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Date of next meeting and events :- 
Next meeting :- Friday 3rd  February 2017 

8.00 pm a t Baskerville . 
*    *    *    * 

Minutes of the meeting held in Baskerville at 

8.00 pm on Friday 9th September  2016 

 
1.  Apologies from Phil and Heidi. 
2. Present were Ian, Colin, Dennis, Martin, Joan 

and Roy. 
3.  Date of next meeting to be Friday November 

18th at Baskerville, 8.00 pm. 
4. Anniversary Book out soon : 40 copies ordered 

at a cost of £165-33.   All members to receive 
one free copy. 

5. Date of next Games Night to be confirmed. 

6. Martin’s move to new shop expected in 
September. 

7. Nemesis – tournament?  
8. Sherlock Holmes Quiz Book on sale at  £5. 
9. A.O.B.  – Roy suggested a calendar for 2017 

 
 
Meeting ended at 9.15 pm 
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Minutes of a meeting held on Friday 25
th

 

November, 2016 , 8.00 pm at Baskerville. 

 
Present 
Roy Upton-Holder (RUH)  

Colin Stratford (CS) 

Martin Riffel (MR) 

Ian Corke (IC) 

 

Minutes 

1. Apologies 

Joan, Eurwyn and Dennis. 

In the absence of Joan the minutes were taken by IC. 

 

2. Minutes of 9th September 2016 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read by IC 

and having been approved was signed by MR. 

 

3. Next Meeting 

It was agreed the next meeting would be held on Friday 

3
rd

 February 2017 

 

4. Deerstalker Calendar 

RUH said that a number of emails had been received 

complimenting the Deerstalkers on the quality of the 

2017 calendar. All members were provided with a free 

copy and IC had delivered copies to Glyn Davies MP, 

Russell George AM, the Mayor and Town Clerk of 

Welshpool. Any remaining copes were to be distributed 

by RUH. 
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IC pointed out that the cost and effort of printing the 

calendars containing 13 high quality A4 photographs, on 

an inkjet printer, was prohibitive. It was suggested that 

next year the calendars could simply contain one 

photograph on the reverse of the cover page followed by 

the monthly calendars. 

RUH said that next year we could issue our own 

Christmas cards and would ask Michael Winter to do 

some drawings. 

 MR suggested printing any photos in black and white to 

keep down costs. 

CS pointed out that photos should be more generic and 

not directly related to the Deerstalkers as that would 

reduce their appeal to non-Deerstalkers.  

There appeared to be general agreement on the above 

points. 

 

5. Sherlock Holmes Collection  

MR hoped to have the SH collection, at his shop, fully 

up and running by January/February 2017 

. 

6. Martin’s Shop 

MR suggested Thursday 1st December would be 
the day his new premises would open. 
It was planned that the official grand opening would 
be in Spring 2017 and that some special event 
should accompany it such as “Body in the 
Bookshop” which had previously proved popular. 
It was planned to invite BBC and the press plus 
some local luminaries.  
 

7. A.O.B. 

MR suggested that a video be made, which could 
be shown in his new premises. It would feature Roy 
giving a talk on Sherlock Holmes, etc. 
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IC will provide a video camera, lighting, etc. and a 
test will be carried out over the next few days 
RUH reported that SS MayDay had reviewed the 
Sherlock Holmes Quiz Book and produced a copy 
of their newsletter. 
The future of the Deerstalkers was discussed and 
what events might be held. 
CS pointed out that it was important to decide what 
the exact objectives were before embarking on 
anything. 
It was agreed that the demographics made it 
difficult whatever might be decided. 
MR was hopeful Welshpool, and especially his new 
venture, could become a centre for Sherlockians 
both in Wales and beyond. 
It was noted that Americans and Japanese were 
willing to travel in order to pursue their interest in 
Holmes and Conan Doyle. 
IC suggested Martin should rekindle his “Hardy’s 
Bookstore” website and create a new website with 
a title such as “The Sherlock Holmes Centre in 
Wales.” 
MR will meet with IC to develop the idea. 
 
The meeting closed at 22-07. 
 

*    *    *    *    * 
 

Roy would like to record his thanks to 
Ian Corke for all his work he has done 

on the production of our 2017 
Calendar.  
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iCLASSICS 
BOOKS VIA  APS 

BY  

DENNIS J DUGGAN (BR, HONS) 
  
How times have changed! 

  

With one possible exception, Deerstalkers will remember a world 

without computers, mobile phones, ipads, tablets, aps, facebook, 

instagram etc etc. 
  

