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Date of next meeting:- 
Friday 14

th
 November 8.00 pm at Baskerville 

(the case to be discussed is The Blue Carbuncle) 

*    *    *    *    * 
Minutes of A.G.M. held on Friday 25

th
 July 2014, 

10.45 am in a coach on the Severn Valley Railway. 

 

1. Present were  Roy, Joan, Ian, Dennis, Colin, Phil and Heidi.  

Also Deerstalker Supporters Annie and Stephanie. 

2. Apologies for absence received from Martin, Michael and 

Eurwyn. 

3. Next meeting to be on Friday 19th September, 8.00 pm at 

Baskerville. 

4. Minutes for last meeting read, approved and signed. 

5. Publication of Deerstalker Book (Annual) – a provisional 

deadline of 20th October for articles to be printed in the book. 

Contributions were promised by the following people :- 

Stephanie, Dennis, Ian , Heidi, Phil, Colin, Joan, Roy, Molly 

and Brian.  Possible contributions from Martin, Michael, 

Michael (Winter) and Mark. 

6. AOB. -  none. 

                          Meeting closed at 11.02 am 
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Our BOOK PROJECT 

 

   As you all know, we will be publishing 

a book (about the size of Y Cylch Brith) 

with as many articles as possible from 

the Deerstalkers (and friends) about 

Holmes, Watson, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

or the Victorian Era. 

   If you wish to write an article, 

remember the deadline is October 20
th

. 

   Please submit your article by e-mail, if 

possible, to ruptonholder@onetel.com 

    Every member will receive a free copy  

*   *   *   * 

 

THE DEERSTALKERS OF WELSHPOOL 
THE GREAT HIATUS FRIDAY JULY 25TH 2014 

REPORT BY 

 DENNIS J DUGGAN (BR, HONS) 
  

   There had been a discussion about where to go for the 2014 Great Hiatus, 

and eventually it was decided on another visit to London by coach.  The 

last time we went to the metropolis was 2005, when the transport was 

basically an LDV van fitted with windows and seats.  Fine for a short 

journey, but not a 400-mile round trip - some of us still have the bruises on 

our bottoms to prove it! 

mailto:ruptonholder@onetel.com
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   Thus Ian volunteered to contact local coach companies and book a small 

luxury vehicle, and whilst it was unlikely the Deerstalkers could fill it the 

spare seats might be filled by family and friends. 
   There was no problem sourcing a suitable vehicle, the trouble was that 

none of them complied with London's emission laws which meant a £200 

fee.  Clearly that made the idea uneconomic, and a suggestion was made 

that we visit the Severn Valley Railway on Friday July 25th. 

   Ian kindly offered the use of his Mercedes people carrier, which holds 

seven people, and we left Baskerville on time at 9am.  On board were Roy, 

Joan, Colin, Ian and myself.  Also on board were Deerstalkers Supporters 

Annie and Stephanie.  Phil and Heidi would meet us at Bridgnorth, as they 

had decided to make a weekend of it. 
   Incidentally 'Deerstalkers Supporter' is not an official term, I coined it to 

cover the non-members who support the Deerstalkers by attending events, 

helping out etc. 
   There were no problems on the journey, and we arrived at Bridgnorth 

station around 10am.  The first train was not until 11am, so we obtained  

 
Deerstalkers gather in the Waiting Room. 
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Heidi, Phil and Colin -  Wot?, no Bradshaw! 

 

our tickets (£16.50 for an OAP Rover ticket) and went for coffee in the 

refreshment room.  It was a lovely sunny day, not too hot. 
   There was lots of room in the carriages, so we were able to sit together 

for the seventy-minute ride to Kidderminster.  On the way we held a 

Deerstalkers meeting, only the second time this has happened away from 

Baskerville.  The first was in May 2013, when we met at Ian's house.  

There was also a quiz about Holmes and Watson. 
   At Kidderminster we admired the locomotive, Erlecote Manor, and 

wandered round the station which was quite busy so difficult to purchase 

refreshments.  
   We took the next train back, this time disembarking at Highley where 

there was a cafe and museum.  It was agreed we would do our own thing, 

and meet on the platform in time for the 4.15pm to Bridgnorth.  Stephanie 

and I had lunch in the Flag & Whistle - in fact I think we all did - then  
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Memories of long ago. 

