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Editorial 
by Dennis J Duggan 

 
Welcome to the latest 
Baker Street Bugle, it is a 
long time since the last one 
was issued.  As you will 
see in the report of the 
November meeting, the 
Bugle is now jointly edited 
by Ian and me.  It is 
inevitable that Deerstalkers 
activity is centred on 
Welshpool and the 

immediate area, as that is 
where our founder and most of the members live.  But 
we do have some members living further afield, and the 
Bugle is their main point of contact with the club.  So we 
hope that every member will contribute articles, no 
matter how long or short.  They simply need to be 
relevant!  When submitting articles please note the 
instructions about NOT sending them as attachments, 
though a scanned photograph should be OK.   
 
I was born in Leicester in 1947, and lived there until 
2002.  I attended the City of Leicester Boys' Grammar 
School, and spent my working life with a firm of 
electrical wholesalers. 
  
I married Stephanie in 1976, we have no children. 

Dennis J Duggan 
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In 2002, aged 55, I took early retirement and we moved 
to Welshpool, Mid Wales.  I joined the Deerstalkers in 
2004. 
  
My interests are reading, writing, classic cars, 
gardening, taking part in Welshpool life and, of course, 
The Deerstalkers of Welshpool!! 
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The Deerstalker Logo 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Deerstalker logo which 
will be familiar to most 
readers in one form or 
another is in reality our 
trademark. 
 
It was commissioned from 
local artist Mark Bardsley 
and the copyright is held by 
the Deerstalkers of 
Welshpool. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you want an illustration or caricature why not contact 
Mark at:-  bardsleyart@gmail.com 

 

http://www.markbardsleyillustration.co.uk  

mailto:bardsleyart@gmail.com
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Latest news 
 

Since the founding of the Deerstalkers of Welshpool the 
Baker Street Bugle has been edited by our founder and 
chairman Roy Upton-Holder. 
 
Roy has now handed the baton on to our new editor 
Dennis J Duggan. He is assisted by our deputy 
chairman, Ian C Corke, who will look after the printing of 
the Bugle. 
 
The 99th edition has a new look which we trust readers 
will find acceptable. 
 
Two other developments are in the pipeline which it is 
hoped will widen the readership of the Bugle and further 
promote interest in the Sherlock Holmes stories. 
 
The Sherlock Holmes Society, which is the social media 
face of the Deerstalkers, has been created and 
although connected will function as a separate 
organisation. 
 
It is looked after by Martin Riffel and based at Hardy’s 
Bookshop, 7 Berriew Street, Welshpool, SY21 7SQ. 
Some of you will recall that Martin is also the Games 
master of the Deerstalkers of Welshpool.  
 
The society will have a presence on Facebook and 
YouTube so watch this space for further news.  
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Minutes of Meeting 10th Nov.  2017 

 
DEERSTALKERS MEETING 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 10TH 2017 
AT BASKERVILLE 

  
PRESENT   Dennis, Heidi, Ian, Joan, Martin, Phil, Roy 
  
APOLOGIES   Colin, Eurwyn 
  
1)  The minutes of the September 22nd meeting were 

agreed as correct, and signed by Ian 
  
2)  The subject of the quiz was The Resident Patient 

and the winner was Martin.  It was agreed the next 
quiz will be on The Problem of Thor Bridge.  We are 
reverting to the previous system of reading a 
specific case prior to the meeting, but questions 
from the Deerstalkers quiz book will be used.  Of 
course no Deerstalker would consider looking at the 
questions beforehand!!  You might recall we used to 
compose three questions of our own. 

  
3)  The design for the Christmas cards was chosen, and 

each member will receive five cards free of charge.  
The wording inside the card was changed slightly, 
though the original will be suitable for corporate 
use.  Eg, Royal Oak Hotel, Kings Head, Town 
Council, Tourist Information Centre, the library etc.  
Cards will be available to purchase, but the price 
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was not finalised.  Ian was thanked for his work on 
the project. 

  
4)  Roy told those present that he was no longer able to 

edit and produce The Baker Street Bugle.  The task 
will be now undertaken by Dennis and Ian.  Dennis 
will provide the content; Ian will transfer it to the 
magazine and deal with the printing. 

  
5)  Martin gave an overview of progress for the 

Sherlock Holmes Museum.  He explained the 
Deerstalkers collection would be joined by two 
others of relevance.  Martin will be the curator, 
assisted by Tom Clare.  A catalogue will be 
compiled.  It is likely the Deerstalkers will staff the 
museum on a rota basis, though as the opening 
hours will be limited that should not be too arduous. 

