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SUBSCRIPTION TIME 
 

Just a reminder that Annual subscriptions are 

now due, so if you want to continue to be a 

Deerstalker, please send your cheque for £12 

(made payable to The Deerstalkers of Welshpool) 
to :- 

 

Heidi Addicott 

“Marcella” 

Salop Road 

Welshpool 

Powys 

SY21 7ET 

 

If you no longer wish to be a Deerstalker we would like to 

thank you for your support in the past. 

*   *    *    *    * 

The AGM on Friday 8
th

 May, 8.00 pm 

*    *    *    *    *    * 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT BASKERVILLE 

FRIDAY MARCH 6TH AT 8PM 
In the absence of Joan, the minutes were taken by Dennis 

PRESENT   Roy, Ian, Martin, Dennis, Michael, Heidi 
APOLOGIES   Peter, Joan, Colin, Phil 
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MINUTES   The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as correct, and 

signed by someone. 
  
NEXT MEETING  - the AGM -   Friday May 8th, 8pm at Baskerville 
  
Martin advised members that his special event will take place on the last 

Thursday in May, at his book shop in Welshpool Market Hall.  He will have 

late-night opening.  There will be pre-packed sandwiches from Tesco (Health 

& Safety reasons)  People will be asked to give a donation for the sandwiches, 

rather than 'purchasing' them.  The event will include quizzes, board games, 

pens and tea towels etc 
  
Roy said that pens were available now @ £1, and several were sold 

immediately.  The tea towels would be available during the second week of 

March. 
  
The special viewing of a Sherlock Holmes DVD was scheduled for the 

evening of March 21st, at Baskerville.  Apologies had been received from 

Dennis and Michael. 
  
The draw was won by Martin, who received a special Sherlock Holmes mug. 
  
LIBRARY REPORT   Dennis reported that a recent large donation to the 

library had prompted a clearout of duplicated magazines, plus redundant audio 

tapes and VHS video tapes.  Roy agreed that the items should be given to 

Martin for him to sell, and that had been done. 
  
Dennis read an item from the editorial page of The Times.  It was derogatory 

towards Conan Doyle and Holmes, and a lively discussion ensued. 
  
Roy invited reviews of a TV programme entitled Arthur & George, an account 

of Conan Doyle's real-life involvement in a miscarriage of justice.  Verbal 
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opinions were mixed, and Roy invites comments for the Bugle from those who 

watched the three-parter. 
  
Martin showed two Sherlock Holmes books dated 1891. 
  
As Roy was suffering from a bad cold, the meeting closed earlier than usual ay 

8.55pm. 

 

*    *    *    *    * 

ARTHUR & GEORGE 
Review by Avis Lesley Hughes BR (Condover Irregulars) 

 

The adaptation from Julian Barnes’ book was shown recently as a 

three-part by I.T.V. starring Martin Clunes. Despite Martin Clunes’ 

dubious dialect, this was genuine compelling viewing – and best of 

all, it was based on real events in the life of Sir Arthur Conan 

Doyle, as he pursued a notorious miscarriage of justice and his 

quest to prove the innocence of George Edalji and the appalling  

animal mutilations. 

With racial tensions in the background and Arthur and his trusty 

friend Woodie at times on great danger this made an exciting 

series. 

*    *    *    *    *    * 

ARTHUR & GEORGE  -  ITV1  MARCH 2015 
DENNIS J DUGGAN (BR, HONS) 

  
The first episode of this three-parter aired on ITV1 at 9pm March 2nd. 
  
It is an adaptation of Julian Barnes' novel (which I have read) and concerns Sir 

Arthur Conan Doyle's real life involvement with a miscarriage of justice. 
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Bugle readers will be familiar with the case of George Edalji, who was 

wrongfully convicted of mutilating livestock.  Martin Clunes stars as Conan 

Doyle. 
  
Had I not known ACD's marital background I would have been very confused 

after the first ten minutes, as it was not clear to me who was who.  By 9.30pm 

(we watched it in bed - too much information??) I had become bored and fell 

asleep.  Stephanie watched to the end, but next morning reported she had not 

been terribly impressed. 
  
