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Date of next meeting 
 
Friday 23

rd
 June, 8.00 pm at , 8.00 pm at 

Baskerville. 

*    *    *    *    * 
Next event 

 
Mrs. Hudson’s Annual Dinner Party to be held 
at the Dragon, Montgomery, on Saturday 24

th
 

June at 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm    We will be in the 
Den. 

*    *    *    *    * 

Minutes of the meeting held in Baskerville at 8.00 

pm on  Friday 3rd February 2017 
 

1. Apologies received from Dennis and Phil. 

2. Present were  Roy, Joan, Heidi, Colin and Martin. 

3. Minuted of previous meeting were  read, approved and 

signed. 

4. Date of next meeting to be on Friday 28
th

  April, at 8.00 

pm 

5. It was decided to give away copies of The Sherlock 

Holmes Quiz Book to publicise the Deerstalkers, and that 

all members should be given six copies to give to schools, 

libraries, etc.  Martin will have 15 copies because he has a 

shop. 
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6. Notice is hereby given of the forming of The Carlton 

Club ( as mentioned in the case of The Illustrious Client).   

The club will meet, for coffee and a chat, on the first 

Thursday of the month, 10.30 am, at The Royal Oak, 

Welshpool. The club is an informal meeting of anyone 

interested in the great detective, not just the Deerstalkers. 

7. Mrs. Hudson’s Annual Dinner Party – date and venue to 

be arranged. 

8.  Roy came up with the idea of another annual event,, a 

breakfast, at about 9.00 am, The Naval Treaty Breakfast – 

could be described as The Naval Treatie !, or Phelps 

Delight. 

 

             Meeting closed at 9.00 pm  

 
*    *    *    *   * 

 The Carlton Club  
 
     Many of you are unable to attend our Members Meeting due to   
the travellimg distance involved.  As we don’t meet  that often the  
subject of Holmes is not always given sufficient attention – due to 
the fact that we catch up on general gossup! 
    So I thought it would be a good idea to meet for coffee 
somewhere for a chat. 
      We  came to the conclusion that we should meet at the Royal 
Oak at 10.30 am  on the first Thursday of every month. 
  It is just for a coffee and a chat – and it’s not just for Deerstalkers, 
and Holmes admirers are welcome. 
   The name Carlton Club is mentioned (as you know! ) in the case 
of The Illustrious Client. 
 

*    *    *     *     * 
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A REPORT ON THE FIRST MEETING OF THE 

CARLTON CLUB 
by 

 DENNIS J DUGGAN (BR, HONS) 

  
 

As Deerstalker meetings only take place every two months, and not 

everyone is able to attend them all, a considerable period of time can elapse 

without contact with fellow members. 
  
Thus Roy has formed The Carlton Club, which will meet on the first 

Thursday of each month at 10.30am.  The club is also open to Deerstalker 

supporters and anyone with an interest in Sherlock Holmes. 
  
The first gathering took place at The Monkey Puzzle Cafe, Puzzle Square, 

Welshpool, on Thursday February 2nd.  Three Deerstalkers were present - 

Roy, Colin and myself - plus one supporter - Stephanie.  Incidentally the 

term 'supporter' was coined by me some time ago, it is not official!  

Although Stephanie does not wish to join the Deerstalkers she is always 

incredibly supportive, and takes part in almost every activity. 
  
We chatted for an hour over coffee, the conversation was wide-ranging and 

not restricted to matters Holmesian.  It was a very pleasant way to pass an 

hour, though we agreed the ambience in the Monkey Puzzle was not quite 

suited to our purpose. 
  
But let me stress it is a very popular and friendly place  The food, drink and 

service are first class, and the above comment is in no way intended as a 

criticism.  Far from it, we simply felt the Royal Oak Hotel might serve our 

purpose better, so that is where you should go on Thursday March 2nd at 

10.30am. 

*    *    *    *   * 
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LIBRARY REPORT  
FOR THE MEETING FEB 3RD 2017 

  
Items On Loan: 
November 14th 2015.    Michael withdrew Sherlock Holmes of Baker 
Street  The item was delivered via Martin's bookshop.  As Michael is 
mo longer a member of the Deerstalkers, could Martin have a word 
to see if we can retrieve this book?  That would be more tactful than 

me going into Michael's shop myself.  
   October 22nd 2015   Martin withdrew Jeremy Brett The Complete 
Collection  (16 x DVD in two cases) and The Definitive Collection  (7 
x DVD in one case)  I have noted the date as 2015, but I suspect it 
should be 2016. 
   It would be of help to me if the complete library could be 
transferred to Martin's premises as soon as possible.  I need the 
space, and I feel the library would be better-used in a more central 
location with definite opening hours. 
  