  
6)  Ian, with some outside assistance, has created a 

Deerstalkers Facebook page, though currently there 
is nothing posted.  Go to:-  

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/deerstalkerssociety 

 
Once up and running, this page will promote our 
presence to the wider world. 

  
7)  The Baker Street Bugle will only succeed if YOU, the 

members, are willing to provide a constant flow of 
material.  Here are some ideas: book reviews; TV 
reviews: film reviews; articles about Holmesian 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/deerstalkerssociety
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matters; articles about life in Victorian and 
Edwardian times; short biographies of members; 
reviews of Deerstalkers events.  In short, anything 
that is relevant! 

 
Contributions should be e-mailed to me at:- 
 

djduggan@supanet.com 
 
Please do not send them as attachments, as it is 
unlikely my desktop PC will open them. 

  
8)  Dates for your diary.   

Thursday December 28th 2017, 10.30am, Royal 
Oak Hotel, Welshpool.  A special festive meeting of 
The Carlton Club.  Why not call in for a chat and cup 
of coffee, we would love to see you. 
 
The first Deerstalkers meeting of 2018, will be on 
Friday January 12th 2018, 7.30pm, at Baskerville.  

  
End 
  

  

mailto:djduggan@supanet.com
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What If 
 
If Sherlock Holmes were doing his sleuthing today what 
issues do you think he would investigate and why? 
 
Conan Doyle was very concerned with miscarriages of 
justice, in particular Oscar Slater and George Edalji.  
 
Since then there have been many more cases. Who do 
you blame? 
 

 Politicians 

 Judges 

 Juries 

 Police 

 Home Office/Forensic Science Service 
 
Are there any injustices you think he would be 
campaigning for today? 
 
If you have views why not write to the Bugle and see 
your letter in print? 
 

Our editor can be contacted at:- 
 

djduggan@supanet.com 
 

The following cases from the recent past may give you 
some ideas. 

 

mailto:djduggan@supanet.com
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Famous Wrongful Convictions 
 
Stefan Kiszko 
 
This case probably represents the greatest miscarriage 
of justice in modern times and as is so often the case, 
despite the fact that perjury had been committed and 
the police had woefully failed in their investigation of the 
case, no one was ever charged with any offence. To 
make matters worse Kiszko died before receiving the 
full £500,000 compensation he had been awarded. 
 
In 1975 Lesley Molseed, who lived in Rochdale, went 
missing after going to the shops to buy a loaf of bread. 
A few days later her body was found near a lay-by on 
the A672 which crosses the Pennines. She had been 
stabbed twelve times and one had penetrated her heart.  
 
Forensic tests showed evidence of sperm on her 
underwear although she had not been raped. 
 
Four teenage girls alleged that Kiszko aged 24 and of 
Ukrainian origin had exposed himself to them. West 
Yorkshire police decided that he fitted the profile of the 
sort of person who would be likely to carry out this sort 
of offence even though he had never been in trouble 
with the police. The fact that he was a solitary character 
with no social life was also accepted by the police as 
evidence of his guilt. 
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Having decided that Kiszko was the culprit the police 
then assembled all the evidence that incriminated him 
and totally ignored other leads that might have taken 
led to the opposite conclusion. 
 
[It should be of note that following the case of Oscar 
Slater which I mentioned earlier a police detective who 
had helped with the Slater appeal, John Thompson 
Trench, made the same comment with regard to the 
police attitude to evidence which supports the 
defendant. For his trouble he was dismissed the force 
and charged with a trumped up offence although 
subsequently acquitted.] 
 
After 3 days of relentless questioning Kiszko confessed 
in the belief that he would be allowed home. He was 
charged on 24th December 1975 and remanded to 
Armley Jail. 
 
The trail commenced on 18th July 1976 before Mr. 
Justice Park with Peter Taylor QC appearing for the 
prosecution and David Waddington QC for the defence. 
During the 16 years Kiszko spent in jail his mental 
health deteriorated and he spent some time in Ashworth 
Special Hospital. 
 
[Peter Taylor was to go on to be Lord Chief Justice and 
David Waddington a Conservative Home Secretary.] 
  
