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Date of next meeting 
 The next meeting, which is the AGM, will be at 8-00 pm on 

Friday, May 16
th

  at Baskerville. 
*    *    *    * 

Welcome to new member Michael Riffel of Welshpool. 

Michael is the younger brother of Martin Riffel who is our 

Games Master.  There is a special feature on Martin in this 

issue. 

*   *   *   *   *    

Minutes of meeting held at 8.00 pm on Friday 21
st
 March, 

2014 at Baskerville, 

 

1.  Apologies for absence from Martin and Michael 

2. Present were Ian, Heidi, Phil, Colin, Dennis, Joan and Roy. 

3. Minutes of the meeting on 10
th
 January, read, approved and signed 

4. Date of next meeting (the A.G.M. )will be on Friday 16
th

 May at 

8.00 pm 

5. Money from the sale of the copyright to be transferred to the 

Deerstalkers of Welshpool. 

6. Three new books obtained for the Library, including Encyclopaedia 

Sherlockian any Jack Tracy, Encyclopaedia Sherlockian by Bunson 

and Holmes on the Screen by Alan Barnes.  And thanks to member 

Horace Coates for donating The Bedside, Bathtub & Armchair 

Companion to Sherlock Holmes by Dick Riley and Pam McAllister. 

7. The possibility of a Sherlock Holmes Cookbook with recipes 

provided by members of The Deerstalkers and their families. 

8. A Sherlock Holmes Games evening to be arranged by Martin Riffel. 
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9. Roy asked for help for Volunteer Day to be held on Saturday, 

March 29
th

 at The Corn Exchange, from 9.00 am to noon..  Dennis 

and Colin promised to attend. 

10. Where to go for The Great Hiatus this year.  Roy suggested 

Abergavenny (Holmes investigated murders there) but there is 

nothing much to see there.  However, Phil did some instant research 

and came up with the brilliant idea of Liverpool.  Now Liverpool 

has many more Holmes connections than you might think – which 

will be pointed out further on ion this newsletter. 

                        Meeting closed at 9.15 pm. 

*    *    *    *    *     

TThhee  GGrreeaatt  HHiiaattuuss  22001144    --    LLiivveerrppooooll..  
      IItt  wwaass  aatt  tthhee  llaasstt  mmeeeettiinngg  wwhheenn  tthhee  qquueessttiioonn  aarroossee  ‘‘wwhheerree  sshhaallll  wwee  

ggoo  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr  ffoorr  TThhee  GGrreeaatt  HHiiaattuuss??’’  

          NNooww  iiff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  eevveerr  aatttteennddeedd  oonnee  ooff  oouurr  mmeeeettiinnggss  yyoouu  wwiillll  kknnooww  

tthhaatt  PPhhiill  aallwwaayyss  bbrriinnggss  hhiiss  ppoocckkeett  ccoommppuutteerr  ((ffoorr  tthhaatt  iiss  wwhhaatt  iitt  rreeaallllyy  

iiss))  wwiitthh  hhiimm,,  aanndd  wwhhiillee  wwee  aallll  fflloouunnddeerreedd,,  PPhhiill,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ddooiinngg  

iinnssttaanntt  rreesseeaarrcchh  wwhhiillee  wwee  wweerree  ttaallkkiinngg,,  ccaammee  uupp  wwiitthh  tthhee  iiddeeaa  ooff  

LLiivveerrppooooll..  

          HHee  ccaammee  aaccrroossss  aann  aarrttiiccllee  iinn  tthhee  LLiivveerrppooooll  EEcchhoo  wwhhiicchh  ssttaatteedd  tthhaatt  

LLiivveerrppooooll  hhaadd  nnoo  lleessss  tthhaann  ttwweellvvee  lliinnkkss  wwiitthh  SShheerrlloocckk  HHoollmmeess  

        TThhee  ffiirrsstt  bbeeiinngg  tthhaatt  aafftteerr  qquuaalliiffyyiinngg  aass  aa  ddooccttoorr,,  CCoonnaann  DDooyyllee’’ss  ffiirrsstt  

jjoobb  wwaass  aass  tthhee  mmeeddiicc  oonn  bbooaarrdd  aa  bbaatttteerreedd  oolldd  sstteeaammeerr  ccaalllleedd  

MMaayyuummbbaa  wwhhiicchh  ssaaiilleedd  bbeettwweeeenn  LLiivveerrppooooll  aanndd  tthhee  wweesstt  ccooaasstt  ooff  

AAffrriiccaa..  