The two newspaper reviews I saw were also very lukewarm.  One said that 

Clunes was more like Dr Watson than Conan Doyle. 
  
I thought it was a plodding production, and will not bother to watch the last 

two episodes. 

*    *    *    * 
 

An evening of vintage Holmes on DVD at Baskervillle 

on Saturday March 21
st
.  

 

     Members Ian Corke, Colin Stratford, Martin Riffel, Phil and Heidi 

Addicott, Roy and Joan Upton-Holder gathered together in the front room of 

Baskerville to see some vintage Sherlock Holmes films which had been 

collected and put onto two sets of DVDs – naturally, we were not able to see 

them all as there is about12 hours viewing on both sets! 

    The two boxed sets were given to Roy as a Christmas present by Ian and 

Julie (his step-son and daughter-in-law). 

     It was decided at the last meeting that it would make an interesting 

evening’s viewing to see a few of these old films. 

      Before the viewing started Roy drew attention to the fact that an article 

about Martin’s bookshop had appeared in The County Times with a good 

photo of him holding a Sherlock Holmes book for all to see! 

     The evening’s entertainment began with a viewing of The Man who 

Disappeared, a 1951 film which featured John Longden as Sherlock Holmes. 
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It was an adaptation of the case of The Man with the Twisted Lip – to which it  

.  only slightly resembled. – and originally was the pilot for a proposed 

television series 

      Then we watched a 1921 (silent) version of The Man with the Twisted Lip 

With Ellie Norwood as Sherlock Holmes.  Although only a silent film this was 

faithful to the original story and was very interesting/ 

      Then to finish we heard  (there was nothing to see on the screen except an 

advert of the show) the Sherlock Holmes Radio broadcast of The Bruce-

Partington Plans featuring Basil Rathbone as Holmes and Nigel Bruce as Dr. 

Watson.  This episode was broadcast on November 6
th

 1939 and was 

sponsored by the Bromo Quinine Company.  The sound track was very clear 

and the acting superb – for Roy it was the highlight of the evening. 

      The evening ended with coffee/fruit juices and nibbles 

*    *    *    *    *    * 

E-mail received from the British Film Institute 

12
th

 March 2015 

 
Dear sir/madam, 

 

On Monday 23 March the British Film Institute are releasing the BBC’s 1965 

Sherlock Holmes series on DVD for the first time in the UK. Starring Douglas 

Wilmer and Nigel Stock, their portrayals are critically lauded and are possibly 

the closest yet to Conan Doyle’s original vision for the characters. 

 

This long-awaited release features all 12 episodes of the original series as well 

an array of fascinating special features. These include two reconstructions of 

partially-surviving episodes, an alternative presentation of the Detectives pilot 

episode, an alternative title sequence, an interview with Douglas Wilmer and a 

number of newly-recorded audio commentaries. 

 

This wealth of special features, along with the contextualising details in the 

accompanying booklet, are bound to fascinate fans of fiction’s most famous 

detective and would certainly be of great interest to your members. Would it 

be possible to include information about the release in any forthcoming society 
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e-bulletins or newsletters? Would you be able to feature any details about the 

release on any social media channels you operate?  

 

Any assistance you can offer us would be greatly appreciated. For more 

information on the DVD please click here. 

 

All the best, 

 

Alex 

 
Alex Prideaux 

Marketing Assistant,  
British Film Institute (BFI) 

 
BFI, 21 Stephen Street, London W1T 1LN, United Kingdom  

T: +44( 0)20 7957 8961 

 

 Note from Roy – If you buy this from the BSI it will cost £39-99, bit you can 

buy it from Amazon for £23-50. 

*    *    *    *    *    * 

Douglas Wilmer (b. 1920 -        ) 
 

    Wilmer was born in London and educated at King's School, Canterbury and 

Stonyhurst College (where Arthur Conan Doyle also attended). He trained at 

RADA but was called up to the Army in World War II. Posted to an antitank 

battery in the Royal West African Frontier Force, he was invalided out after he 

developed tuberculosis.  He made his 1945 stage debut in repertory at Rugby. 