In February 1992 a year after the teenage girls involved 
admitted the story about Stefan Kiszko exposing 
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himself was false his conviction was overturned. New 
medical evidence showed he always suffered from 
hypogonadism and was incapable of ejaculation.  
 
Groundbreaking DNA techniques in 2000 also 
confirmed that the sperm was not his and on 12th 
November 2007 Ronald Castree was convicted of 
Molseed’s murder. 
 
Judith Ward 
 
In September 1973, the Provisional IRA bombed 
Euston Station, causing considerable superficial 
damage and some minor injuries. In February of the 
following year a bus carrying soldiers on the M62 was 
blown-up killing 9 soldiers. Later that month The 
National Defence College in  Buckinghamshire was 
bombed resulting in minor damage. 
 
Ward was arrested over the M62 bombing and 
confessed although later withdrew the same. She was 
brought to trial and convicted of all three bombings. 
Her conviction was overturned on appeal and apart 
from the failure to reveal at her original trial that she 
suffered from mental illness the other grounds were all 
connected with forensic evidence. 
  
Two scientists from RARDE (The Royal Armament 
Research and Defence Establishment) at Fort Halsted, 
near Sevenoaks, had withheld evidence which tended 
to support the defence. 
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Perhaps most significant was the evidence of Dr Frank 
Scuse who claimed to have found traces of nitro-
glycerine on her hands, in her caravan, and in her bag 
using the Griess test and thin layer chromatography. It 
was discovered that the test he carried out also showed 
positive if the person concerned had been in contact 
with everyday items. 
 
[Interestingly, it was the evidence of the same Dr Scuse 
which helped to convict the Birmingham Six. They were 
sentenced to life imprisonment in 1975 for the 
Birmingham pub bombings. Their convictions were 
declared unsafe and unsatisfactory and quashed by the 
Court of Appeal on 14 March 1991. The six men were 
later awarded compensation of nearly £1,000,000 each. 
It was discovered that certain types of playing cards 
were coated with a lacquer which indicated positive for 
nitro-glycerine and would inevitably get onto players’ 
hands.] 
 
Sally Clark 
 
Sally Clark was a solicitor who had been convicted of 
the murder of two of her sons in 1999, one had died 
within a few weeks of birth in 1996 and after her second 
son died in similar circumstances she had been 
arrested.  
Expert witness, paediatrician Professor Sir Roy 
Meadow, testified that the chance of two children from 
an affluent family dying from sudden infant death 
syndrome was 1 in 73 million, which was arrived at by 
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squaring the chance of one child being affected of 1 in 
8500. 
 
The Royal Statistical Society issued a statement 
expressing concern at the "misuse of statistics in the 
courts" and stated that there was "no statistical basis" 
for Professor Meadow's claim. 
 
At her second appeal in 2003, the first in 2000 having 
been unsuccessful, her conviction was overturned. 
Apart from the flawed evidence given by Meadows it 
was discovered that evidence tending to show the 
second son had died from natural causes had been 
withheld at the trial. 
 
Sally Clark never recovered from the experience and 
began suffering from severe psychiatric problems 
including alcohol dependency. She died in 2007 from 
alcohol poisoning. 
 

As a result the then Attorney General ordered a review 
of many other cases and two other women convicted of 
murdering their children had their convictions 
overturned. 
  
Barry George aka Barry Bulsara 
 
TV presenter Jill Dando was shot dead outside her 
home on 26 April 1999. Many people thought that the 
murder was connected with her being a presenter on 
the BBC programme “Crimewatch”. 
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George lived nearby and was known to the police as a 
minor criminal; he also appeared to have psychiatric 
problems. He was convicted of Jill Dando’s murder by a 
majority verdict on 2 July 2001. 
 
The evidence against George was at best flimsy. Tests 
indicated that she had been shot with a 9mm automatic 
pistol but evidence from a neighbour was that no 
gunshot had been heard suggesting that the firearm 
was fitted with a silencer. The shot had been fired at 
point blank range to her head and the general 
circumstances suggested that it was a professional 
killing. 
 
The key evidence against George was that a single 
particle of FDR (Firearm Discharge Residue) had been 
found on his coat a year after the murder.  
After two unsuccessful appeals a third appeal was 
launched at which that evidence, now discredited, was 
allowed. A retrial was ordered which took place in June 
2008. 
 