If you wanted to watch a TV programme you did so when it was 

broadcast, as until 1972 the domestic video recorder had not been 

invented.  And the early ones were horrendously expensive, so out of 

reach for most people. 
  

Now we have TV on demand, and hundreds of channels to choose 

from.  Until 1955, when ITV appeared, there was only the BBC.  In 

1964 BBC2 arrived, then in 1982 Channel 4 was introduced.  Channel 

5 arrived around 1996, if memory serves me correctly. 
  

Primitive home computers became available in the early 1980's 

(Sinclair Spectrum etc)  I recall that by the mid-eighties my workplace 

was using computers. 
  

'Brick' mobile phones could be had in the late 1980's. and ten years 

later they had become much smaller and were becoming universal. 
  

Meanwhile, desktop personal computers were becoming ever faster 

and more sophisticated.  They were followed by laptops, netbooks, 

ipads and smartphones etc. 
  

Of course you already know all this, but I mention it as an introduction 

to the main topic of this article - the new  iClassic aps. 
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Kindles (electronic books) have been around for ages.  Now even they 

have advanced to a new level via iPads and similar devices.. 
  

iClassics are aps which add animation, sound effects and interactive 

elements to the reading experience.  Currently there are four available 

- Dickens, Conan Doyle, Lovecraft and The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.  
  

The art on each page is detailed and beautiful.  Ghosts in petticoats 

glide across the room, there is spooky music, chains rattle, wolves 

howl. 
  

Today's children are so accustomed to using screens that most have 

stopped reading traditional books.  Thus the idea is to encourage them 

to read the classics via these aps, which cost £2.49 each.  Go to 

iclassicscollection.com/en for more information. 
  

Please note, this article is based on a newspaper cutting given to me by 

Roy.  The Holmes connection is obvious!  I have no personal 

experience of the aps. 
 

*    *    *     * 

A LIFE ON THE OCEAN WAVE 
by 

 Molly Carr 

    
  The musician Henry Russell is said to be the father of Clarke 

Russell, a now relatively unknown writer made immortal  as the 

favourite author of Dr. John H. Watson, long-time companion of 

Sherlock Holmes and chronicler of his many investigations. According 

to Russell Miller’s The Adventures of Conan Doyle, he was also one of 

Doyle's favourite childhood authors, and a great influence on his 

writings. 

 Sherlock sits on one side of the fireplace in the sitting-room of 

the Baker Street lodgings he shares with Watson moodily indexing his 

annals of crime. The Doctor sits on the other side "deep in one of 
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Clark Russell’s fine sea stories." But where Watson likens the wind to 

a child sobbing in the chimney the author he most appreciates says in 

The Sea Queen that it "shrieked like tortured children at the hall door 

and window casements, and roared like the discharge of heavy 

ordinance in the chimney." 

  Born in 1844 in New York, where his father was working at 

the time, Clark Russell later gained his expertise in writing sea stories 

from eight years as a sailor before becoming a journalist on The Daily 

Chronicle. As it happens, however, his father's years in America were 

exceptionally fruitful in other ways. After playing sacred music very 

fast on an organ in a Rochester church, Henry Russell discovered that 

this tempo made good secular sense and he hyped up a well-known 

hymn tune for something he called Get out of the way, Ol’ Dan 

Tucker, a song which must now be of a quite remarkable obscurity. 

But his most long-lasting efforts, which still remain popular even if the 

name of the music-maker is forgotten, are A Life on the Ocean Wave 

and Woodman, Spare that Tree.  

     Altogether Henry wrote over eight hundred songs and on his 

return to Britain became famous as a travelling entertainer. He 

produced musical extravaganzas in London and songs against the 

dangers of taking strong drink. In favour of abolition, temperance and 

the reform of mental institutions to make them more humane, he set to 

music the words of his collaborator and friend the robust and popular 

poet Dr. Charles Mackay (father of Marie Corelli) for example, Cheer, 

Boys, Cheer, There’s a Good Time Coming and To the West. 

     A handsome man, immaculately dressed in white waistcoat, 

black stock and well-tailored trousers, and with a fine stage presence 

and a good singing voice, Henry Russell retired in 1857, when he 

would have been only forty four or five years old. However forty years 

later, when his portrait was exhibited at The Grafton Galleries in 

London,  he was described as still hale and hearty. A former pupil of 

Rossini, he spent much time in Italy and France and fathered a second 

family when he was nearly sixty. His son Landon Ronald (he dropped 

the Russell) was well-known as Dame Nellie Melba’s accompanist on 

her American tour. But, something of an infant prodigy, by 1904 

Landon had become an able orchestral conductor closely associated 
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with the Albert Hall –and a fine interpreter of the music of his good 

friend Edward Elgar.  