 

easily occupied a couple of hours in the museum.  We returned to the Flag 

and Whistle for tea and cake. 
   We left Bridgnorth at approximately 4.45pm, having completed a second 

quiz, and were back in Welshpool by 6pm.  The day had been very 

successful, though the link with Sherlock Holmes was a little tenuous.  But 

as Roy pointed out, the duo made good use of the railway network, and that 

was reason enough! 
*   *   *   *   *   * 

 TITLE:  A SLIGHT TRICK OF THE MIND 
AUTHOR:  MITCH CULLIN 

Reviewed by 

 Deerstalker Supporter Stephanie Duggan 
  
I found this book in Welshpool library, and thought it worth a try. 
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   It is 1947, and the long-retired Sherlock Holmes, now 93, lives in a 

remote Sussex farmhouse with his housekeeper and her young son, Roger. 
   With Roger's help Holmes tends his bees, writes his journal and grapples 

with the diminishing power of his mind.   
   The character is well-depicted, and follows the traditional interpretation.  

Watson, Mrs Hudson and Mycroft are already dead. 
   The novel incorporates a story within a story, purportedly an unpublished 

case.  This, however, is the weakest part of the book and - at least to me - 

did not really work.  I also found the supernatural ending somewhat 

strange. 
   As with many American pastiches not all of the locations ring true.  For 

example, was there anywhere in Sussex that could be described as remote, 

even in 1947? 
*   *   *   *   * 

E-mails received since the last issue. 

 
Dear Mr Upton-Holder, 

 

I am working for a Japanese TV Production Company - Telecom Staff Inc. 

who are planning to producer the documentary TV programme focusing on 

Sherlock Holmes for a Japanese National channel - NHK. 

 

The project is to celebrate the new release of Sherlock Holmes 

Anime programme in Japan and we will include the report from the U.K. - 

the home of Holmes. 

 

I am working as a UK based researcher / location co-ordination for this 

project and looking for interesting people relating to Sherlock Holmes ie 

enthusiastic memorabilia collectors, living similar life style to Holmes. 

 

I am wondering whether you may know people fit with above descriptions.  

 

Also are there any activities taking a place in the UK during August and 

September month? 

 



9 

 

I would be most grateful if you could advise me any information my useful. 

 

Thanking you in anticipation and looking forward to hearing from you at 

your earliest convenience. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Yoko Oshima 

Telecom staff Inc. 

www.telecomstaff.co.jp/english/profile.html 

 

             (Although I replied promptly to this e-mail, I never heard another 

thing from them.  Roy. ) 

* 
Received from Deerstalker Eurwyn:- 

 

Hello, Roy, 
 
I'm afraid that my wife Lyn and I will not be able to join you on your 
Great Hiatus excursion (however much we would have liked to) as I 
have a major event on both the Friday 25th and Saturday 26th July 
in Brecon (to commemorate the tercentenary of the 18th century 
revivalist Howell Harris' birth) - where I will be translating 
simultaneously for around 250 people. 
 
On another note, the second printed edition of Y Cylch Brith is 
currently going through the press in Aberystwyth, and there may be 
a small launch of the volume (amongst other new books from the 
same printing 'stable') during the National Eisteddfod week (2nd > 
9th August) at Llanelli.  In anticipation of requests then for my 
presence at a few subsequent events to that launch, I foresee the 
promotional benefit if I were to kitted out clothes-wise in as near as 
possible to an authentic outfit to what Sherlock Homes might have 
worn (albeit that my five-foot stature would have to be a miniaturised 
version of the same).  I've already acquired a Deerstalker hat, a 
genuine SH style smoking pipe, and a Victorian-type magnifying 

http://www.telecomstaff.co.jp/english/profile.html
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glass.  I have suitable laced-up walking boots, and I could get away 
with a suitable pair of trousers. 
 
