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Date of next meeting 

25th July  2014 – venue somewhere in the UK 
============ 

 

 Minutes of A.G.M. held on Friday 16
th

 May 2014, 

8.00 pm at Baskerville 

1. Present were Dennis, Colin, Roy, Joan, Phil, Heidi, Martin, 

Michael, Eurwyn and Ian. 

2. Apologies for absence – none. 

3. Next meeting to be on July 25
th

. 

4. Welcome to new member Michael Riffel, younger brother of 

Martin. 

5. Chairman’s report. 

6. Treasurer’s report. 

7. 7.Librarian’s report. – several additions but little activity on 

withdrawals. 

8. Deerstalker Publications officially dissolved, rather like the 

Redheaded League. 

9. The Great Hiatus : destination could be London – Ian is going to 

investigate the possibility of hiring a small coach. 

10. NEW VENTURE : Deerstalker Annual to be launched – 

contributions by October 2014. 

11. Games Night to be held quarterly at The King’s Head and arranged 

on 25
th
 July by Gamesmaster Martin Riffel. 
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12. A.O.B. - Eurwyn, having bought the copyright from Deerstalker 

Publications, is going to publish a slightly different version of Y 

Cylth Brith which I think will be a very collectable item.  Full 

details about this publication will appear in The Bugle as soon as 

they are available. 

Meeting ended at 9.30 pm………….. 

Followed by apple-pie and ice-cream 

================= 

E-mails received…………………….. 

Sent: 10 March 2014 02:09 
To: ruptonholder@onetel.com 
Subject: Mrs. Hudson revealed 
 
Dear Mr. Upton-Holder: 
The woman of whom I write is not your grandfather's Mrs. 
Hudson. This Mrs. 
Hudson does not simply admit Holmes' visitors, serve tea, 
perform what little tidying Holmes permits, and prepare 
sumptuous breakfasts for her two lodgers. It is the premise of 
the book described below that the inordinately tolerant 
landlady of Watson's creation masks the woman's true character 
and activities. The real Mrs. Hudson is the widow of Tobias 
Hudson, her "uncommon common constable" husband and mentor for 
29 years, with whom she nightly devised investigative 
strategies and made careful deductions for crimes reported in 
the Evening Standard, while also honing her observational 
skills in the course of daily contacts with neighbors, 
tradesmen, and the people she passed along London's streets. 
With Tobias' passing, she decided to use the lodgings leased by 
them to organize a consulting detective agency, recruiting the 
urbane Holmes as the male figurehead essential to any business 
endeavor during the Victorian era, and happily acquiring the 
stalwart Watson as a third colleague. 
 

mailto:ruptonholder@onetel.com
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There follows below a brief description of the most recent 
investigation conducted by the Baker Street trio as drawn from 
the back cover of Mrs. 
Hudson in the Ring. If you and your fellow Deerstalkers are 
interested in seeing another side to Mrs. Hudson, Holmes and 
Watson, the book is available from Amazon.com, and all the 
usual suspects, in paper and as an e-book. If members are 
desperate to learn more, they may access 
https://www.facebook.com/MrsHudsonBakerStreet for additional 
information. 
Thanks for your attention, and best wishes for you and the 
Society. 
Barry S Brown 
________________________________________ 
From: Roy Upton-Holder [ruptonholder@onetel.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 5:54 AM 
To: Brown, Barry 
Subject: RE: Mrs. Hudson revealed 
 
Hello Barry, 
 
May I put your e-mail in our next Baker Street Bugle 
(newsletter of The Deerstalkers of Welshpool) as I feel sure 
that some members would be interested. 
 
Many thanks, and best Sherlockian wishes. 
 