He appeared frequently on the London stage, mainly in classical and 

Shakespearean roles. 

    He made his first major film appearance in Laurence Olivier's Richard III 

(1955); thereafter he appeared in a large number of films, mostly in supporting 

roles. They include several epic films: as M. Desmoulins in The Battle of the 

River Plate (1956), as Al-Mu'tamin in el Cid (1961), Cleopatra (1963), The 

Fall of the Roman Empire (1964), as Khalifa Abdullah in Khartoum (1966), as 

Maj. Gen. Francis de Guingand in Patton (1970), as Sir Thomas Fairfax in 

Cromwell (1970), and Antony and Cleopatra (1972). 

http://shop.bfi.org.uk/sherlock-holmes.html#.VQB1iOEd2d4
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King%27s_School,_Canterbury
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canterbury
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stonyhurst_College
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Academy_of_Dramatic_Art
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antitank
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artillery_battery
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_West_African_Frontier_Force
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Repertory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shakespearean
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laurence_Olivier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_III_(1955_film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Battle_of_the_River_Plate_(film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Battle_of_the_River_Plate_(film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Cid_(film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleopatra_(1963_film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Fall_of_the_Roman_Empire_(film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Fall_of_the_Roman_Empire_(film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khartoum_(film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patton_(film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Thomas_Fairfax
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cromwell_(film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antony_and_Cleopatra_(1972_film)
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Other appearances include Jason and the Argonauts, the Pink Panther films A 

Shot in the Dark (1964) and Revenge of the Pink Panther (1978), The Vampire 

Lovers (1970), The Golden Voyage of Sinbad (1974), and Octopussy (1983). 

   He is mainly associated with the role of Sherlock Holmes which he first 

played in the BBC's 1964 production of The Speckled Band. Together with co-

star Nigel Stock, who played Doctor Watson, Wilmer was brought back for a 

further twelve episodes of the series. In 1973, Wilmer played author Jacques 

Futrelle's Holmesian detective Professor Van Dusen in The Rivals of Sherlock 

Holmes for ITV. In 1975 he once again appeared as Holmes (albeit in a 

supporting role) in Gene Wilder's The Adventure of Sherlock Holmes' Smarter 

Brother, with Thorley Walters as Dr Watson.                                                     

Wilmer also played Sir Denis Nayland Smith in two Harry Alan Towers' Fu 

Manchu films The Brides of Fu Manchu (1966) and The Vengeance of Fu 

Manchu (1967).                                                                                           

Wilmer was an honorary member of the Sherlock Holmes Society of 

London.[2] He has recorded a series of the stories on audio cassette for Penguin 

audio books and has appeared as a guest at several UK and US events, the 

most recent being the Society's Golden Jubilee Dinner in January 2001.[3]            

In 2009, Wilmer published his autobiography entitled Stage Whispers. On 24 

March 2009, Wilmer was guest of honour at a launch party for his book held 

at the National Liberal Club in Whitehall Place, London.                                 

In 2012, Wilmer made a cameo appearance in the The Reichenbach Fall 

episode of Sherlock. He played an irate old man in The Diogenes Club[citation  

* 
   *    *    *    * 

Mr. Holmes  -  a new movie 

   A new movie with Sir Ian McKellen playing the part of an aged, 

and retired, Sherlock Holmes looking back on his life. 

   The film is due to be released on Friday 19
th
 June this year. 