What I lack is either a jacket (would it be a sort of shooting-type 
waist-belted tweed jacket?) or what I think I heard you call an 
'Edinburgh' (?) cape / plus possibly a long-coat (not too long for a 
five-footer!).  You casually mentioned to me some weeks ago that 
you might be able to refer me to a seamstress / tailor who might be 
able to kit me out in the appropriate apparel (though you did warn 
me that it might be quite expensive!).  It's time I take you up on that, 
if you please, by asking you to point me in the right direction.  Plus 
possibly you may wish to advice me on issues of style, colour, 
material, etc - of which I am probably most ignorant.  Ideally, I'm 
ready to go immediately; I shall have to find the money (whatever it 
costs) - because if all goes to plan, there may well be several 
requests coming my way again in but a few weeks' time (or sooner), 
to go places to talk about the venture.  Time, then is rather of the 
essence.  Could I please trouble you to help me get myself 
organised, in this respect, Roy? 
 
Regards,  Eurwyn. 
 
Received 30-8-2014 
 
Yes, Roy. 

 

The book was first available on The National Eisteddfod bookstalls (at 

Llanelli, Carmarthenshire - South Wales) on the first week of August.  

From the second week of August onwards it has been gradually 

arriving on the bookshelves of Welsh bookshops throughout Wales.  

Price £3.95. 

 

The official launch will be anytime onwards from the end of the 

forthcoming week (i.e., first week of September).  What we're waiting 

for is the arrival of my Inverness cape - which is currently being made 

for me by a specialist firm called 'Mr Antony' in Glasgow.  I've also 
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been on the lookout for an appropriately styled waistcoat to match my 

new outfit; as yet without success, though I hope to be popping over to 

Shrewsbury or Chester this coming week, to see if I can get better luck 

in getting a suitable one in either of those places. Then it's a case of 

getting a photograph of myself done (in my Inverness coat and cape), 

for the press release; whereupon a date will be fixed for a launch event, 

probably in Aberystwyth.   Realistically, I can't see that happening 

before the second week of September, as time is pressing on. 

 

I'll be coming over to Welshpool tomorrow (Sunday 31st August) for 

morning service at our New Street Church; I'll drop a copy of the 

newest version of the book at your home sometime in the region of 

12.00pm > 12.30pm.  I'll knock on your door first, to see if you're in, 

and if not, I'll slide it through your letter-box. 

 

Regards,  Eurwyn. 

 
 Received 18-9-2014 

 

I'll be there, Roy, this coming Friday evening. 

 

Incidentally, I don't know what response there has been to date on the 

English media this week, but my book had a very respectable seven-minute 

review yesterday (Wednesday) on S4C television's 'Pnawn Da' ('Good 

Afternoon' - a sort of day-time chat-show).  This was in response to a 

Welsh language Press Release that went out from my publisher ('Y Lolfa' 

near Aberystwyth) to the media last Thursday.  I translated the Press 

Release myself into the English language, but it was my publisher who sent 

it out.   

 

For your information, I attach a copy of the English language version of the 

Press Release (.docx), and some of the pictures (.jpg) that accompanied it. 

 

See you tomorrow evening, 

 

Eurwyn.  
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 The Deerstalkers sold the copyright of Y Cylch Brith to 

Eurwyn, who has now published a slightly different version for 

commercial publishers. 
 

Sherlock Holmes now speaks 

in the Welsh language for the first 

time 

 
At the Emmys Award ceremony recently held in Los 
Angeles the BBC Wales' Sherlock drama series  was 
accredited with international acclaim.   This has given the 
capital city of Wales much grounds for celebration, 
particularly as the whole series had been produced at 
Cardiff's Roath Harbour studios.  It is timely therefore 
that this week a Welsh adaptation of Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle's most popular tale of all about the original 
detective Sherlock Holmes, is available from Welsh 
bookshops throughout Wales. 
 
Y Cylch Brith is Eurwyn Pierce Jones' adaptation of The 
Speckled Band - a classically famous Conan Doyle short 
story; and this exiting enterprise has established the 
Welsh Language as the hundredth language in which one 
or more of Sir Conan Doyle's grand literary works are 
now available. 
 
The Speckled Band was indeed the famous author's most 
favourite tale from amongst the whole of his collective 
writings concerning the mysterious crime-solving 
exploits of Sherlock Holmes; and Welsh author Eurwyn 
Pierce Jones together with the Gwasg y Lolfa Press at 
Talybont near Aberystwyth have high hopes that Welsh 
readers in their myriads will delight themselves in 
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hearing the illustrious detective speaking naturally in 
Welsh for the very first time since he ever appeared in 
print in 1887. 
 