        TThhee  sseeccoonndd  wwaass  aa  vviissiitt  iinn  11992211  bbyy  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  aaccttoorr  WWiilllliiaamm  

GGiilllleettttee  ((  ffaammoouuss  ffoorr  hhiiss  ppoorrttrraayyaallss  ooff  HHoollmmeess  ))  ppllaayyeedd  tthhee  ttiittllee  rroollee  iinn  

SShheerrlloocckk  HHoollmmeess  aatt  LLiivveerrppooooll’’ss,,  nnooww  ddeemmoolliisshheedd,,  SShhaakkeessppeeaarree  

TThheeaattrree..    TTiicckkeettss  ffoorr  tthhee  sshhooww  wweerree  ssccaarrccee  aanndd  iitt  wwaass  ssoo  ssuucccceessssffuull  

tthhaatt  iitt  llaatteerr  ttrraannssffeerrrreedd  ttoo  LLoonnddoonn’’ss  WWeesstt  EEnndd..      AAmmoonnggsstt  tthhee  ccaasstt    
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wwaass  aa  vveerryy  yyoouunngg  CChhaarrlleess  CChhaapplliinn  wwhhoo  ppllaayyeedd  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  BBiillllyy  tthhee  

ppaaggee--bbooyy  aatt  222211BB..  

        TThhee  tthhiirrdd    wwaass  tthhaatt  tthhee  aaccttoorr  JJooee  PPaassqquuaallee  ppllaayyeedd  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  

HHoollmmeess  iinn  tthhee  22001133  pprroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  HHaa  HHaa  HHoollmmeess  oonn  tthhee  LLiivveerrppooooll  

EEmmppiirree..  

      TThhee  ffoouurrtthh  wwaass  tthhaatt  tthhee  SShheerrlloocckk  HHoollmmeess  TTVV  sseerriieess,,  ssttaarrrriinngg  

JJeerreemmyy  BBrreetttt,,  wweerree  oofftteenn  ffiillmmeedd  iinn  LLiivveerrppooooll  aanndd  TThhee  WWiirrrraall  dduurriinngg    

tthhee  11998800ss  aanndd  9900ss..      AAmmoonnggsstt  tthhee  llooccaattiioonnss  uusseedd  wweerree  tthhee  PPoorrtt  ooff  

LLiivveerrppooooll  BBuuiillddiinngg,,  SSeeffttoonn  PPaarrkk,,  SSttaannlleeyy  DDoocckkss,,  tthhee  WWaallkkeerr  AArrtt  

GGaalllleerryy,,  SStt..  GGeeoorrggee’’ss  HHaallll  aanndd  KKnnoowwlleesslleeyy  HHaallll..    OOvveerr  tthhee  wwaatteerr  iitt  

aallssoo  ffiillmmeedd  oonn  HHMMSS  PPllyymmoouutthh  iinn  BBiirrkkeennhheeaadd..  

      TThhee  ffiifftthh,,  aanndd  ttoo  mmee  tthhee  mmoosstt  iimmppoorrttaanntt  lliinnkk,,  wwaass  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  BBaassiill  

RRaatthhbboonnee  lliivveedd  hheerree  ffrroomm  tthhee  aaggee  ooff  33  oonnwwaarrddss  uunnttiill  hhee  wweenntt  ttoo  lliivvee  

iinn  AAmmeerriiccaa..  

  
NNiiggiill  BBBBrruuccee  aanndd  BBaassiill  RRaatthhbboonnee  
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        HHiiss  ffuullll  nnaammee  wwaass  PPhhiilliipp  SStt..JJoohhnn  BBaassiill  RRaatthhbboonnee,,  aanndd  wwaass  bboorrnn  oonn  

1133
tthh

  JJuunnee  11889922  iinn  JJoohhaannnneessbbuurrgg,,  SSoouutthh  AAffrriiccaa,,  aanndd  ddiieedd  iinn  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  

CCiittyy,,  oonn  2211
sstt
  JJuullyy  11996677..      HHiiss  ffaatthheerr  fflleedd  ffrroomm  SSoouutthh  AAffrriiccaa,,  wwhheenn  

BBaassiill  wwaass  oonnllyy  33,,  hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  aaccccuusseedd  bbyy  tthhee  BBooeerrss  ooff  ssppyyiinngg..      