Tests on the FDR had revealed that the amount was so 
small it could have resulted from contamination and that 
any person in the area, at the time of the shooting, 
could have picked up a similar amount. It was also 
claimed by the defence that he would not have had time 
to commit the murder which occurred at 11-30am as he 
was seen at the offices of Hammersmith and Fulham 



 

16 

 

Action on Disability by three witnesses between 11-50 
and 12-00 noon. 
A recent change in the law meant that evidence of 
Barry George’s bad character was admissible although 
it was not admissible at the first trial. 
 
Also two neighbours who thought they had seen the 
killer leaving the area had failed to pick out George at 
an identity parade. Barry George was acquitted by the 
jury. 
 
[Some years ago at a criminal trial in Bedford the 
warders from Bedford jail told me they could tell what 
the verdict would be depending on who was elected jury 
foreman. They were certainly correct in the trial I 
observed but should that worry us?  
 
I have never sat on a jury and for 10 years was barred 
because I’d worked in the High Court. Those rules have 
now changed and a policeman or judge may be on a 
jury but is that reasonable? 
 
You must decide the verdict on the basis of the 
evidence you hear in court and cannot allow your 
specific experiences as a police officer, judge or any 
other profession to influence your decision. 
 
Do you know your rights as a juror in relation to what 
questions you can ask the judge during the time you’re 
considering your verdict or are you too frightened to 
ask?] 
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Secret Justice Is No Justice  
 
Arthur Conan Doyle was one of the foremost 
campaigners for justice but what would he have made 
of the following? 
 
Cases heard In Camera. 
 
In some cases involving national security we now have 
a situation where the defendant is not given details of 
the offence with which he or she is charged. The 
defendant is represented by special advocates who are 
approved by the prosecution.  
 
This sounds to me like the worst excesses of Stalin’s 
secret trials of dissidents. Should members of the 
security services, identified only by a letter of the 
alphabet, be able to give evidence in secret?  
 
If you were on a jury would you believe every word a 
SIS (Secret Intelligence Service) witness said or do you 
suspect they might be up to the same tricks as those of 
Russia, China or North Korea? 
 
If you were the defendant how would you feel? 
 
Cases where the accuser is not named. 
 
This normally occurs in cases of blackmail or sexual 
assault but is it in the interests of justice. 
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It is perfectly understandable that some accusers in 
these types of case would not come forward if they 
were subject to the case being heard in public. 
 
However, is that fair to the defendant? 
 
Consider the following cases to which I was privy. 
 
The Nottingham Blackmail Case. 
 
Over 60 years ago, as a teenager, I was travelling on a 
trolley bus in the city of Nottingham when I overheard a 
conversation between two passengers, sitting directly 
behind me. Their conversation related to a blackmail 
case that involved a Nottingham woman, the defendant, 
and a well known male popular singer. 
 
During the course of that conversation they named, 
although only by his Christian name, the singer 
concerned although his name had not been mentioned 
in the media. 
 
What became obvious was that they had intimate 
knowledge of the case and both parties involved. They 
agreed with each other that they didn’t want to get 
called as witnesses and were going to keep quiet. 
 
When I got home I related the story to my late father, a 
businessmen who had many contacts in the community, 
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and it didn’t take him long to confirm the full name of the 
singer concerned. 
 
Although I do not know, my impression was that he had 
got the full name of the singer from a police contact, of 
whom he appeared to have many, and had been told 
not to pursue the matter as it was contempt of court for 
the passengers on the bus to reveal anything that would 
have identified the accuser. Some years later I joined 
the BBC and was able to confirm the name of the 
celebrity involved. 
 
I have not named the person as I do not know whether 
the evidence the bus passengers might have given 
would have favoured the accuser or the defendant.  
 
What matters is that they appear to have been potential 
witnesses and in general, not naming the accuser 
hugely benefits the prosecution as witnesses for the 
defence may not know the case is taking place. 
 
[In this case the celebrity concerned could be named as 
he is now deceased and anonymity no longer applies.] 
 
The Hospital Case. 

 
I was visiting the nurses’ home at a large well 
known hospital a few miles north of London 
where a furious row had erupted between two 
nurses. Nurse ‘A’ was alleging that a man she 
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had invited to her room had attempted to 
sexually assault her.  
 
Nurse ‘B’ said, “I’ve no sympathy for you I told 
you he’d tried it on with me and not to let him 
come to your room.” 
 
After some further acrimonious exchanges ‘A’ 
said she was going to report it. At which point ‘B’ 
said, “When you first told me about this just after 
it happened you were laughing and joking so 
what’s changed?  
 