“Constructing a readable modern Welsh version of the 
Victorian-styled English narrative which characterises the 
source text was quite a complex challenge," explains the 
Abermule-based author and translator, who hails 
originally from the Welsh-speaking heartland area of Y 
Bala. 
 
"The major prerequisite of such an assignment as this 
was to ensure that the end product would preserve the 
essential nuances and characteristics of the famous 
original English text, whilst simultaneously satisfying the 
demands of a differently orientated idiom and syntax 
structure of the adopted Welsh language, which claims 
the prestigious reputation of being the oldest living 
language in Europe.  Such a task also inevitably entailed 
the merging of the linguist’s disciplined expertise and the 
author’s creative artistry, in portraying Victorian 
lifestyles and conventions by means of a phraseology 
with which a contemporary Welsh reader would be 
comfortable." 
 
"In terms of rendering the story’s speech register 
acceptable to an all-Wales audience in the twenty first 
century, one of the ploys used was to allocate a northern 
vernacular to both the suffering protagonist and the 
murderous villain, whilst assigning to both the detective-
saviour figure and his narrating assistant a southern 
Welsh dialect.  Likewise, as a compromise to the modern 
reader in a multi-media age, who might possibly be 
unaccustomed to engaging with protracted multi-clause 
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passages of text, the narrative was dissected here and 
there into smaller bite-sized phrases.  Elsewhere, a 
minimum of descriptive support text was added to 
compensate for possible unfamiliarity with the habits 
and fashions of a foregone era; though guarding against 
the intrusion of any sneaking anachronistic concepts.  
Indeed, a self-imposed threshold was applied in order to 
restrain and suppress the translator’s own voice, for fear 
of allowing it to overwhelm A.C. Doyle’s own authentic 
style and articulate expression." 
 
 
 
“So, although the general diction of Y Cylch Brith tends 
towards a literary style, nevertheless I have tried to 
ensure that its linguistic tonality is suitable for young 
readers of the twenty first century, and is particularly 
appropriate reading material for English speakers of all 
ages who may be currently learning to speak Welsh.  A 
major benefit to those readers is the assurance that this 
Welsh version follows Conan Doyle's own initial English 
text as near as could possibly be achieved, almost 
sentence by sentence.  That renders this short volume of 
fiction a truly excellent way of consolidating and 
progressing the Welsh language learning journey; as 
readers will be able to easily compare any passage in the 
Welsh version with the equivalent section from Doyle's 
authorised original English version, which is even freely 
available on-line." 
 
Author Eurwyn Pierce Jones is keen to express his 
sincere gratitude to the executive committee of the 
Deerstalkers of Welshpool and all its members who 
comprise the Welshpool based first Sherlockian Society 
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of Wales.  They were the ones who were primarily 
responsible for initialising this venture, for securing the 
copyrights and publishing rights, and for facilitating the 
sales and promotional aspects of this publication - by 
marketing this short volume to Sherlockian enthusiasts 
and book collectors all over the world. 
 
 
Author's biographical details: 
 
During his childhood years Eurwyn lived in the Bala 
area, in the heartland of Welsh speaking North Wales; 
then pursued various occupations which led him in turn 
from one Welsh county to another.  At thirty years of 
age he left a career in aircraft flight and navigational 
instrumentation engineering, to graduate in Welsh 
language and literature at the University of Wales in 
Aberystwyth, before serving as a secondary school 
teacher; from where he moved on as a careers and 
commercial management adviser.  For the last twenty 
years he has worked as a freelance Welsh-English text 
translator and simultaneous interpreter, in which 
capacity he has frequently engaged in assignments 
which have strong literary aspects. 
 
Author's contact details: 
 
Mr Eurwyn Pierce Jones  [BA, BSc, MTh, MIMtg, MCIM, PGCE, DipEd, Cert Trans/Int] 
Manager-Practitioner  -  SWIFTS 
Standard Welsh Interpretation & Functional Translation 
Services 
 
On the next page is a photo of Eurwyn disguised as 
Sherlock Holmes. 
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Eurwyn “Sherlock” Pierce  Jones 
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Received 4-9-2014 

Name: Nicky Jevon 

Email: nicky@balanceinbeing.co.uk 

Comment: Dear Mr. Upton-Holder,  I have just learnt about your society 

through Bill Rowell, who has recently taken the funeral/cremation service 

for my brother Tim Hammond.  Tim passed away on 9th August and he 

was a devotee of Sherlock Holmes.  I so wish we had known of your 

existence beforehand.   