  

  
BBaassiill  RRaatthhbboonnee  aass  aa  ttwweennttiieetthh  cceennttuurryy  HHoollmmeess  iinn  aa  sscceennee  ffrroomm  

TThhee  SSccaarrlleett  CCllaaww  

  

TThheeyy  ccaammee  bbaacckk  ttoo  LLiivveerrppooooll  aass  tthhaatt  wwaass  wwhheerree  tthhee  RRaatthhbboonnee  ffaammiillyy  

wweerree  eessttaabblliisshheedd..    BBaassiill  wwaass  eedduuccaatteedd  aatt  RReeppttoonn  SScchhooooll  iinn  RReeppttoonn,,  

DDeerrbbyysshhiirree,,  aanndd  aafftteerr  lleeaavviinngg  sscchhooooll  bbeeccaammee  aa  jjuunniioorr  cclleerrkk  iinn  tthhee  

mmaarriinnee  ooffffiiccee  ooff  tthhee  LLiivveerrppooooll..  LLoonnddoonn,,  aanndd  GGlloobbee  IInnssuurraannccee  

CCoommppaannyy..    TThhee  ffaammiillyy  hhoonnee  ((GGrreeeennbbaannkk  HHoouussee))  wwaass  bbeeqquueeaatthheedd  ttoo  

tthhee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  LLiivveerrppooooll  aass  aa  hhaallll  ooff  rreessiiddeennccee  ffoorr  ssttuuddeennttss,,  aanndd  iitt  

llaatteerr  bbeeccaammee  ooffffiicceess  bbuutt  iiss  ssaaddllyy  nnooww  eemmppttyy..    DDuurriinngg  tthhee  FFiirrsstt  WWoorrlldd    

WWaarr  hhee  jjooiinneedd  tthhee  LLiivveerrppooooll  SSccoottttiisshh  RReeggiimmeenntt  bbyy  rreeqquueesstt,,  aanndd  llaatteerr  

wwoonn  tthhee  MMiilliittaarryy  CCrroossss  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ccoonnfflliicctt..  HHee  wwaanntteedd  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  aann  
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aaccttoorr  ssiinnccee  tthhee  aaggee  ooff  sseevveenn  aanndd  ssttaarrtteedd  hhiiss  aapppprreennttiisshhiipp  wwiitthh  aa  

SShhaakkeessppeeaarreeaann  ccoommppaannyy..  HHee  mmaaddee  hhiiss  ffiirrsstt  aappppeeaarraannccee  aass  

SShheerrlloocckk  HHoollmmeess  iinn  TTwweennttiieetthh  CCeennttuurryy  FFooxx’’ss  TThhee  HHoouunndd  ooff  tthhee  

BBaasskkeerrvviilllleess  iinn  11993399  ––  ttoo  mmaannyy  HHoollmmeesseeaannss  tthhiiss  iiss  ssttiillll  tthhee  ddeeffiinniittiivvee  

vveerrssiioonn..  

      TThhee  ssiixxtthh  lliinnkk  iiss  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  TThhee  SShheerrlloocckk  HHoollmmeess  ffiillmm  ssttaarriinngg  

RRoobbeerrtt  DDoowwnneeyy  JJnnrr  aanndd  JJuuddee  LLaaww  ffiillmmeedd  eexxtteennssiivveellyy    iinn  LLiivveerrppooooll  iinn  

22000088,,  nnoottaabbllyy  aarroouunndd  SSttaannlleeyy  DDoocckk..  