Roy Upton-Holder 
……………………………………………………………… 

 

. Hi Roy:  I would be delighted to have my horn tooted by the 
Bugle.  Thank you so much for the kind offer.   
And again, my sincere good wishes to you and the Deerstalkers 
of Welshpool. 
Barry Brown 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
Sent: 10 March 2014 02:09 
To: ruptonholder@onetel.com 

https://www.facebook.com/MrsHudsonBakerStreet
mailto:ruptonholder@onetel.com
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The book…………………………… 
When Sherlock Holmes is goaded into a boxing match, his 
opponent, Sailor Mackenzie, loses both the bout and his life. 
All are convinced Mackenzie's death was a ring accident. All, 
that is, except the residents of 221B Baker Street, and 
Inspector Lestrade who defies his Scotland Yard colleagues to 
aid in a murder investigation. In this, the third in the Mrs. 
Hudson of Baker Street series, Mrs. Hudson, the unheralded 
director of the consulting detective agency, leads her 
colleagues from London to McLellan Manor in Yorkshire as they 
sort through the numerous people who have reason to celebrate 
Mackenzie's death. Complicating their investigation, Holmes and 
Watson are asked to become Lillie Langtry's protectors, and 
Mrs. Hudson her lady's maid, when the famous beauty is 
threatened by her latest admirer, the volatile George Baird. 
All will become clear, but not before Holmes and Watson call on 
a ghost to solve a 35-year old murder, and Mrs. Hudson 
discovers she has more in common with Lillie Langtry than she 
ever expected. 
 
Praise for the first two books in the Mrs. Hudson of Baker 
Street series: 
 
". an entertaining romp ." 
-The District Messenger, Newsletter of the Sherlock Holmes 
Society of London 
 
". an exciting mystery of Victorian England ." 
-Midwest Book Review 
 
". a Sherlock Holmes story that any fan would appreciate ." 
-Over My Dead Body! Mystery Magazine 
 
"Brown . introduced his lady sleuth last year in the 
Unpleasantness at Parkerton Manor. Now, he follows up with Mrs. 
Hudson and the Irish Invincibles which may be even more fun ." 
-Wilmington Star-News 
Barry S. Brown is the author of the Mrs. Hudson of Baker Street 
series as well as half a dozen short stories in as many 
literary magazines. In association with a research career in 
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the areas of mental health, criminology, and drug abuse, he 
authored more than a hundred articles and chapters as well as 
editing two books of nonfiction. He now lives with his wife, 
Ann, in Carolina Beach, North Carolina, where his appearance in 
cape and deerstalker hat attracts admiring glances and 
occasional police inquiry. 

=================================== 

Sherlock Holmes retires – but not our 
President! 

 
 

Roy      Joann                                                                                                                                                                 
(Founder)   (Secretary)                                                                                                            

 
 
 
 
                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roger Llewellyn           
(President) 

 

E-mail received from Roger on 19
th

 May 2014 :- 
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Dear Roy 

I thought I should let you know, that after 15 years, and over 800 

performances, I have hung up my pipe & magnifier .. not to mention my 

syringe. 

I feel there have been enough m-way miles, services, pub lunches & 

B&B’s ... even the work itself  was becoming  tiring. 

This last season has been one of the most successful ever, in terms of  seat 

sales, extra rows added and sold, and  cheering ovations. So it feels like a 

good time to go. 

I have always enjoyed keeping in touch with the Sherlock world via The 

Bugle, and wish you all success in the future. Thank you for  honouring me 

with Your Presidency. 

I don’t quite know yet what my future  may hold, but doubtless something 

will occur. 

Kind regards to you, Joan,  and The Deerstalkers. 

Roger 

  

*    *    *    *    * 

A Policeman’s Lot 
by 

Ian Corke BR (Hons) 
 
[N.B. Although this article refers to our meeting with the local police it is 

also based  

on information from other sources and does not necessarily represent the 

official Dyfed-Powys Police view.]  

 

In May of this year Eurwyn Pierce Jones and I met with local officers, at 

Welshpool Police station, to discuss concerns we had about low level crime 

and in particular anti-social behaviour (ASB). 

 

It is worthwhile noting that the Dyfed-Powys police area is one of the 

safest in the UK in terms of total crime, even after taking into account that 

the average population density is one person per 10 acres. The effect of this 
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is that when a more serious crime occurs here it makes headlines whereas 

in areas like Merseyside and Greater London it is an everyday occurrence.  

 

Before the meeting we had collected the views of a number of locals, about 

the issues that concerned them.  

 

The town council has applied for a Designated Public Place Orders 

(DPPOs) which gives police officers discretionary powers to require a 

person to stop drinking and confiscate alcohol or containers of alcohol in 

public places. A Community Plan Consultation showed 98% support for 

drinking controls in the Town Centre.  