    This should be a film worth having a look at. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jason_and_the_Argonauts_(1963_film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pink_Panther
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Shot_in_the_Dark_(1964_film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Shot_in_the_Dark_(1964_film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revenge_of_the_Pink_Panther
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Vampire_Lovers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Vampire_Lovers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Golden_Voyage_of_Sinbad
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Octopussy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sherlock_Holmes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BBC
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Speckled_Band
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nigel_Stock_(actor)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor_Watson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sherlock_Holmes_(1965_TV_series)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Futrelle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Futrelle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Rivals_of_Sherlock_Holmes_(TV_series)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Rivals_of_Sherlock_Holmes_(TV_series)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gene_Wilder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Adventure_of_Sherlock_Holmes%27_Smarter_Brother
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Adventure_of_Sherlock_Holmes%27_Smarter_Brother
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thorley_Walters
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fu_Manchu#Commissioner_Sir_Denis_Nayland_Smith_and_Dr._Petrie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Alan_Towers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fu_Manchu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fu_Manchu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Brides_of_Fu_Manchu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Vengeance_of_Fu_Manchu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Vengeance_of_Fu_Manchu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sherlock_Holmes#Societies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sherlock_Holmes#Societies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_Wilmer#cite_note-2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penguin_Books
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penguin_Books
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_Wilmer#cite_note-3
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Liberal_Club
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Reichenbach_Fall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sherlock_(TV_series)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Diogenes_Club
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed
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Tea – pot luck 
 

 I received an e-mail from Carters of Suffolk (makers of novelty tea pots0 to  

say that they had made a new Sherlock Holmes tea pot. – and I replied……. 

And they replied………………… 

 

 

Hello Mr Upton-Holder, 

 

    Thank you for your telephone call earlier today. The 2015 limited edition 

‘Sherlock Holmes’ teapot, series 1, has just been released. In fact we have yet 

to list it on our website, although this will happen soon! In terms of 

collectability of the teapot therefore, we are currently offering very low (two 

digit) serial numbers. All of our products are handmade and hand painted, 

with hand applied decals and where appropriate gold and/or platinum detail. 

They are supplied with certificates and swing tags, and safely boxed for 

shipping. 

    The retail price, in line with our similar designs, is £69.99, and we accept 

all major credit cards, paypal etc. cheque, or bank transfer. Our normal 

postage & packing price in the UK is £10, however we can waive this entirely 

for two or more teapots delivered to a single address. If indeed you can 

interest any friends or associates who might also be interested therefore, a 

saving is possible although as a manufacturer we do not list products below 

our own ‘recommended selling price’ which we advise to retailers.  

   If you do wish to purchase, we can in advance of the product being 

displayed on our website, accept a telephoned order. 

   I have attached some more general information about our company and 

products. 

 

Best Regards 

 

Brett Hawksbee  

* 

So Joan kindly treated me to a teapot. 
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The tea pots are a limited edition – and I’ve got No.1 ! 

 
 

And here is the id. 
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*    *    *    *    *    * 

Not a problem for Holmes 
by Ian Corke BR (Hons.) 

 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s character Sherlock Holmes used many forensic techniques 

long before the police adopted them. In some cases the techniques he claimed to have 

used were not actually possible at the time but would later become possible as a result 

of advances in microscopy and the advent of spectroscopy. 

Some developments he did not foresee were that of CCTV, the internet, and 

unmanned Aerial Devices or drones. 

There has recently been much discussion about the effectiveness of CCTV and 

whether or not existing systems should be cut-back or abolished. 
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Nowhere has this been more contentious than in the Dyfed-Powys police area with 

the Crime Commissioner, Christopher Salmon, asking Instrom Security Consultants 

to submit a report on the subject costing £30,000. 

Town Clerk, Robert Robinson, is a fierce defender of the system installed in 

Welshpool town centre and with some justification.  

The battleground has focussed on deterrence but as Instrom have correctly concluded 

there is no evidence, and never has been, contrary to popular belief, that CCTV has 

ever been justified on these grounds. 

Having said that their deterrence value is de minimis why do I support Robert 

Robinson’s view that we should keep our cameras in Welshpool. 

The answer is simply that their real value lies in evidence and intelligence gathering. 

Often witnesses are reluctant to come forward for a number of reasons which include 

fear of reprisals and a view, sometimes justified, that the police will treat them as 

suspects. In these circumstances, with no witnesses, a conviction would not be 

possible without CCTV evidence. 

CCTV can be of critical importance in intelligence gathering, particularly about a 

possible terrorist attack or a serious crime which will take place in the future. 

Whilst the Instrom report sets out clearly the position there is nothing in it which 

comes as a surprise if only because information on the effectiveness of CCTV in the 

battle against crime is something which various police forces and the Home Office 

have been aware of for several years. 

