of vintage Holmes films at Baskerville – another ‘first’. 
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The publishing of our Library Book, and the BOOK Project, has not 

been forgotten. 

 

Here’s to 2016. 

 

*    *    *    *    * 

The Six Napoleons of Baltimore ( USA ) 
 
   Now, it so happens that I’ve been a member of the above society 

since  2004, or thereabouts.  

    Recently they have started a newsletter, and the Deerstalkers were 

mentioned in it as follows :- 

 

The Deerstalkers of Welshpool, from Roy 
Upton-Holder, Napoleon #238, Via Bill Hyder, 
Napoleon #76 
 Below is an excerpt from an e-mail which the Deerstalkers of 

Welshpool received from the BBC. 

 On Monday 23 March the British Film Institute are releasing 

the BBC’s 1965 Sherlock Holmes series on DVD for the first time in 

the UK.  Starring Douglas Wilmer and Nigel Stock, their portrayals 

are critically lauded and are possibly the closest yet to Conan Doyle’s 

original vision for the characters. 

 This long-awaited release features all 12 episodes of the 

original series as well an array of fascinating special features.  These 

include two reconstructions of partially-surviving episodes, an 

alternative presentation of the “Detectives” pilot episode, an 

alternative title sequence, an interview with Douglas Wilmer, and a 

number of newly-recorded audio commentaries. 

 This wealth of special features, along with the contextualising 

details in the accompanying booklet, are bound to fascinate fans of 
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fiction’s most famous detective and would certainly be of great 

interest to your members. 

The Crew of the S.S. Mayday, from Roy-Upton-
Holder via Bill Hyder 
 Within the meat of this 16-page newsletter is an article 

describing the annual outing of Ross’s Belfast Sherlock Homes society 

on May 13
th
, 2015. 

 To mark the 90th anniversary of Dr. and Mrs. Doyles visit, 

Oscar Ross, the society’s Captain of the day, will be leading a guided 

walk which takes in many of the sites associated with ACD’s week-

long visit to Belfast in 1925. It was a controversial event, peppered 

with preachers, pickets, and press censorship. 

 Included in the itinerary will be the offices of the four daily 

newspapers which covered the visit.  We are forever in their debt; 

without such full coverage by these dedicated journalists, our 

knowledge of the visit would have been hanging by a few threads.   

Also in their sights are the former shop sites of the three leading 

booksellers (two of the buildings are still in situ), who sold the tickets 

for ACD’s spiritualist lectures. 

 

 

Roy 

 

*    *    *    *    * 

LIBRARY UPDATE 
DENNIS J DUGGAN (BR HONS) 

LIBRARIAN 
JULY 6TH 2015 

  
Prolegomenon to the Solution of the Enigma Concerning 'Mrs 

Turner' by Hugo Koch.  This is a signed copy of a monograph limited 

to one hundred copies, ours is No 63.  It is a somewhat scholarly 
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attempt to explain why Dr Watson made occasional references to a 

Mrs Turner, rather than Mrs Hudson. 
  
The Red- Headed League  read by Derek Jacobi.  An audio CD, 

running time 58 minutes, originally supplied by The Telegraph 
  
Silver Blaze  read by Derek Jacobi.  An audio CD, running time 68 

minutes, originally supplied by The Telegraph. 
  
Why not borrow one, or both, to wile away the time on a tedious car 

journey? 
  
THE LAST VAMPYRE  DVD starring Jeremy Brett and Edward 

Hardwicke. Originally televised in 1993, the running time is 101 

minutes.  Part of The Daily Mail Classic Detectives series. 
  
MAYDAYMAYDAY   Newsletter 134, May 2015, Sherlock Holmes 

Society of Belfast.  Roy sends these via e-mail, but has printed and 

bound this copy for the library.  It makes an interesting comparison 

with our own Baker Street Bugle. 
  

*    *    *    *    * 

Collector’s attention (e-mail received) 

 
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

I am pleased to announce that we provide the third delivery of the 

Sherlockians collection. A recreation Baker Street in a limited series of 

miniature featuring the legendary characters of the  Shelockian 

universe. 

 

3º Issue: The Ladies. 

-  Irene Adler 
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-  Mrs Hudson 

 

2º Issue: Scotland Yard. 

-  Lestrade Inspector. 

-  Bobby 

  

1º Issue: Detectives . 

-  Mr Sherlock Holmes. 

-  Dr. Watson 

  

- Figures size approximately 7 cm. 

- Handcrafted in resin. 

- Individually painted by hand  

- A limited and numbered edition of 100 sets 

- Includes Certificate of Authenticity. 