 Landon Ronald’s own music was mainly for the   theatre, and 

in 1922 he received a knighthood in George V’s Birthday Honours 

List. From 1910 until his death in 1937 at the age of sixty-five he was 

Principal of the Guildhall School of Music showing that, in the field of 

classical music, he was even more successful than his father had been 

in music of a different genre. Another son from Henry Russell’s 

second marriage, also a Henry and two years older than Landon, 

became a very successful singing teacher and Operatic Impresario.  

 For any reader who would like to learn more about Henry 

Russell A Life on the Ocean Wave by Andrew Lamb was published by 

Fullers Wood Press in 2007.  

 
*    *    *    *    * 

From my Casebook 
by 

Ian Corke BR (Hons.) 

 
Ian C Corke describes a case he was consulted about some years ago 

which demonstrates the importance of forensic evidence and more 

importantly how revealing too much to a suspect too soon or asking 

questions in the wrong order can determine the success or failure of a 

prosecution. 

A VHS video recorder and some video tapes had been stolen and 

following police enquiries were found on the premises of suspect A.  

It was believed that another person, suspect B, had been involved in 

the theft but the only machine found at his home address was shown to 

be legitimately owned by him.  

Some video tapes at both addresses appeared to be of similar types 

which led the police to conclude suspect B had been involved in the 

theft. 

In order to prove this the police had to show that the tapes found at 

both locations had been recorded on the stolen machine and that 



12 

 

suspect B had not merely been given them by A without knowing they 

were stolen. 

Tests were carried out by the Home Office Laboratories on the stolen 

VHS machine; the one legitimately owned by the suspect B, and the 

tapes found at both suspects’ addresses. 

The public may not be aware that every VHS machine has a unique 

footprint and it possible to say whether a particular tape was recorded 

on it or not. 

In order to do this a piece of equipment capable of analysing, with 

great accuracy, the elements of the video signal is required. Such a 

machine was the Tektronix VM700A which, at that time, was in use 

by some police forces such as the RUC and MPS, the Home Office, 

MOD and DofE Special Security Branch. 

 
Teltronix VM700a 

 

 

Analysis showed that some tapes found at both the premises of 

suspects A and B had been recorded on the stolen machine. 

The VHS machine and tapes found at the premises of A did not have 

B’s fingerprints on them and the tapes found at B’s home had both his 

and suspect A’s prints upon them. 

Faced with the evidence A admitted that he had stolen the machine 

and tapes and implicated suspect B having been told, by the police, 

that both of their prints had been found on the tapes at B’s home. 

When B was first interviewed he denied having been involved in the 

theft and said that the tapes, that the police believed to be stolen, 

actually belonged to him. 

The police were advised, by a Home Office video expert, that if they 

wanted to prosecute B then he would need to be questioned again and 
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that the questions to be asked, and order in which they were asked was 

critically important. 

It was made clear that the fact that both A and B’s fingerprints were 

found on the tapes in B’s possession should on no account be revealed 

to him. 

The rational for this was that if B knew that his and A’s prints were on 

the tapes, in his possession, he would simply claim they were given to 

him by A and that he was unaware they were stolen. 

Suspect B, who had already claimed the tapes in question belong to 

him, was re-interviewed. 

He claimed he had recorded the tapes on the machine belonging to 

him, presumably not realising that the forensic evidence proved 

conclusively those tapes had been recorded on the stolen machine. 

At this point the police made a crucial, if understandable, blunder and 

told B that they knew the tapes had in fact been recorded on the stolen 

machine. 

B realising he was in a corner then apologised and told police he had 

been mistaken and that it was, in fact, his friend who had given the 

tapes to him and denied any knowledge of them being stolen. 

Both A and B were taken to court. Having previously admitted his 

guilt suspect A was convicted but suspect B was discharged there 

being insufficient evidence to prove he had taken part in the original 

theft of the recorder or tapes, or receiving property knowing or 

suspecting it to have been stolen. 

What this example illustrates is the role that forensic evidence can 

play, even in a relatively minor case, and the importance of not 

revealing to a suspect too much about what you know. 

I take the view, particularly where a serious crime has been 

committed, and forensic evidence is critical that suspects should be 

questioned by forensic experts and not the police. It is virtually 

impossible for a police officer, no matter how experienced, but 

without considerable forensic knowledge, to know what the effect will 

be of revealing that evidence, too soon if at all, in an interview. 