        TThhee  sseevveenntthh  lliinnkk  iiss  tthhaatt  LLiivveerrppooooll  ppllaayyss  aa  ssmmaallll  ppaarrtt  iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  

HHoollmmeess  ssttoorryy  AA  SSttuuddyy  iinn  SSccaarrlleett..    TThhee  ttwwoo  mmeenn  wwhhoo  wweerree  mmuurrddeerreedd  

iinn  tthhee  ssttoorryy,,  JJoosseepphh  SSttaannggeerrssoonn  aanndd  EEnnoocchh  DDrreebbbbeerr,,  wweerree  bbootthh  oonn  

tthheeiirr  wwaayy  ttoo  LLiivveerrppooooll  ffrroomm  LLoonnddoonn  ttoo  ccaattcchh  aa  bbooaatt  ttoo  NNeeww  YYoorrkk..    IItt  

ppllaayyss  aann  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ppaarrtt  iinn  tthhee  AAddvveennttuurree  ooff  tthhee  CCaarrddbbooaarrdd  BBooxx                  

((TThhee  CCrreeww  ooff  tthhee  SSSS  MMaayyddaayy  ––  hheeaarrdd  ooff  tthheemm??  )),,  wweerree  aa  wwoommaann  

rreecceeiivveess  ttwwoo  sseevveerreedd  eeaarrss  iinn  aa  bbooxx,,  ppaacckkeedd  iinn  ssaalltt,,  ffoolllloowwiinngg  aa  

ttaanngglleedd  lloovvee  aaffffaaiirr  iinn  LLiivveerrppooooll..    AA  tteelleeggrraamm  ttoo  tthhee  cciittyy  ggiivveess  HHoollmmeess  

tthhee  pprrooooff  ttoo  aarrrreesstt  tthhee  mmuurrddeerreerr  JJiimm  BBrroowwnneerr  wwhhoo  wwaass  aa  LLiivveerrppooooll  

ssaaiilloorr..  

          TThhee  eeiigghhtthh  lliinnkk  iiss  TThhee  LLiivveerrppooooll  DDeemmoonn    wwhhiicchh  iiss  aa  ffiivvee--iissssuuee  

SShheerrlloocckk  HHoollmmeess  mmiinnii--sseerriieess  wwrriitttteenn  bbyy  LLiivveerrppooooll  ccoommiicc  wwrriittiinngg  dduuoo  

RReeppppiioonn  aanndd  LLeeaahh  MMoooorree  ((hhuussbbaanndd  aanndd  wwiiffee))..TThhee  ssttoorriieess  wweerree  

ppuubblliisshheedd  iinn  22001122--1133  aanndd  ppoorrttrraayyss  HHoollmmeess  aanndd  WWaattssoonn    

iinnvveessttiiggaattiinngg  ccrriimmee  iinn  tthhee  cciittyy  aanndd  ffiigghhttiinngg  aaggaaiinnsstt  wwhhaatt  aappppeeaarrss  ttoo  

bbee  tthhee  ssuuppeerrnnaattuurraall  ffiigguurree  ooff  SSpprriinngg--HHeeeelleedd  JJaacckk..  

        TThhee  nniinntthh  lliinnkk  iiss  LLiivveerrppooooll  aaccttoorr  IIaann  HHaarrtt  hhaass  ppllaayyeedd  DDrr..  WWaattssoonn  

ttwwiiccee,,  oonnccee  iinn  tthhee  BBBBCC’’ss  22000022  vveerrssiioonn  ooff    TThhee  HHoouunndd  ooff  tthhee  

BBaasskkeerrvviilllleess  tthheenn  aaggaaiinn  ffoorr  tthhee  BBBBCC  iinn  22000044  wwiitthh  TThhee  CCaassee  ooff  tthhee  

SSiillkk  SSttoocckkiinngg..    HHee  hhaass  aallssoo  ppoorrttrraayyeedd  CCoonnaann  DDooyyllee  iinn  aa  ffiillmm  ccaalllleedd  

FFiinnddiinngg  NNeevveerrllaanndd..  