- Single Figure Price - 35 € - Pack of 2 figures for 65. 

 

If you have any question, please contact us. 

Isabel 

http://www.marconavas.com/ 

 
*    *    *    *    *    * 

Sherlock Holmes and the Official 

Force 

 
    Holmes worked with, and met, a lot of members of the official force 

in the course of his investigations. 

    I thought it might be useful to have a list to which one could refer . 

 

Police Constables 
 
P.C. Barret  -  The Second Stain 
P.C. Cooke  -  The Five Orange Pips 

http://www.marconavas.com/
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P.C. Downing  -  Wisteria Lodge 
                            “He belonged to the Surrey Police.”  -  Watson 

P.C. MacPherson   -  The Second Stain 
                                 “ The big constable” -  Watson.                                  

P.C. Pollack  - The Stockbrokers Clerk 
P.C. John Rance – A Study in Scarlet. 
                                 “ On night patrol, he discovered the dead body of Enoch 
Drebber” 

P.C. Walters  -  Wisteria Lodge 
                             “In the Surrey Constabulary”  -  Watson 

P.C. Wilson  -  The Golden Pince-nez 
                         “A Kentish constable”  -  Watson 
 

Police sergeants 
 
Sergeant Coventry  -  The Problem of Thor Bridge 
                                    “ Of the local Hampshire police”.   -   Watson 

Sergeant Tuson  -  The Stockbrokers Clerk 
                               “ A member of the City of London Police”.  -  Watson 

Sergeant Wilson (Sussex Police)  -  The Valley of Fear 
 
Detectives 
 
Mr. Edmunds  -  The Veiled Lodger 
Mr. Forbes  -  The Naval Treaty 
Athelney Jones  -  The Sign of the Four 
White Mason  -  Valley of fear 
Merivale (of Scotland Yard)  -  Shoscombe Old Place 
Youghall(C.I.D.)  -  Mazarine Stone 
 
Police Inspectors 
 
Dardle  _  The Crooked Man 
Barton  -  Man with the Twisted Lip 
Bradstreet  -  Man with the Twisted Lip / Engineer’s Thumb / 
Blue Carbuncle  
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Sam Brown  -  Sign of the Four 
Forrester  -  The Reigate Squires 
Gregory  -  Silver Blaze 
Tobias Gregson  -  Study in Scarlet / The Greek Interpreter / 
Wisteria Lodge / The Red Circle 
Hill  -  The Six Napoleons 
Stanley Hopkins (of Scotland Yard) -  Black Peter / The Abbey 
Grange / The Golden Pince-nez 
Lanner  -  The Resident Patient 
Lestrade  -  Study in Scarlet /  The Sign of the Four / The      
                     Boscombe Valley Mystery /  
                      The Noble Bachelor /The Hound of the  
                     Baskervilles / The Empty House / The 
                      Norwood Builder / Charles Augustus Milverton /  
                      The Six Napoleons / The Second Stain 
                      The Cardboard Box / The Bruce-Parington Plans /  
                      The Three Garridebs 
                      The Disappearance of Lady Frances Carfax 
Alec MacDonald  -  The Valley of Fear 
McKinnon  -  Retired Colourman 
Martin  -  The Dancing Men 
Montgomery  -  The Cardboard Box 
Morton  -  The Dying Detective 
Patterson  -  The Final Problem 
 
 
Private detectives 
 
Birdy Edwards  -  Pinkerton Detective Agency 
                                    “the agency’s best man.” 

* 

If I’ve left any out, please let me know. 

Thanks. 

Roy 
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Musical Holmes 
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A new book by 

Alistair Duncan 

 

 

NO BETTER PLACE: 
ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE, 
WINDLESHAM 
AND COMMUNICATION WITH THE 
OTHER 
SIDE (1907-1930) 
The third and final volume of Alistair Duncan’s 
outstanding biography of Arthur 
Conan Doyle is due from MX Publishing on the 
10th August. 
This 440-page paperback completes the trilogy that began with 

The Norwood Author - Arthur Conan Doyle 
and the Norwood Years (1891 - 1894) and continued with An 
Entirely New Country - Arthur Conan Doyle, 
Undershaw and the Resurrection of Sherlock Holmes (1897-
1907) . 
As David Stuart Davies notes in his foreword, “There are few 
individuals who could cram so much activity and 
incident into their lives while at the same time bringing great 
pleasure to so many.” 

No Better Place can be pre-ordered from the publisher at 
http://www.mxpublishing.co.uk, or from Amazon, at 

£14.99, €16.99 or $19.95. 