The force which was one of the first to deploy cameras, and particularly high 

definition, for this purpose was the former Royal Ulster Constabulary in Belfast.  

The City of London Police and the Metropolitan Police Service both make extensive 

use of CCTV systems. 

Although these examples are in large conurbations and the crime spectrum may be 

different in rural Wales the issues which surround the efficacy of CCTV installations 

always appear to be the same.  

How valuable are CCTV Systems in fighting crime? 

There are 3 major parameters by which the effectiveness of these systems can be 

measured. 

1. Deterrence 

2. Evidential 

3. Intelligence gathering 

Deterrent Value of CCTV 

Common sense would suggest that:- 

 The installation of CCTV systems in our towns and cities would have a 

deterrent effect on crime. 



14 

 

 If they do not the systems should be switched off or dismantled. 

As is often the case common sense is wrong; the technical term being “counter-

intuitive”. (i.e. contrary to intuition or to common-sense expectation) 

There may be some instances where the cameras have had a deterrent effect both 

short and long term but my overall experience is that they do not. 

Following the installation of a system at a large TV studio complex, it never ceased to 

amaze me that some staff was prepared to attempt theft in full view of the cameras 

which were both monitored by security officers and recorded. 

At a more local level an attack on the camera installed at the Welshpool motte-and-

bailey site was not deterred by the existence of the camera but played a key role in 

arresting the perpetrators; their images having already been captured leading up to 

and during the attack. 

There is therefore no case for CCTV based on deterrence alone.  

Evidential Value of CCTV 

The Instrom report makes the point that much of the recorded material may not meet 

evidential standards with regard to the courts. 

There is no simple test as to what evidential value a particular CCTV image might 

have. Like all other branches of forensic science it requires expert knowledge to make 

full use of the images CCTV systems produce. 

I recall a prosecution, involving a stolen VCR, which failed because prosecuting 

counsel did not ask questions of the defendant in the correct order even though the 

police had been advised by a Home Office expert that it was critical to do so. 

Even when a high quality image of a suspect committing an offence is available it 

may well not be enough to secure a conviction by itself. It is always open to defence 

counsel to claim that the image is of someone who merely looks like the culprit.  

Thus, as image quality deteriorates more ancillary evidence will be needed. 

However, it should be remembered that the suspect will not know, at least at the point 

of arrest, that the material may subsequently not be admissible in court. Suspects are 

more willing to confess when faced with a recording of the event.  

Threshold of image quality 

There is no absolutely definable point at which it can be said that a particular CCTV 

image has no evidential value. 

Analysis of material can be made on two scientific bases: instruments that test the 

quality of the image using algorithms which simulate the human eye/brain interface 

and those which make actual measurements of the signal on a line by line basis. 

Recognition of suspects is primarily by their facial features. Enhancement of poor 

quality images of this type is full of pitfalls and is likely to be successfully challenged 

by the defence. 
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However, other parts of the picture can provide evidence that the clothing or other 

items they wore at the time were those of the suspect. A suspect’s “gait” when 

walking is just as unique to that person as is fingerprints. 

Image enhancement 

Under certain circumstances it is possible to enhance a CCTV image such that what 

the human eye could not discern can still provide useful evidence. 

This is particularly true of vehicle number plates which may be difficult to discern 

because of the quality of the image. 

Whilst enhanced images of number plates are in themselves not acceptable to the 

courts and would inevitably be challenged by the defence they can provide 

investigators with valuable information such as make, type and colour of vehicle. (At 

night camera will probably revert to a black and white image so only greyscale data 

will be available rather than colour) 

This will often enable police to narrow the search down to a small number of 

potential vehicles/suspects of which further enquires can be made. 

Intelligence Value of CCTV 

It is in this area that CCTV can be of most value.  

It is better in daylight than at night when the images are likely to revert to black and 

white unless artificial light levels are significant.  

Even when light levels are such that the human eye can see nothing the CCTV camera 

is able to “see” by the use of infrared illumination or the use of image intensifiers. 

(The use of image intensifiers is mainly used by the military) 

Intelligence gathering may be done covertly by both police and, more often, by the 

SIS or using cameras which are highly visible. For reasons which are not fully 

understood criminals appear to be oblivious to the presence of cameras.  