At this point pushing, shoving and hair pulling 
commenced. Together with another visitor we 
separated them and as far as I know that was 
the end of the matter. 
 
But supposing ‘A’ decided many years later to 
complain to the police about the man as has 
been the case in many recent historical abuse 
cases. By now the witness nurse ‘B’ may have 
moved on and would not know about the case, 
or even have passed away. This puts the 
defence at a massive disadvantage. 
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Once the defendant has been named other 
accusers may come forward but is that fair and 
how do the police or jury, for that matter, know 
whether the claims are true? 
 
What if the other accusers had originally decided 
not to complain but now changed their mind 
because there might be money in it? 
 
Should there be a time bar? 
 
If you were on a jury how you would know, other 
than guess work or balance of probability, who 
was telling the truth neither of which are 
sufficient for a criminal conviction? 
 
Why not write to the editor and give us your view 
of what Conan Doyle would have made of it?  
 

Our editor can be contacted at:- 
 

djduggan@supanet.com 
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The Life of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
by Ian C Corke 

 
Although best known for the Sherlock Holmes stories 
Sir Arthur Ignatius Conan Doyle, (22 May 1859 – 6 July 
1930) thought of himself as an historical novelist.  
 
Many think that his surname was Conan-Doyle but in 
reality Conan was one of his three Christian names. 
The misconception may well have occurred because his 
wife referred to herself as Jean Conan Doyle. 
 
He was knighted in 1902 by King Edward VII and also 
appointed a Deputy-Lieutenant of Surrey. The citation 
makes it clear as did his birth certificate that his family 
name was simply Doyle. However, he wasn't knighted 
for having created Sherlock Holmes. He was made a 
knight for his work on a non-fiction pamphlet regarding 
the Boer War. 
 
One might wonder why writing a pamphlet about the 
Boer War should make him worthy of a knighthood. 
Perhaps it was the fact that the document defended his 
country against the allegations of atrocities by British 
soldiers during that war. 
 
[One of the allegations against the British was that they 
imprisoned women and children in “concentration 
camps” where many of them died.] 
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The series of detective stories he saw as a way of 
making money to support his extended family but was 
anxious to kill off Mr. Sherlock Holmes as soon as his 
financial situation would allow. 
 
Conan Doyle was in reality a medical doctor but 
excelled in many other areas apart from writing. He 
could truly be described as a polymath. 
 
His first four books about Holmes and Watson were 
novels starting with A Study in Scarlet in 1887. This was 
followed by The Sign of the Four, The Hound of the 
Baskervilles and The Valley of Fear. However, it was to 
be the sixty short stories which proved the most 
successful.   
 
The Sherlock Holmes stories are generally considered 
unsurpassed in the field of crime fiction. The fact that 
they are still so very popular bears testament to the 
brilliance of the author. 
 
Other books included:- 
 

 Prof. Challenger 

 Brigadier Gerard 

 Sir Nigel 

 Captain Sharkey 
 
He also wrote many poems and essays. 
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Conan Doyle was born at 11 Picardy Place, Edinburgh, 
Scotland. His parents were Charles Altamont Doyle and  
Mary (née Foley).The family became dispersed 
because of his father’s growing alcoholism, and the 
children were temporarily housed across Edinburgh. 
 
Doyle was sent to England, and was educated at the 
Jesuit preparatory school and College at Stonyhurst, 
Lancashire, until 1875. He later rejected the Catholic 
faith and then migrated from an agnostic to Spiritualist. 
 
[The chair in which Conan Doyle sat when writing is on 
display at the Spiritualist Association of Great Britain. 
Doyle and Houdini who were once friends eventually fell 
out because Doyle insisted Houdini had special powers 
even after Houdini admitted his act was all trickery. 
Another famous Spiritualist was Air Chief Marshall, Lord 
Dowding. ] 
 
For five years from1876 Conan Doyle studied medicine 
at the University of Edinburgh Medical School. As part 
of his training he spent time as an intern in Aston, 
Sheffield and Ruyton-XI-Towns, Shropshire. 
 
After an unsuccessful period studying in Austria he 
setup a practice at 2 Upper Wimpole Street, London.  
 