        TThhee  tteenntthh  lliinnkk  bbeeiinngg  tthhaatt    LLiivveerrppooooll  bboorrnn  aaccttoorr  DDaavviidd  BBuurrkkee  aallssoo  

ppllaayyeedd  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  DDrr..  WWaattssoonn  iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  sseerriieess  ooff  TThhee  AAddvveennttuurreess  ooff  

SShheerrlloocckk  HHoollmmeess,,  ffoorr  tthhee  BBBBCC,,  ssttaarrrriinngg  JJeerreemmyy  BBrreetttt  aass  HHoollmmeess..    HHee  

hhaadd  aallrreeaaddyy  ssoommee  ““HHoollmmeess””  eexxppeerriieennccee  hhaavviinngg  ppllaayyeedd  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  

vviillllaaiinn  iinn  TThhee  AAddvveennttuurree  ooff  tthhee  BBeerryyll  CCoorroonneett  ssttaarrrriinngg  DDoouuggllaass  

WWiillmmeerr  aass  HHoollmmeess  aanndd  NNiiggeell  SSttoocckk  aass  DDrr..  WWaattssoonn..  
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David Burke 

 
      The eleventh link, according to the Echo, is that there is a 
Holmes society based there called The Liverpool and Wirral 
Irregulars.  This sounded very interesting to me and so I called in 
our Chief Investigator, Ian Corke, to try to track them down.  I tried  
but got nowhere.  Ian sent an e-mail to the person who founded it 
but got no reply. Eventually, Ian got a reply from a Charlotte Smith 
who formed the society but said it was not presently active as she 
had a lot of work commitments. Hopefully, there will be another 
Holmes society in th9e Dis-united Kingdom.    
     The twelfth link is that Bertram Fletcher Robinson was born in 
Moseley Hill in 1870. He was a friend of Conan Doyle, and it was 
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through his relating of stories of mythical hounds that gave Conan 
Doyle the idea for The Hound of the Baskervilles. 

*    *    *    *    *    *    *    * 

WELSHPOOL VOLUNTEERS DAY 
SATURDAY MARCH 29TH 2014    

report by 

 DENNIS J DUGGAN (BR, HONS) 

 
  

Welshpool Town Council organised a Volunteers Day in the Corn 

Exchange on Saturday March 29th, and Roy booked a table for the 

Deerstalkers. 
 

Having attended several similar events over the past few years, and finding 

them very low-key, we had little hope of attracting new members, or 

selling any of our merchandise.  However, Roy pointed out that raising our 

profile would do us no harm. 
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Thus the two of us met just before 9am, and set up our display.  Room was 

a little tight, as many organisations were present, and we had one table and 

one chair.  The pop-up banner was put on the table; there was no room for 

it on the floor. 
  
Items for sale were bookmarks, a SH wine bottle holder and a SH key 

rack.  Display items were some Bugles, tea towels and Basil Rathbone 

posters.  At that point Roy realised he had not brought any information 

leaflets, so returned home to collect them. 
  
I actually had two hats, Welshpool Rotary Club and the Deerstalkers, and 

split my time between the two.  Colin joined us, so we had ample staff 

available.  Roy had to leave at 10.20am as he was giving a music lesson, 

but he returned later. 
  
There seemed to be more visitors than is usual at these events, and quite a 

few stopped to exchange a few words.  It was quite a pleasant way to spend 

a Saturday morning, and we achieved our aim of publicising the 

Deerstalkers. 
  
People began to pack up just before midday, and we followed suit. 

*    *    *    *    * 

E-mails received 
From: Brown, Barry [mailto:brownb@uncw.edu] 
Sent: 10 March 2014 02:09 
To: ruptonholder@onetel.com 
Subject: Mrs. Hudson revealed 
 
Dear Mr. Upton-Holder: 
The woman of whom I write is not your grandfather's Mrs. 
Hudson. This Mrs. 
Hudson does not simply admit Holmes' visitors, serve tea, 
perform what little tidying Holmes permits, and prepare 
sumptuous breakfasts for her two lodgers. It is the premise of 

mailto:brownb@uncw.edu
mailto:ruptonholder@onetel.com
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the book described below that the inordinately tolerant 
landlady of Watson's creation masks the woman's true character 
and activities. The real Mrs. Hudson is the widow of Tobias 
Hudson, her "uncommon common constable" husband and mentor for 
29 years, with whom she nightly devised investigative 
strategies and made careful deductions for crimes reported in 
the Evening Standard, while also honing her observational 
skills in the course of daily contacts with neighbors, 
tradesmen, and the people she passed along London's streets. 
With Tobias' passing, she decided to use the lodgings leased by 
them to organize a consulting detective agency, recruiting the 
urbane Holmes as the male figurehead essential to any business 
endeavor during the Victorian era, and happily acquiring the 
stalwart Watson as a third colleague. 
 