An outstanding example of the use of CCTV for this purpose was operation Magician 

which foiled the attempt to steal the Millennium Star from the Dome in November 

2000. 

Following a tip-off the police using a combination of fixed CCTV camera’s and some 

additionally installed units were able to follow the movements of the gang concerned 

and lie in wait for them. 

In fighting the upsurge in terrorist threats CCTV is an invaluable tool. 

The increasing mobility of criminal gangs who travel long distances to commit 

crimes, in the hope that it will make their arrest more difficult, means that efficient 

methods of tracking them need to be adopted. The use of police helicopters has 

proved effective but the cost is very high and a unit may not be available. 

In the Dyfed-Powys police area a robbery at the Machynlleth branch of Barclays bank 

in 2013 by 3 men from the West Midlands was a classic example of career criminals 
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travelling a long distance. In the event they abandoned the getaway vehicle in 

Welshpool where one of them was arrested. 

Tracking the movement of terrorist suspects is a vital part of stopping attacks before 

they happen, and bringing them to justice where an attack has been successful. 

Once a suspect has come to the attention of police or intelligence services, which will 

often be some months before an attack is to take place, photographs of the suspect, 

either already on the Police National Computer or obtained by covert observation can 

be used to monitor their movements. 

Facial Recognition Software 

This type of software, which is remarkably efficient, allows a target to be tracked 

without, or with very little, human intervention. 

Provided that a full face picture of the target is available then images from CCTV 

cameras anywhere can be compared to it automatically. Even when the picture 

captured elsewhere is a profile view the system can still work. When it is unsure it 

will display several images which it thinks are a possible match.  

The system is self learning so that when an operator confirms that an image is that of 

the target the ability to make a more accurate decision next time is enhanced. 

Even when the target is driving a vehicle it has been able to operate successfully 

using pictures taken through a vehicle windscreen.  

Mobile or Fixed Installation 

Both types have their value depending on circumstances. 

Locations at which there is recurrent anti-social behaviour, disorder or high serious 

crime rates justify fixed installations. 

However, in other areas mobile installations whether in a vehicle or “pop-up” (semi-

permanent in that they are attached to existing lamp standards, etc.) and left there for 

a particular event or short period will be more relevant. 

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV’s) 

The use of UAV’s sometimes referred to as “drones” is something we are likely to see 

in use more often. 

There are however safety and privacy issues which may restrict the rate of take-up. 

Essentially the device, at least in its non-military use, is a small multi-rotor platform 

driven by electric motors and deriving power from lithium-ion batteries. A stabilised 

camera mounting hangs below. They are usually in the form of quadcopter, 

hexacopter or octocopter. (i.e. 4, 6 or 8 rotor) 

Control is by radio with Global Positioning System (GPS) navigation which gives 

location accuracy of 0.3 to 2 metres depending on the type of navigational data 

processing. To prevent the possibility of the batteries becoming discharged whilst 

airborne the unit is programmed to automatically return to base before there is 

insufficient battery power remaining. 



17 

 

The UAV is particularly useful for both surveillance and intelligence gathering 

although so far it is mainly the military and Secret Intelligence Service who have 

made most use of them. 

Transmission of CCTV Pictures 

Early CCTV installations made use of cable connections to a control room but the 

exponential increase in the number of systems, particularly in the UK, has seen the 

adoption of video links by radio and over the internet. 

This means that pictures can be seen simultaneously at police or council control 

rooms and by police officers in cars or on foot patrol. 

Live Monitoring 

Whilst monitoring of the system by an operator is desirable in terms of despatching 

police to an incident, and indeed being aware of that incident as soon as possible, 

there is a cost involved. The use of volunteers to monitor the system should be 

considered with them doing it from police or council offices or from home over the 

internet. 

Networking 

In order to gain maximum advantage from individual installations, particularly in 

small towns, it is desirable that they should be linked together with a feed being 

available to police anywhere in the Dyfed-Powys police area. 