Dennis J Duggan (BR, Hons) 
Librarian 
January 28th 2017 
 

*    *    *    *    * 

E-mail teceived 
Hi,  

  

I’d like to introduce myself as the marketing contact at Bloomsbury 

Publishing working with Michael Simms on Arthur & Sherlock: Conan 

Doyle and the Creation of Holmes (http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/arthur-

sherlock-9781408858530/). I wanted to get in touch with you about sharing 

some of the book content with your fan base? Initial thoughts were:  

  

-          an extract or news piece for the website or newsletter 

-          a special discount code for ordering the book online  

http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/arthur-sherlock-9781408858530/
http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/arthur-sherlock-9781408858530/
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-          5 copies free copies of the book for you to use as competition 

giveaways for the website 

  

Very flexible at this stage though so do let me know if you have any other 

ideas! 

  

What are your thoughts?  

Vicky  

  

  
Victoria Beddow  
Senior Marketing Manager, Trade Non-Fiction  
02076315562 

*    *    *    *    * 

In the spirit of Holmes 
 

Ian C Corke BR (Hons)describes two motoring cases where 

inspecting the scene at the time of the alleged offence, as 

Holmes would have done, was critical to the outcome. 

 

 

What they also demonstrate is that the attitude of police officers 

is critically important with some being helpful and others 

obstructive for reasons which are not obvious. 

All too often motoring cases are not defended because of the 

disproportionate costs in doing so. This is particularly true when 

the offence alleged took place miles from the defendant’s home 

address. 

{The motorists concerned are identified only by their initials.} 

The One-Way Street 

HC was driving his car, down a side street, in Nottingham city 

centre when a police officer stepped out and flagged him down. 
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The police officer pointed out to the driver that the car was 

being driven the wrong way down a one way street. HC 

expressed surprise and told the officer he did not recall seeing a 

“One-Way” sign. 

The officer instructed HC to pull into the side of the road and 

proceeded to take details. The driver again pointed out that he 

hadn’t seen any signs at which point the officer invited him to 

walk back with him to the start of the road. 

There were two “NO-ENTRY” signs but it quickly became 

obvious as to why HC had not seen the signs. They were both 

obscured by large removal vans on either side of the road. (It is 

in fact an offence to park a vehicle in such a way as to obscure a 

traffic sign such that other road users cannot see it.) 

The officer apologised and held up the traffic so HC could turn 

round, no further action being taken against him. 

However, what if the police officer hadn’t taken the motorist 

back to look at the signs or, as is often the case, a camera had 

photographed the car and the motorist had only become aware of 

the matter when a letter came through the post. 

Too late to inspect the scene; and a very likely miscarriage of 

justice. 

Exceeding the Speed Limit 

The defendant (A.S.) was driving his car in Surrey in a 30mph 

zone when he was stopped by a police officer. The officer told 

him that his colleague some distance before had, using a radar 

device, measured his speed at 50 mph. 

Having produced his documents A.S. was advised that he would 

be reported for possible prosecution. At this point the defendant 

parked his car in a side street and went back to inspect the site of 

the radar speed trap. 

The scene was as shown below but is not to scale:- 
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The defendant decided to represent himself in court and sought 

my technical advice. 

Two errors in setting up the radar were immediately obvious. 

Firstly, it appeared that the device had been positioned on a wall 

which was private property despite the fact that that particular 

type of equipment was supposed to be set up at the kerbside on a 

tripod. Perhaps even more important, as far as getting accurate 

readings was concerned, there was a chain link fence opposite. 
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{A chain link fence when struck by radar at an angle acts like a 

solid reflector} 

When the case came to trial, before local magistrate’s, police 

officer A stated that having read the speed of the defendant’s 

vehicle he stepped forward and signalled to officer B who then 

stopped the defendant. 

The defendant asked officer A why he had mounted the radar 

equipment on a private wall and not on the tripod, at the 

kerbside, as prescribed. The officer’s explanation was that there 

was a large tree which would have prevented him seeing his 

colleague. The defendant went on to suggest that the reading 

was therefore not accurate. 

At this point the prosecution asked for an adjournment so as to 

call a Home Office expert, which was granted.  

The case was adjourned for one month and in the interim the 

defendant had received a written record of the proceedings at the 

prior hearing. 

At the resumed proceedings the Home Office expert, when 

questioned by the defendant, agreed that there was a chain link 

fence directly opposite the point where the radar had been set-up 

and this was not recommended because of the danger of beam 

reflections.  

Officer A when re-examined on what he did immediately after 

reading the radar equipment stated that he signalled his 

colleague but made no mention of the fact that he had stepped 

forward before doing so, as was previously stated at the initial 

hearing. When told he had previously stated he had moved 

forward before signalling his colleague he claimed to not recall 

saying any such thing.  

At this point one of the magistrates intervened and told the 

officer that she lived in the road concerned, that there was a 
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chain link fence and large trees in the location concerned and the 

court record shows he did previously claim to have stepped 

forward before signalling his colleague.  

The case against AS was dismissed on the grounds of unreliable 

evidence. 