[There is a green plaque outside 2 Upper Wimpole 
Street and a blue plaque at erected by English Heritage 
is at 12 Tennison Road, South Norwood, London SE25 
5RT. The London blue plaque scheme is now run by 
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English Heritage but was formerly managed by the LCC 
and then GLC] 
 
Like so many new authors Conan Doyle struggled to 
find a publisher for his first work about Sherlock Holmes 
and Dr. Watson. A Study in Scarlet was taken by Ward 
Lock & Co, now part of Orion Publishing Group, on 20 
November 1886. Subsequently, Doyle felt that Ward 
Lock had exploited him, as an author new to publishing, 
and so he left them. Short stories featuring Sherlock 
Holmes were published in the Strand Magazine. 
 
The character of Holmes was in large part based on his 
former university teacher Joseph Bell. In a letter to him 
Conan Doyle, in 1891, acknowledged that it was upon 
Bell that the eccentric characteristics of the great 
detective were based. 
 
The name of Dr John Watson, although not his 
mannerisms, was thought to be based on a colleague 
and medical practitioner in Portsmouth.] 
 
It is perhaps strange that there are many statues of 
Sherlock Holmes but few of Conan Doyle. In fact the 
unveiling of a statue to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, in 
Crowborough, East Sussex, in 2001 created a rumpus 
unmatched since the time the writer prematurely killed 
off the great detective. 
 
Protesters gathered at the ceremony because of the 
thousands of pounds of ratepayers' money that the local 
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council was spending to entertain guests. The bill has 
shot up from the originally budgeted £3,000 to more 
than £15,000, including the hire of a marquee on a 
recreation ground to host the post-ceremony reception. 
 
David Cornell’s 6ft 6in bronze cost £57,000 with another 
£50,000 spent on landscaping the town centre location. 
  
The ceremony attracted considerable interest from 
members of Sherlock Holmes Societies around the 
world with some coming from as far away as Japan. 
 

 
 

Sherlock Holmes Statue, Picardy Place, Edinburgh, by Roy Upton-Holder 
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Sherlock Holmes statue in Edinburgh, erected opposite 
the birthplace of Doyle, which was demolished about 
1970. 
 
Doyle's attitude towards his famous creation was, at 
best, ambivalent. When he suggested to his mother that 
he wanted to kill him off she made it quite clear that he 
should keep the stories going as he might need the 
income in the future. Her concern was probably one of 
self-interest. 
 

Much to his surprise 
when he raised the 
price of his short 
stories, believing it 
would not be 
acceptable to 
publishers it had the 
opposite effect making 
him one of the best-
paid authors of his 
time. 
 
Seeing himself as an 
historical novelist he 
killed off Holmes and 
Moriarty, in the story 
"The Final Problem", 
by arranging for them 
to plunge to their 
deaths at the 

Reichenbach Falls, 3860 Meiringen, 
Switzerland, by Roy Upton-Holder 
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Reichenbach Falls.  
 
The public outcry over the demise of Holmes was so 
great that it led to his reincarnation in the 1901 novel, 
“The Hound of the Baskervilles”. Two years later, Doyle 
published his first Holmes short story for ten years, "The 
Adventure of the Empty House". 
 
In this story it was explained that only Moriarty had 
actually fallen. Readers may recall that a gunman had 
taken up a position in an empty house opposite 221B 
and had shot at what appeared to be a shadow of 
Holmes on a blind across the street. In reality it was a 
shadow of a bust and Holmes and Watson were in the 
same house as the gunman waiting to spring their trap. 
 
Doyle's first novels were The Mystery of Cloomber, and 
the unfinished Narrative of John Smith. He authored a 
portfolio of short stories including "The Captain of the 
Pole-Star" and "J. Habakuk Jephson's Statement". The 
latter of these popularised the true story of the Mary 
Celeste, an American merchant brigantine, discovered 
adrift and deserted in the Atlantic Ocean, off the Azores 
Islands, on December 5, 1872. 
 
Conan Doyle referred to it as the Marie Celeste and that 
has become the popular name, if incorrect, by which it 
is known. 
 
It is often forgotten that Doyle wrote for the stage. In the 
production Waterloo, the reminiscences of an English 
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veteran of the Napoleonic Wars the part of Gregory 
Brewster is thought to have been written for Sir Henry 
Irving. 
 
Doyle collaborated with J.M. Barrie on the libretto of 
Jane Annie, or The Good Conduct Prize a comic opera 
written in 1893 with music by Ernest Ford, a conductor 
and occasional composer. 
 