There is no rule that can be applied in advance. It requires thinking on 

ones feet, and to do that you need expert knowledge of the forensic 

issues which pertain. 
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[In the next issue of the Baker Street Bugle the author will discuss the 

importance of examining the scene, as soon as possible, if you are 

stopped for a traffic offence or caught out by a speed or traffic light 

camera.] 

 

      *    *    *    *     
THE BASKERVILLE HALL HOTEL, CLYRO 

Review nu  

DENNIS J DUGGAN (BR, HONS) 
  
Some Deerstalkers might remember the Great Hiatus of 2006.  On July 

21st of that year we visited Hay on Wye, and Roy had pre-booked 

lunch at the Baskerville Hall Hotel. 
  
We were looking forward to a good meal, but alas things went pear-

shaped from the off. 
  
The place seemed deserted, and when a man did eventually materialise 

I thought we had stumbled into Fawlty Towers.  He looked amazed 

that people had actually come to the hotel, and then claimed to have no 

record of the booking.  Furthermore there was no chef on duty, as they 

did not have any guests staying, so a slap-up feed was out of the 

question. 
  
After a meaningful discussion the man (we had no idea if he was the 

owner, manager, caretaker or even the gardener) said he might be able 

to make some sandwiches, and as time was pressing we accepted the 

offer.   
  
As it was a nice day we were able to sit in the garden, where we were 

joined by a gang of over-friendly wasps who enlivened the experience 

even further. 
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Baskerville Hall Hotel 

 

The whole thing was bizarre, though fortunately we all saw the funny 

side.  But our memories of the hotel were not good ones, and I 

certainly did not imagine ever staying there. 
  
But, ten years later, that is exactly what happened! 
  
Stephanie and I, along with two other couples and a single gentleman 

(seven people, four rooms) required an overnight stay in Hay, and I 

was tasked with finding suitable accomodation.  I ruled out B & B's, as 

it was unlikely I would find one with four vacant rooms.  We wanted 

somewhere with a good car park for the two cars, which pretty much 

ruled out the hotels in town.  One thing I can't abide is parking 

problems.  That left the Baskerville Hall Hotel. 
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I went onto their web site, and sent an enquiry via e-mail.  This 

received an immediate and efficient response, so I picked up the 

telephone and made the booking.  Again this was handled in a friendly 

and efficient manner by a charming lady.  There was a non-refundable 

deposit of £40 per room, which I paid by credit card.  A couple of days 

before we travelled I telephoned to book dinner. 
  
We arrived early afternoon October 10th, and found the huge car park 

deserted.  That seemed a bit odd, but it was a Monday in October so 

perhaps not totally unexpected. 
  
My heart sank when there was no sign of life, but a chap soon 

appeared along with the receptionist.  As we completed the usual 

paperwork she informed us we were the only gueests, so had the place 

to ourselves. 
  
The hotel has thirty rooms, so we were a little surprised when, 

carrying our cases, we followed her up several flights of narrow stairs 

to the top floor.  We passed a lift, but were told not to use it as it could 

be temperamental.  It was a fair old trek, with twists and turns through 

several doors.  Our room was large and airy, with a good view over the 

car park and grounds.  It had a single bed and a double bed, and the 

usual tea-making facilities and  TV. 
  
But we were in the attic, and wondered why, if the place was indeed 

empty, we had not been allocated rooms on a lower floor.  In the 

bathroom we saw a notice.  It said that as we were a long way from the 

boiler we could not receive any hot water unless the sink tap was run 

for several minutes. 
  
We went back into town for a couple of hours, then on our return 

Stephanie went to use the hotel pool while I had a shower.  I duly 

turned on the tap, but five minutes later the water was still cold.  In 
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fact it took over ten minutes before warm water emerged, but it could 

not be described as hot. 
  
Our group met in the bar at 6pm, which was opened specially for us, 

and we enjoyed aperitifs and chat until it was time for our 7pm 

dinner.  This was in the adjacent dining room, though we had been 

given the option of eating in the bar.  It was an excellent meal, with a 

very nice waitress on duty.  Afterwards we returned to the bar for 

coffee, then bed. 
  
Breakfast was the usual help-yourself-to fruit-juice-and-cereal affair.  

There was a good assortment of eggs, sausagess, beans, hash browns, 

bacon etc on a hot counter, with unlimited tea, coffee and toast.  The 

meal was supervised by a charming and helpful lady of East European 

extraction, I could not fault it. 
  