{One wonders why the prosecution continued this case once they 

became aware that the equipment had not been correctly set up. 

Sadly, it is all too often the case that the prosecution do not 

notify the defendant or his solicitor at an early stage when their 

case becomes unlikely to result in a conviction and it is 

proposed to present no evidence against the accused.}  

In the next article Ian C Corke deals with cases where 

exculpatory evidence has not been revealed to the defence 

despite a legal requirement to do so. 

 

*    *    *    *    * 

A new book : Arthur and Sherlock 
 ARTHUR & SHERLOCK - CONAN DOYLE AND THE CREATION 

OF HOLMES 
A REVIEW BY DENNIS J DUGGAN (BR, HONS) 

LIBRARIAN 
  

It took me a while to get through this book, as much of the content will be 

familiar to anyone who has an interest in ACD and Sherlock Holmes.  We 

all know about Dr Joesph Bell, Conan Doyle's childhood and his early 

adulthood, the problems with his alcoholic father etc.  Thus it was not 

exactly a rivetting read for me! 
  
But it is well-written, and a good book for anyone wishing to learn nore 

about Conan Doyle and Sherlock Holmes.  There is a selection of 

interesting photographs. 



12 

 

 So probably not a book of huge relevance to Deerstalkers, but nevertheless 

a valuable addition to the library. 
  
Addition to library   Arthur & Sherlock, Conan Doyle and the Creation of 

Holmes, by Michael Sims.  The new story of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, the 

mind behind Sherlock Holmes and the creator of the modern detective 

novel.  Hardback, 245 pages.  Bllomsbury Publishing 2017. 

* * 

Another review :- 
 

American author Michael Sims’ 

book on the relationship between 

Arthur Conan Doyle and his 

consulting detective will likely be 

of most interest to those who are 

familiar with the Holmes stories 

but not the background of its 

author. 

 

Conan Doyle is perhaps unique in 

that not only did he create the 

world’s most famous fictional 

detective he also created a golden 

opportunity for other writers to 

cash-in by writing sequels, 

commentaries, pastiches and 

anthologies. If the number of spin-

offs is anything to go by then 

Arthur Conan Doyle must be 

amongst the greatest popular 

authors of all time. 

 

Although the book by Sims is very 
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comprehensive and readable it doesn’t offer anything new in terms of 

analysing Conan Doyle’s background and what motivated him. 

 

Some will say that I am too cynical in my view, but whilst I like all the 

Sherlock Holmes stories and even watch the repeats, several times over, 

when they appear on TV, I am not overly enthusiastic about the 

microscopic analysis of the juxtaposition of Conan Doyle and Holmes.  

 

Does it matter; and how does it impact on one’s enjoyment of the original 

stories? One should remember that Conan Doyle wanted to be thought of 

as a writer of historical novels and only saw the Holmes stories as a 

convenient source of income for his extended family.  

 

However, for those who are unfamiliar with Conan Doyle’s background 

or are new to the Sherlock Holmes canon, consisting of the fifty-six short 

stories and four novels, then this book is a worthwhile read and well 

written. Interestingly the book contains several pages of notes which 

reference, by chapter, the source of various quotations. 

 

Published by Bloomsbury Publishing plc the book, in hardback form, runs 

to some 245 pages plus 4 pages of historical photographs and sells for 

£18.99 

 

A review by Ian Corke  BR (Hons.) 

 

*    *     *    *   * 
ADDITIONS TO LIBRARY 

DENNIS J DUGGAN (BR, HONS) 
  
Baker Street In Baltimore  The official newsletter of the Six Napoleons 

of Baltimore, Volume 2017, Issue 2, February 2017.  Five sides printed on 

A4 paper. 
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Mayday   The newsletter of The Crew of the SS May Day, Belfast.    No 

142, February 2017.  Ten sides printed on A4 paper 
*    *   *  

 THE CARLTON CLUB MEETING 
MARCH 2ND 2017 

A REPORT BY DENNIS J DUGGAN (BR, HONS) 
  
The second meeting of The Carlton Club took place at The Royal Oak 

Hotel, Welshpool, on Thursday morning March 2nd. 
  
Five people were present - Colin, Dennis, Ian, Roy, Stephanie.  I think it 

fair to say we preferred the ambience of the hotel, where we sat at a table 

by the bar  (Though the drinks were strictly non-alcoholic!) 
  
Matters discussed ranged from the technicalities of colour television, the 

new Aldi and B & M buildings, politics and music through to where we 

might go for the 2017 Great Hiatus. 
  
It is all very informal, so why not come along to the April 6th meeting if 

you are around. 
  

  *     *      *  

The Great Hiatus 
The Judge’s Lodgings at Presteigne on Friday  21st  July, 
Leaving Baskerville at 9.30 am. 

*    *    *    *    *        * 

  

New to you?    
  This came in by e-mail – I thought it was quite interesting. 

 Had I been twenty years younger I would have bought the set! 
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