Other examples were The Speckled Band, named after 
the short story "The Adventure of the Speckled Band" 
and The House of Temperley, a melodrama about the 
world of bare knuckle boxing. It was performed between 
September 1909 and June 1910 by several different 
casts. 
 

Whilst a medical practitioner in Southsea, Hampshire, 
A. C. Smith (otherwise known as Arthur Conan Doyle) 
played amateur football, as a goalkeeper, for 
Portsmouth Association Football Club. 
 
He was an all-round sportsman, including cricket, and 
played in ten professional matches for the Marylebone 
Cricket Club (MCC). He was an occasional bowler who 
took just one first-class wicket and that was against 
another doctor by the name of W. G. Grace. 
 
Doyle was a good all-round sportsman and was a keen 
golfer. He was elected captain, in 1910, by the 
Crowborough Beacon Golf Club, Sussex.  
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He had moved to Windlesham Manor an impressive, 
Edwardian country house, where he spent the final 23 
years of his life with his wife and family. 
 
Amongst his famous guests were H.G. Wells, Rudyard 
Kipling, Lord Kitchener and Sir Edward Marshall Hall 
Q.C. In his first floor study the writer wrote many stories 
including ‘The Poison Belt’ which contains a passage 
said to be based on the view from the study window. 
Other descriptions of views across the South Downs 
and Sussex Weald are detailed in his writings. 
 
[The house today is a residential care home for the 
elderly.] 
 

 
 

W G Grace and Conan Doyle by Herbert Rose Barraud 
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One physician bowled out by another but does the 
similarity stop there? Some people have noted that 
without the beard Grace and Doyle would look twins. 
 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s private life was not without its 
intrigues. 
 
He married Louisa Hawkins, the sister of one of his 
patients, in 1885. She suffered from tuberculosis and 
died on 5 July 1906. The following year he married 
Jean Elizabeth Leckie, whom he had first met and fallen 
in love with in 1897. It is claimed he had only a platonic 
relationship with Jean until her death and then married 
her. Jean outlived him by ten years. 
 
Conan Doyle fathered five children; two by his first wife 
and three by his second. 
 
He stood for Parliament twice as a Liberal Unionist but 
was not elected. Doyle was appointed a Knight of 
Grace of the Order of the Hospital of Saint John of 
Jerusalem in 1903. 
 
[The order’s world-wide mission is "to prevent and 
relieve sickness and injury and to act to enhance the 
health and well-being of people anywhere in the world." 
It is often simply called the Order of St. John, or as the 
Venerable Order of Saint John (VOSJ). It has special 
consultative status with the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council and membership is by invitation.] 
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Doyle supported a campaign, led by the journalist E. D. 
Morel and diplomat Sir Roger Casement, to reform the 
Congo Free State. Together with Casement he wrote a 
report which criticized the role of Leopold I and led to 
the Belgium government taking over the Congo Free 
State. 
 
[When Casement, an Irish patriot, was found guilty of 
treason against the Crown after the Easter Rising, 
Doyle tried unsuccessfully to save him from facing the 
death penalty, arguing that Casement had been driven 
mad and could not be held responsible for his actions. 
 
Casement's was executed in 1916 and his body was 
buried in the prison cemetery, at the rear of Pentonville 
Prison, where he was hanged. During the decades after 
his execution, many formal requests for repatriation of 
his remains were made by the Irish Government but 
refused by British Governments. 
 
Finally, in 1965 Casement's remains were repatriated to 
the Republic of Ireland. Strangely, despite the 
withdrawal of his knighthood in 1916, the 1965 UK 
Cabinet record of the repatriation decision refers to him 
as Sir Roger Casement. 
 
Casement's remains lay in state in Dublin for five days, 
during which time an estimated half a million people 
filed past his coffin. After a state funeral, the remains 
were buried with full military honours in the Republican 
plot in Glasnevin Cemetery in Dublin, alongside other 
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Irish nationalists. The President of Ireland, Éamon de 
Valera, who was the last surviving leader of the Easter 
Rising attended the ceremony, along with an estimated 
30,000 others.] 
 
Conan Doyle just like his famous fictional detective was 
himself very interested in crime and was a champion of 
correcting miscarriages of justice.  
 
Solicitor George Edalji (March 1876 - 17 June 1953) 
was an Anglo-Indian, born in the West Midlands who in 
1903 was convicted of maliciously wounding a horse 
and sending menacing letters. 
 