 

The Police told us they will support the DPPO if that is what the 

community want. But statistics don’t show there is a real problem.  

 

This was a slightly different interpretation to that reported on 

MyWelshpool which quoted Town Clerk, Robert Robinson, as saying: 

“The relevant parties like the town council, police and businesses all 

support such a ban, but we must demonstrate that there is a need for it from 

the town as a whole.”  

 

[Ed. The fact that the police statistics don’t show there is a real problem 

may be simply that it is not being reported to them.] 

 

An obvious criticism of this power is that drinkers will simply migrate to 

areas which the order does not cover. This was a view shared by the police 

and one wonders why they should not be given this power anywhere rather 

than specific areas. Perhaps the politicians, who passed this legislation, 

were putting votes before doing the right thing?  

 

The police have recently introduced a scheme called “Cuppa with a 

Copper” the aim of which is for the public to talk over their concerns with 

the police.  

 

A criticism that had been made about this and other police and partner 

agencies, like the Community Safety Partnership (CSP), was that they are 
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talking shops at which problems are merely passed from one to the other 

without any real action being taken.  

 

We were assured that the CSP's role in helping people, who were mainly 

young, to deal with their unacceptable behaviour, was more effective than 

taking them to court.  

 

As the “Cuppa with a Copper” scheme is as yet only in its infancy, the jury 

remains out as to its success; but it is important that members of the public 

take advantage of it, otherwise it will be ineffective and lead to people 

saying, “I told you so.”  

 

The meetings take place every Tuesday morning at the Monkey Puzzle 

Cafe, in Puzzle Square, Welshpool, between 10 am and 11am.  

 

Several people had told us that they didn’t report crimes to the police 

because they felt the police wouldn’t do anything about it. 

 

The Police told us: “We investigate every crime and encourage reporting of 

all crime. We have one of the highest clear up rates in England and Wales, 

and we do not screen crime at all.” 

 

[Ed. Both these statements could be true at the same time. Public 

perception and reality can be quite different.] 

 

It was acknowledged that sometimes the police response was not what the 

public were entitled to expect or the police wanted to provide. The problem 

is actually exacerbated because we live in a low crime area.  

 

More police officers and PCSO’s are required but current cost cutting by 

the Home Office has meant a reduction in numbers. However, Dyfed 

Powys Police are currently recruiting again and more officers are expected.   

 

The Police told us: “It is very rare that an incident will not be attended to, 

as we would try to utilise officers from other stations. However we must 
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prioritise calls and serious crime and a road traffic collision would take 

precedence.”  

 

[Ed. To provide enough officers to cover every eventuality would have 

serious cost implications] 

 

If the public want this sort of issue solved then it’s not the constabulary that 

are to blame but politicians who control the budget. Of course the police do 

have a responsibility to make sure they use their resources to best 

advantage but one suspects that the more efficient they become the greater 

will be the desire of politicians to cut the policing budget even further.  

 

Funding is an issue which particularly affects the town's CCTV cameras. 

Police, PCC and Town Council, are all working towards the same goal but 

exactly how the costs will be shared between them is a more difficult issue. 

 

This is, however, not just an issue for Welshpool - as the same discussions 

are going on elsewhere in the UK.  

 

The police told us the cameras were an invaluable resource in deterring 

crime as well as being critical when witnesses didn’t want to give evidence; 

I suspect for fear of reprisals.  

 

Another issue is that of who should control the cameras: police or town 

council?  

 

My own view is that as these are essentially a crime fighting tool they 

should be wholly under police control and that a Wales wide system should 

be introduced. I have raised this issue with Welsh Assembly finance 

minister Jane Hutt and await her reply. Russell George AM, our own local 

member, is being kept informed.  

 

Whilst on the subject of surveillance some readers may have noticed that 

the EU plans to make all car manufacturers fit a black box to new cars 

which will automatically call the emergency services when the air bags are 

deployed.  
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Many will be concerned that this provides another way for the state to 

snoop on us and I share those concerns. However, there have been a 

number of incidents where vehicles have left the road and no one has 

noticed; thus delaying, in some cases for hours, a response from the 

emergency services. It will also be helpful where a crash occurs; as rather 

than someone having to call the emergency services, this will  

happen immediately and the exact location details given.  