I am Peter Hammond's eldest daughter and you may know that he directed 

many of the Jeremy Brett Sherlock Holmes for television, amonst a huge 

body of other work. 

I am sorting out my brother affairs and there are some items I would like to 

donate to your society, once I have sorted them all out.   

If you are interested do let me know.  In the meantime I send you brightest 

wishes, Nicky 

 

Time: September 4, 2014 at 3:13 pm 

IP Address: 82.138.203.206 

Contact Form URL: http://sherlockholmeswelshpool.com/contact/ 

Sent by an unverified visitor to your site. 

* 

I replied on 5-9-2914 

Dear Nicky Jevon, 
  
Thank you so much for your e-mail. 
I, too, wish that your late brother had found out about the Deerstalkers. 
We would be delighted to have any Holmesian items that you care to donate. 
We would also be pleased if you could attend our next meeting (assuming that 
you live in this area) on Friday 19th September, 8.00 pm at Baskerville, 146 Little 
Henfaes Drive, Welshpool, SY21 7BA. 
We have a website  www.sherlockholmeswelshpool.com  that you might care to 
have a look at. 
  

mailto:nicky@balanceinbeing.co.uk
http://sherlockholmeswelshpool.com/contact/
http://www.sherlockholmeswelshpool.com/
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With best Holmesian wishes, 
 

Roy (Upton-Holder) 
* 

Received on 5-9-2014 

Dear Roy, many thanks for your reply.  Indeed I live fairly locally: 

Llanfechain.  As to your next meeting, am not sure if I will have everything 

ready to pass onto you and would rather wait until I have things gathered 

together as there may be some in London at one of my other brother's 

house.  If I can make your next meeting, with or without memorabilia, I 

shall let you know.  Until we meet I send you all brightest wishes, Nicky   

*   *   *   *   *   *   * 

The Condover Irregulars find out 
How Watson learned the trick. 

 

My cousin John and his wife Avis (who live in Condover,  Shropshire) 

regularly scour the newspapers for articles/news  about Sherlock Holmes or 

Conan Doyle. 

     

 
Avis and John (shortly after John came out of hospital) 
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    The latest information they sent me was that a miniature Sherlock 

Holmes book, written exclusively for Queen Mary’s dolls house, is to be 

reproduced in the original format. 

     Sir Arthur Conan Doyle wrote the story by hand in pages measuring one 

and a half inches by one inch.   The story, written in 1922,  was called How 

Watson learned the Trick ,in which Watson tries to use Holmes’s method 

of deduction but with poor results! 

   This miniature book, measuring 38.5 mm X 30 mm, will be published by 

Walker Books, in collaboration with the Royal Collection Trust, on 

October 2
nd

 at £12-99. 

                                                              

 
 

How Watson learned the trick – in miniature! 
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         The cover.                                     The miniature book.          Information Booklet. 

 

   The miniature book  fits inside the big cover, and the booklet containing 

all the information about Queen Mary’s dolls house (and the writing of the 

story) fits in a slot under where the minayure book is.  
   This now available from Amazon for (including postage) £11-84 

*    *    *    *    * 

A Sherlock Holmes Games Night 
 

    A Sherlock Holmes Games Night is to be organised by Games Master 

Martin, assisted by his brother Michael, for Wednesday 22
nd

 October at 

8.00 pm in The Snug at The King’s Head, Guilsfield (which is about 3 

miles from Welshpool). 

    Several Sherlock Holmes games will be tried out, including 221b and the 

Sherlock version of Cluedo.  We also have several other Holmes games  

which will be used in the future. 

    Martin and Michael are also modifying a Holmes game devised by past 

members of The Deerstalkers, Gail and Ianto. 

    Meals are, of course, available at The King’s Head but sandwiches amd 

snacks can also be ordered. 

 Don’t forget  -Wednesday 22
nd

 October 8.00 pm at 

The King’s Head, Guilsfield – Games Night. 