Settling the individual accounts was simple.  They were all ready for 

us, and all were correct.  Our total, including the share of the drinks 

bill, was £168 including the £40 deposit.  Bearing in mind that 

included dinner, bed, breakfast, drinks and coffee we thought that was 

very reasonable. 
  
There were a couple of oddities during our stay.  When we came back 

from town during the afternoon the receptionist told us there was an 

easier way to our rooms, this being via the main staircase.  She also 

said we could use the lift if we wished, but only two people should go 

in at one time.  Why not tell us this in the first place? 
  
I found the hotel to be generally in good condition, though some of the 

carpets were frayed.  But we have stayed in a lot worse. 
  
Overall it was an excellent stay, with good food, nice rooms, a pool, 

friendly staff, very reasonably prices.  My round of seven drinks, 
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including four G & T's, came to only £17 and the house wine was £10 

per bottle. 
  
Should the Deerstalkers fancy an overnight stay in Hay on Wye I 

would definitely recommend the Baskerville Hall Hotel.  They do not 

overdo the Conan Doyle/Sherlock Holmes connection, but 

the silhouette  of Holmes is to be found all over the place. 

 

*    *    *    *    *    * 

A new book to be published in March 2017 
Arthur & Sherlock 

Conan Doyle and the Creation of Holmes 

By: Michael Sims 

 

Media of Arthur & Sherlock  

See larger image  

Published: 09-03-2017 

Format: Hardback 

Edition: 1st  

Extent: 256  

ISBN: 9781408858530  

Imprint: Bloomsbury Publishing  

Illustrations: I x 8-page B+W insert  

Dimensions: 234 x 153 mm  

RRP: £18.99  

 

 

Tell others about this book  

About Arthur & Sherlock  

'A fine book… Even the most learned of Baker Street Irregulars will 

enjoy Sims' look at the making of Sherlock Holmes' Kirkus  

 

As a young medical student at the University of Edinburgh, Arthur 

Conan Doyle studied under the vigilant eye of Dr Joseph Bell. He 

observed as Dr Bell identified a patient's occupation, hometown and 
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ailments both imagined and genuine from the smallest details of dress, 

gait and speech. Although Doyle was training to be a surgeon, he was 

meanwhile cultivating essential knowledge that would help him to 

develop and define the art of the detective novel.  

 

From Doyle's early days surrounded by poverty and violence, to his 

escape to University and finally to his first days as a surgeon in his 

own practice, acclaimed author Michael Sims traces the circuitous yet 

inevitable development of Arthur Conan Doyle as the father of the 

modern mystery, whose most famous creation is still the most well-

known and well-loved of the canon's many members. Through Sims's 

deft analysis of Doyle's childhood and adult life, the incomparable  

Sherlock Holmes emerges as a product of Doyle's varied lessons in the 

classroom and professional life. Building on the traditions of Edgar 

Allan Poe, Emile Gaboriau, and even Voltaire, Doyle's new detective 

is not just a skilful translator of clues, but a veritable superhero of the 

mind in the tradition of his most esteemed teacher, Dr Joseph Bell.  

 

Sims's Arthur is just as vivid Doyle's own Sherlock Holmes in this 

enthralling biography of the man behind the most famous detective of 

all time.  

- See more at: http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/arthur-sherlock-  

9781408858530/#sthash.g1pkpkhj.dpuf 

( Joan discovered this information during her recent trip to 
Edinburgh.  She called at Blackwell’s Bookshop, and the assistant 
who served her was a Holmes enthusiast who had a cat named 
Mycroft which died last year! ).  
 

*    *    * 

Deerstalkers featured in magazine 

 
    In the December issue of the Shropshire Magazine (£3-50), there is 

an article about the Deerstalkers written by Neil Thomas 

     He mentions the fact that we have now been established for  15 

years 

http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/arthur-sherlock-
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The Deerstalkers 2017 Calendar  

 

 
 

Comments :- 
From our President – Roger Llewellyn 

Dear Roy, 
Many thanks for the lovely calendar. Came  just in time – I was going to buy one this 

weekend !! 

Kind regards 

Roger 

============================ 

Brian W. Pugh (Deerstalker) 

Dear Roy 

Thank you very much for sending me the 2017 calendar, some really nice 

photographs and very well presented, much appreciated.  All the very best. Brian. 

=============================== 

=Hi, Roy, 

Just to acknowledge that your surprise gift of a Deerstalkers 2017 Calendar was 
safety  delivered to my address this morning. 

What an excellent idea - and so smartly produced!  It will be proudly used on a daily 

basis at my home office, throughout the next year. 

Many thanks,   Eurwyn. 

============================ 
 