There follows below a brief description of the most recent 
investigation conducted by the Baker Street trio as drawn from 
the back cover of Mrs. 
Hudson in the Ring. If you and your fellow Deerstalkers are 
interested in seeing another side to Mrs. Hudson, Holmes and 
Watson, the book is available from Amazon.com, and all the 
usual suspects, in paper and as an e-book. If members are 
desperate to learn more, they may access 
https://www.facebook.com/MrsHudsonBakerStreet for additional 
information. 
Thanks for your attention, and best wishes for you and the 
Society. 
Barry S Brown 
 
 
When Sherlock Holmes is goaded into a boxing match, his 
opponent, Sailor Mackenzie, loses both the bout and his life. 
All are convinced Mackenzie's death was a ring accident. All, 
that is, except the residents of 221B Baker Street, and 
Inspector Lestrade who defies his Scotland Yard colleagues to 
aid in a murder investigation. In this, the third in the Mrs. 
Hudson of Baker Street series, Mrs. Hudson, the unheralded 
director of the consulting detective agency, leads her 
colleagues from London to McLellan Manor in Yorkshire as they 
sort through the numerous people who have reason to celebrate 

https://www.facebook.com/MrsHudsonBakerStreet
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Mackenzie's death. Complicating their investigation, Holmes and 
Watson are asked to become Lillie Langtry's protectors, and 
Mrs. Hudson her lady's maid, when the famous beauty is 
threatened by her latest admirer, the volatile George Baird. 
All will become clear, but not before Holmes and Watson call on 
a ghost to solve a 35-year old murder, and Mrs. Hudson 
discovers she has more in common with Lillie Langtry than she 
ever expected. 
 
Praise for the first two books in the Mrs. Hudson of Baker 
Street series: 
 
". an entertaining romp ." 
-The District Messenger, Newsletter of the Sherlock Holmes 
Society of London 
 
". an exciting mystery of Victorian England ." 
-Midwest Book Review 
 
". a Sherlock Holmes story that any fan would appreciate ." 
-Over My Dead Body! Mystery Magazine 
 
"Brown . introduced his lady sleuth last year in the 
Unpleasantness at Parkerton Manor. Now, he follows up with Mrs. 
Hudson and the Irish Invincibles which may be even more fun ." 
-Wilmington Star-News 
Barry S. Brown is the author of the Mrs. Hudson of Baker Street 
series as well as half a dozen short stories in as many 
literary magazines. In association with a research career in 
the areas of mental health, criminology, and drug abuse, he 
authored more than a hundred articles and chapters as well as 
editing two books of nonfiction. He now lives with his wife, 
Ann, in Carolina Beach, North Carolina, where his appearance in 
cape and deerstalker hat attracts admiring glances and 
occasional police inquiry. 
 

* 

Hello --I understand that Seamas Duffy is a member of the Deerstalkers of 

Welshpool.   
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I am a cataloguer for the University of Minnesota (USA) Libraries, and one 

of my areas is the Sherlock Holmes Collection.  I'm working on the record 

for Duffy's "Sherlock Holmes in Paris" to add that book to the collection.   

FFI: https://www.lib.umn.edu/scrbm/holmes 

Because one of cataloguing standards is to create resource files that will 

positively identify each author in a way that he or she cannot be confused 

with another person, it's helpful to be able to contact the author directly. 

It would be helpful if you could put me in email contact with Mr. Duffy. 

Thank you for any help.  