 

A further use of these boxes, and one which the police would welcome, 

would be to facilitate the stopping of vehicles which were involved in high 

speed pursuits. All too often innocent members of the public are killed or 

injured as a result of drivers trying to escape the police. They sometimes 

have to abandon a pursuit because it would put both the public and the 

pursuing officer at too great a risk.  

 

There are, however, circumstances where merely stopping a vehicle’s 

engine could itself create a problem and so a more sophisticated process is 

needed. When the police want to stop a vehicle then initially a message 

could be displayed on the dashboard which advises the driver that the car 

will be restricted to 30mph in say 5 minutes time. If the driver fails to stop 

then the speed of the vehicle will slowly reduce to 30mph thus allowing the 

police to easily catch-up.  

 

As this scheme would require EU approval I have written to Dr Kate 

Swinburne MEP and I await her reply.  

 

Top of the list with regard to public concern was lack of a visible police 

presence on our streets. In order to combat this to some extent, PCSO’s 

(Police Community Support Officers) were introduced as a result of the 

Police Reform Act 2002.  

 

The greatest limitation on PCSOs is the fact that they do not have the 

power of arrest and in many cases they would not physically be able to 

avail themselves of it even if they had.  
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We were told: “The PCSO’s are considered to be a great asset to the 

community and the regular Police officers and play an important role in 

dealing with and preventing ASB.”  

 

The Police Federation has a mixed stance on PCSOs; recognising the  

useful support they give the regular police but concerned about the exact 

role they play in policing. 

 

One sometimes hears the complaint that the police are prevented by 

political correctness from enforcing the law. This is particularly the 

allegation when they are dealing with minorities but equally some minority 

elements believe that the indigenous population is treated more favourably. 

We were assured that this wasn’t the case in Welshpool, and that everyone 

is treated equally.  

 

However, I know from other sources that there are areas of the country 

which are “no go areas” at least to the extent that before making arrests the 

approval of a senior offer is required. I find it totally unacceptable; as I’m 

sure do most residents, that there should be any no-go areas, of any kind, 

anywhere in the UK.  

 

We suggested that the police were constantly demanding new laws rather 

than fully utilising existing legislation. We were assured that they did 

consider all the legislation that was available in dealing with a specific 

situation.  

 

However, it is certainly true that police forces nationwide do tend to shy 

away from what are known as the “catch-all offences” because they 

perceive that the courts will be reluctant to convict. My experience is that 

the opposite is true and that the courts, particularly magistrates’, have been 

more than willing to convict in these instances.  

 

There is an understandable tendency of the public to blame the police and 

lack of enforcement for the ills of society when the real culprits are 

politicians. Often the  
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police are equally as frustrated but get little sympathy perhaps because they 

are seen as aloof from the public rather than approachable.  

 

The police must accept some of the blame as there have been some high 

profile cases where the victim or a witness has perceived, with some 

justification, that the police regard them as the miscreant.  

 

The case of Christopher Jefferies, in December 2010, who was arrested for 

the murder of landscape architect Jo Yeates and vilified by the press, being 

an example. The desire of the Avon and Somerset Constabulary to make a 

quick arrest, and the subsequent unnecessary delay in confirming that he 

was not a suspect, did not help matters.  

 

So if you want a cuppa and an opportunity to let the local constabulary 

know how you think they’re doing or to ask questions, then get along to the 

Monkey Puzzle Cafe. Alternatively, if that’s not convenient, make an 

appointment by ringing 101.  

 

Remember the 999 number is only for real emergencies which require an 

immediate police, ambulance, fire brigade or coast-guard response. There 

is an alternative emergency number which is 112 and it works in all states 

of the EU but should not be confused with the 101 non-emergency number.  