As a result of Conan Doyle’s campaign Edalji was 
subsequently acquitted. It was partly as a result of him 
establishing the innocence of George Edalji that the 
Court of Appeal was formed in 1907. 
 
Many years later Enoch Knowles, a labourer from 
Darlaston, now in the Metropolitan Borough of Walsall 
was sentenced at Stafford Assizes to three years penal 
servitude for sending menacing and obscene letters 
through the post to various women.  
 
Knowles also admitted that it was him, and not Edalji, 
who had sent out the letters in 1903. Edalji ended his 
days in Welwyn Garden City where he died of a 
coronary in 1953. 
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The case of Oscar Slater was another one which 
attracted Conan Doyle’s attention. Oscar Slater (8 
January 1872 - 31 January 1948) was a German Jew 
who about 1894 moved to London to avoid military 
service. He had used various names before settling on 
Slater and was of bad character. He had previously 
been charged with offences of assault and malicious 
wounding but had been acquitted. 
 
Around 1899 he moved to Scotland where he claimed 
to be respectable and employed in various legitimate 
enterprises. However, as far as the Glasgow 
constabulary was concerned he was, amongst other 
things, a gangster, pimp and burglar. 
 
In December 1908 Marion Gilchrist of Glasgow, an 83 
year old spinster, was beaten to death. The motive 
appeared to be robbery but the culprit was disturbed by 
a neighbour and only escaped with a brooch.  
 
For reasons which are unclear, but maybe he thought 
the police were looking for him, Slater decided, a week 
after the murder, to make his way to New York. 
 
The police applied for his extradition on what was very 
flimsy evidence and unlikely to succeed. However, 
Slater decided to return of his own volition perhaps 
because he had not been involved in the murder and 
expected to be acquitted even if charged. 
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He was soon to be disappointed, and despite the fact 
that several witnesses provided him with an alibi, and it 
was established that he had announced his intention to 
visit the USA long before the murder he was committed 
for trial .  
 
He was convicted by a majority verdict and in May 1909 
was sentenced to death but there was considerable 
unease at the verdict and after a petition the death 
sentence was commuted to life imprisonment. 
 
Slater had served just over 18 years in prison when In 
1912 Conan Doyle published “The Case of Oscar 
Slater”. Essentially the identification evidence was 
fleeting and it was alleged that the identity parade 
included 9 off-duty policemen.  
 
By this time several establishment lawyers and 
politicians had become convinced of Slater’s innocence 
and his conviction was overturned in 1928 on the 
grounds that the judge had misdirected the jury with 
regard to his previous convictions. Perhaps a more 
accurate view was that the police were determined to 
“get” Slater who they correctly believed was a villain but 
did not have sufficient evidence to secure a conviction 
before a jury.  
 
It was later alleged, by a police officer at the time, John 
Trench, that this led the police to withhold evidence 
which would have proved Slater’s innocence. He 
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released some confidential police papers which resulted 
in Slater’s conviction being quashed. 
 
[The Chief Constable pursued a case against John 
Thompson Trench for releasing police papers to an 
outside party, without permission. After a very difficult 
and acrimonious period, John was dismissed by the 
Glasgow Police after a disciplinary meeting of the 
Glasgow Magistrates in 1914.  
 
However, following public pressure, a review of his 
disciplinary case was carried out and a report was 
submitted to the then First Minister of Scotland, Donald 
Dewar. Whilst it was not possible to overturn the 
disciplinary case, and posthumously re-instate John into 
the Glasgow Police, his role in trying to bring justice for 
Oscar Slater was acknowledged. A plaque for John was 
unveiled in the Headquarters of Glasgow Police.  
 
It is unclear as to why the Secretary of State at the time 
of Slater’s conviction being overturned did not intervene 
on Trench’s behalf. 
 
Regrettably, it is still the case that policemen who are 
whistleblowers are ostracized and their police careers 
finished.] 
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From Roy’s Collection 
 
These photographs show three items from Roy's 
personal collection. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pair of socks made by OUT OF PRINT (Est. 1984). The 
reverse of the label reads: Our sock game is afoot!  
Each purchase helps to fund literacy programmes and 
book donations to communities in need. 
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Sherlock Holmes FAQ - all that's left to know about the 
world's greatest private detective - by Dave Thompson.  
Does what it says on the tin! 
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LIFE - Sherlock Holmes, the story behind the world's 
greatest detective. A miscellany of Holmesian matters. 

 