 

Emilie Quast 

160 Wilson Library, University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis MN 55455 

e-quas@tc.umn.edu 

* 

Dear fellow Holmesian(s), 
First of all can I thank you for mentioning my (relatively) recent novel 
'Sherlock Holmes in Paris' (SHiP) on your website. Strangely, 
enough I only discovered this when a woman from 
the University of Minnesota (who is catalouging Holmesiana) 
emailed me the other day to ask was I the Séamas Duffy from the 
'Deerstalkers of Welshpool' who had published SHiP"? No and yes,I 
replied!  
Naturally I had to find out more, and was delighted to discover not 
only your website, but also the fact that you have translated Y Cylth 
Brith from the English! As third generation Irish in Glasgow, I have 
an interest in Gaelic and Gaidhlig and thought that was a great idea. 
I would love to see my work thus translated. Anyway, best 
regards and I hope you do more of this in future.  
SD 

*    *    *    *    *    * 
 

 

https://www.lib.umn.edu/scrbm/holmes
mailto:e-quas@tc.umn.edu
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LIBRARY UPDATE 
DENNIS J DUGGAN, LIBRARIAN 

  

THE BEDSIDE, BATHTUB & ARMCHAIR COMPANION TO 

SHERLOCK HOLMES  By Dick Riley & Pam McAllister   With many 

lesser-known facts, unexpected insights and fresh observations this book is 

perfect for reading or browsing.  Ideal for both the casual, and more 

serious, devotees of the Great Detective. 
This book was kindly donated by Deerstalker Horace Coates, Leicester. 

Published 1999 in New York.  paperback, 216 pages.. 

West End Horror, a posthumous memoir of John H Watson MD as 

edited by Nicholas Meyer.  March 1895, a month of strange happenings in 

the West End.  Murders, scandals and disappearances involve Bernard 

Shaw, Ellen Terry, Bram Stoker, Henry Irving and Oscar Wilde.  Scotland 

Yard is mystified, and call in Holmes and Watson. 
First published 1976.  paperback, 176 pages. 
Sherlock Holmes on Screen, The Complete Film and TV History, by 

Alan Barnes.  Does what it says on the tin.  I have read part of this book, 

and can tell you it is excellent. 
First published 2002.  paperback, 288 pages 
The Confidential Casebook of Sherlock Holmes, edited by Marvin 

Kaye.  Fifteen short stories by assorted authors, the premise being that 

Watson's fabled dispatch box was not destroyed by bombs in World War II 

after all.  And the box has a secret compartment... 
First published 1998.  Paperback, 356 pages. 

*    *    *    *    * 

Treehigh Books in Welshpool Market – the bookshop 

with a special Sherlock Holmes section 
 

   Now you might think to yourself ‘now that is unusual’ but not when you 

consider that the person who runs the shop is a member of The Deerstalkers 

of Welshpool -  Martin Riffel, who became a member in 2013. 

    I first met Martin when he started to learn the clarinet at about the age of 

eleven – though recently he has switched to the alto saxophone. 
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      He knew that I was keen on Holmes, and from time to time we 

discussed his various cases. 

      One thing led to another, and before you could say  “Moriarty”  he was 

reading the complete Sherlock Holmes stories, long and short. 

Martin is also studying to be an accountant. 

 
Martin outside his shop 

 
The extended bookshop 
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The start of the SH section 

 

    The SH silhouette was made by my brother-in-law, Cliff Olley (of 

Benfleeet,  Essex) and was won as a prize by Martin’s brother Michael 

(who has just joined the Deerstalkers) at Mrs. Hudson’s Annual Dinner 

Party, for getting the most correct answers in a quiz on the naming of 

Holmes’ unchronicled cases. 

      Next time you’re in Welshpool, do come and visit Martin who will be 

pleased to see you. 
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    He’s in the Market Village, which is in the Town Hall in Broad Street, 

and is open from 8.30 am – 4.30 pm, Monday to Saturday.  If you feel 

hungry or thirsty, there is a restaurant about five yards away! 

 
Watchout! – there’s a Holmes about/ 

 

*    *    *    *    *    * 

A Sherlock Holmes theme park for Portsmouth 
 

     It has been reported that Portsmouth council are planning a £25 million 

Sherlock Holmes theme park with a “world class multimedia experience” 

    The council already has the world’s largest collection of Holmes 

memorabilia which was left to them by the late Richard Lancelyn Green.. 

    Portsmouth was where Conan Doyle started his first medical practice, in 

1881, and where he met his first wife Louise (Touie) Hawkins - though 

they were married on Yorkshire and spent their honeymoon in Ireland.  

    I wonder if they will construct a Reichenbach Falls where one will be 

able to wrestle with Moriarty ! 