*    *    *    *     

E-mail extract, received from Eurwyn on 17-7-14 
 

 

Hello Roy 

…………………………………………………………………………… 

On another note, the second printed edition of Y Cylch Brith is 

currently going through the press in Aberystwyth, and there may be 
a small launch of the volume (amongst other new books from the 
same printing 'stable') during the National Eisteddfod week (2nd > 
9th August) at Llanelli.  In anticipation of requests then for my 
presence at a few subsequent events to that launch, I foresee the 
promotional benefit if I were to kitted out clothes-wise in as near as 
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possible to an authentic outfit to what Sherlock Homes might have 
worn (albeit that my five-foot stature would have to be a miniaturised 
version of the same).  I've already acquired a Deerstalker hat, a 
genuine SH style smoking pipe, and a Victorian-type magnifying 
glass.  I have suitable laced-up walking boots, and I could get away 
with a suitable pair of trousers. 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

*    *    *    *    * 

How Sherlock Holmes changed the world 
– a review of the DVD by 

Ian Corke BR (Hons.) 
   This US dramatised documentary runs for 2 hours and was produced for 

National Geographic. 

   Personally I prefer to keep my documentaries and dramas completely 

separate but having said that it was well made and I am sure would appeal 

to a wide audience, particularly those who are familiar with the Holmes 

stories but not their background. 

   Once again it demonstrated that the character of Holmes has assumed a 

life of its own which transcends that of its author Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 

The nearest other similar relationship is perhaps that between James Bond 

and Ian Fleming. 

   As the film pointed out the character of Holmes was very much based on 

Conan Doyle’s teacher at medical school, Dr Joseph Bell. In fact one could 

say that Bell was Conan Doyle’s great hero and someone he admired.  

   At the time very few of the forensic techniques which Holmes espoused 

were actually possible and even when they were possible the police were 

slow to adopt them. 

   Today the situation has gone into reverse with the police and CPS 

believing that forensic science cannot be wrong. Something of which they 

have managed to convince juries with some resultant high profile cases of 

miscarriages of justice. 

   Personally I would like to see a documentary about Sir Arthur Conan 

Doyle whose place in history is underrated. He was a true polymath whose 

other talents, and there were many, were overshadowed by his fictional 

character. 
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   We tend to forget that Arthur Ignatius Conan Doyle was a real medical 

doctor which certainly influenced his writings about the great detective. 

Ironically it was the fact that his doctor’s practice was not totally successful 

that caused him to take to writing. However, he saw himself as an historical 

author rather than a mass market fiction writer. 

   While practicing as a doctor in Southsea, he played football, as a 

goalkeeper, for Portsmouth Association Football Club, an amateur side. 

Doyle was also a keen cricketer and between 1899 and 1907 he played for 

the MCC. He was an occasional bowler and once took the wicket of the 

renowned batsman W G Grace, also a medical doctor.  

   Sir Arthur was not satisfied with just playing football and cricket but also 

took up golf and served as captain of the Crowborough Beacon Golf Club. 

Politics and fighting injustice were never far from Doyle’s mind and he 

campaigned on both fronts although his two attempts to become an MP 

were unsuccessful. 

   During the Boer War, he served as a doctor in Bloemfontein and after the 

war ended wrote a report entitled The War in South Africa: Its Cause and 

Conduct, which justified the UK's role in the Boer War following wide 

condemnation of Britain’s conduct during hostilities. He later claimed that 

it was that report which earned him a knighthood. 

(It was during the Boer War that concentration camps were introduced by 

the British with many Boer women and children dying in them. A point not 

lost on Adolf Hitler some 50 years later) 

   In the early 20
th

 century the Belgium Congo was the personal possession 

of King Leopold I and there was much concern about the way the colony 

was administered. 

   Doyle together with journalist Edmund Morel and diplomat Roger 

Casement wrote a pamphlet entitled The Crime of the Congo, in which they 

denounced the horrors of that colony. It led to the Belgium government 

taking over the colony and Leopold’s reputation being severely damaged. 

Casement, an Irish patriot and nationalist, was later charged with treason by 

the British over his dealings, on behalf Ireland with Germany immediately 

before and at the start of WWI. He was found guilty and executed at 

Pentonville in August 1916 despite a plea for clemency by Conan Doyle. 

(Casement's body was repatriated to the Irish Republic in 1965 and, after a 

state funeral, was buried with full military honours in the Republican plot 
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in Glasnevin Cemetery, Dublin, after lying in state for five days, during 

which time an estimated half a million people filed past his coffin.) 