A relatively low cost solution is to connect each installation, via a server, to police 

headquarters/operations centre. The link can be by private wire, Super High 

Frequency link, or if a low cost option is required over the internet. 

Connection over the internet, because of band-width limitation, would require data to 

be uploaded to local servers if facial recognition or Automatic Number Plate 

Recognition ANPR was required.  

More Police Officers or more CCTV? 

CCTV is, like any other crime fighting tool, merely a weapon in the arsenal as much 

as police radios, CS spray, or officers on the ground. 

Effectiveness has to be the overriding consideration in deciding the balance. Rarely is 

efficacy decided by looking at one aspect and in my view too much attention has been 

paid to whether or not CCTV installations are a deterrent in themselves. 

Conclusions 

There is no one size fits all and any decision as to whether to maintain an existing 

CCTV system, enhance it, abolish it or reduce it will depend on the particular 

circumstances. 

The deterrent value of CCTV is minimal and decisions to install or discontinue 

installations based on that parameter have no merit. 
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Those bodies that have ceased to use CCTV have likely done so because they have 

failed to use them in a cogent manner or have wrongly based their decision on 

deterrence value alone. 

The evidential and intelligence value of installations are the most important 

considerations and, my experience over many years, is that used properly they 

provide a cost effective tool in the fight against crime. 

The Dyfed-Powys police area is very different to policing a large city and particularly 

those where the possibility of a terrorist attack is an ever present threat. The rural 

nature of the area means that a different approach has to be taken to the sort of 

installations to opt for compared with a large conurbation. 

Having regard to the large number of small/medium size towns it is my view that a 

system based on that installed in Welshpool, by the town council, with some 

additional refinements offers a good model on which to base other installations. 

It is a small system which is continuously recorded although not monitored in real 

time. Police can review recordings if the need arises, mainly for evidential purposes. 

The installation of other systems of this type, and bringing back into use of those that 

have been abandoned, with a server and connection to the internet would allow them 

to be networked with a feed being available to the police. 

In order to keep networking costs to a minimum the internet provides the best option 

but the limitation on bandwidth would make some useful features difficult to achieve. 

However, this can be largely overcome by uploading software and data to the local 

server so that it runs in real time and only transmits data when alarm conditions are 

met. 

*    *    *    *    *    * 

Profile :  Deerstalker Martin Riffel 
 

    My name is Martin Riffel, I am 21 years old and I own the local bookshop 

in the Market Village, Welshpool.  I first became interested in Sherlock 

Holmes at the age of 8, which was around the first time that I had ever seen a 

Jeremy Brett episode, of Sherlock Holmes on the TV. This interested me to go 

on and read the original canon of books by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.  I 

discovered then that my favourite story is, 'The Adventure of the Bruce-

Partington Plans', however, I thoroughly enjoy them all. The thing that most 

interested me about Sherlock Holmes, was his ability to always be available 

for those who needed him most.  

   I had known Roy many years before joining the Deerstalkers, as he had been 

my clarinet teacher since I was around 11 years old. We would often chat 
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about various historical, musical and interesting topics. I often noticed that he 

had a lot of Sherlock Holmes memorabilia and paraphernalia around his 

house. This intrigued me and so I decided to ask Roy about his interest in 

Sherlock Holmes. It was around this time, that he mentioned the Deerstalkers.   

          However, it took me until I was 18 years old to join the group.  From 

then on, I have been involved in a number of events and outings that have 

been very enlightening to me and has broadened my knowledge of Sherlock 

Holmes greatly, as well as introducing me to lots of new people. My younger 

brother, Michael, joined the group a year later, as he was also very interested 

in Sherlock Holmes. I and Michael are currently two of the youngest members 

of any Sherlock Holmes societies in the world.   

   Off the back of this, I am now currently, in the process of organising a 

Sherlock Holmes themed charity evening, in which I am encouraging locals to 

come along and test their puzzle solving skills, as well as using the evening to 

promote Sherlock Holmes and the Deerstalkers of Welshpool. And I hope that 

in the future, many more people become members of this great group. 

 
Martin at the entrance to his bookshop 
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Martin by part of the Sherlock Holmes section. 