   Doyle was also a fervent advocate of justice and personally 
investigated two closed cases, which led to two men being 
exonerated of the crimes of which they were accused.  
   Solicitor George Edalji (March 1876 - 17 June 1953) was an 
Anglo-Indian, born in the West Midlands who in 1903 was convicted 
of maliciously wounding a horse and sending menacing letters. 
   As a result of Conan Doyle’s campaign Edalji was subsequently 
acquitted. It was partly as a result of him establishing the innocence 
of George Edalji that the Court of Appeal was formed in 1907. 
   The second case, that of Oscar Slater, a German Jew and 
gambling-den operator convicted of bludgeoning an 82-year-old 
woman in Glasgow in 1908, excited Doyle's curiosity because of 
inconsistencies in the prosecution case and a general sense that 
Slater was not guilty. He ended up paying most of the costs for 
Slater's successful appeal in 1928. 
   It was later alleged, by a police officer at the time, John Trench, 
that the police had withheld evidence which would have proved 
Slater’s innocence because they wanted to “get” him.   
   Following the death of his wife Louisa in 1906, the death of his son 
Kingsley and the deaths of his brother Innes, his two brothers-in-law 
and his two nephews shortly after the war, Doyle sank into 
depression.  

(One of his brothers-in-law, Ernest Hornung, was the author of 26 
short stories and a novel about Arthur J Raffles, cricketer and 
gentleman thief) 

   Doyle found solace in Spiritualism and even believed that his 
onetime friend Harry Houdini had supernatural powers. This was 
despite the fact that Houdini assured him that it was all an illusion. 
   On 7 July 1930, Sir Arthur died of a heart attack at Windlesham 
Manor, his house in Crowborough, Sussex, at the age of 71 
    He died a Spiritualist and not a Christian but is buried with his wife 
in Minstead churchyard in the New Forest, Hampshire. 
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(The chair in which he sat when conducting psychic experiments 
was for many years at the headquarters of the Spiritualist 
Association of Great Britain, 33 Belgrave Square, London.) 

   Undershaw the home near Hindhead that Doyle had built and lived 
in between October 1897 and September 1907 has been a hotel 
and restaurant. ln 2004 it was bought by a developer and stood 
empty while conservationists and Doyle fans fought to preserve it. 
Permission to redevelop the site was quashed in the High Court in 
2012 and there is now a proposal to restore it as a memorial to one 
of Britain’s greatest authors. 
   A statue in honour of Conan Doyle was erected at Crowborough 
Cross but it is a strange irony that there are more statues of 
Sherlock Holmes than of his creator. 

                                   *    *    *    *    * 

E-mail received from Oscar Ross (Crew of SS Mayday) 

   Have had a chance to read the latest BSB, Roy, and wanted to let you 
know how much I enjoyed it. 
   The caricature is absolutely marvelous, and I found the articles by Molly 
Carr and the one about Marks "Moriarty" incident both extremely 
interesting. 
   Also liked to read your thoughts about the SH encyclopedias. I have 
quite a collection of books including the three you highlighted. I like the 
Bunson book too but in my humble opinion it doesn't compare to the 
Tracey volume.  I wonder if one should really categorize Tracey as an A-Z 
rather than an encyclopedia?   
  
Best regards, 
Oscar 
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The Great Hiatus Friday 25th July 2014    

A full report by Dennis will appear in the next issue of The Bugle. 

A clue as to the venue is below :- 

 

*    *    *    *    * 

Deerstalker Martin’s new bookshop 

Deerstalker Martin has repositioned his bookshop in Welshpool’s 
Town Hall market place – it is in a prominent position right at the 
entrance.  
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Martin, who is a keen Holmesian, has a special section for Sherlock 
Holmes. 
In the next issue there will be  a special feature on his new shop. 

Martin’s shop is called Treehigh Sales and you can reach him on 
07939 569095. 

                                     In the process of moving. 
*    *    *    *    * 

DEADLINE for articles for our Deerstalker BOOK 
 

The deadline for articles in our special book will be 
October 20th (2014) for publication in December. 

If you happen to forget the date, check our website. 


