
1 

 

The Baker Street Bugle 
 

Contents 

SHERLOCK HOLMES PLAY ........................................ 3 

THE CARLTON CLUB .................................................. 8 

THE AUSTRALIAN CONNECTION .............................. 9 

MINUTES OF MEETING 18TH MAY 2018 .................. 11 

HARDY’S BOOKSHOP ............................................... 14 

WHAT IF .................................................................... 16 

 

 

 

  

The Baker Street Bugle is the magazine of the Deerstalkers of 
Welshpool and is printed and published by Deerstalker 

Publications. 
 

Editor...........Dennis J Duggan 
Assistant Editors..........Roy Upton-Holder 

             ...........Ian C Corke 
 

Articles for inclusion in the next Bugle should be sent to:- 
djduggan@supanet.com 

 



 

2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you want an illustration or caricature why not contact 
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SHERLOCK HOLMES PLAY 
 

THE FINAL CURTAIN 
at 

THE THEATRE ROYAL, NEWCASTLE 
MAY 12TH 2018 

 

Report by Michael Winter 
 
I was ready to enjoy this play when a Greek lady sitting 
on my left (I did not mention the interpreter!) said she 
could not see the stage because the man in front of her 
kept moving.  So she leaned against me, which meant I 
was leaning against a blond lady on my right.  That did 
not endear me to her husband, until I explained! 
 
We had an insight into this new play by Simon Reade, 
as it was described as being 'After Arthur Conan Doyle'. 
Paranoia dogged the great man after he moved to the 
seaside. 
 
The play begins as Watson gets to grips with the new-
fangled radio.  It is November 1922, and he visits the 
studio to make his broadcast debut by reciting some of 
Sherlock's greatest cases. 
 
Now to the action at the beach, which is barricaded at 
either end for fear of intruders.  It seems this is justified, 
because lying on the sand is a dead body.  Who, how 
and when? 
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Of course Holmes can supply some of the answers, 
though it is clear that retirement has taken its toll. 
 
He tells a local detective that he can identify all tobacco 
brands by smell, but alas it seems  he has not kept 
pace with all the new products. 
 
Suddenly Mary, Watson's wife, enters the action.  In the 
novels she is a shadowy, minor, character.  Yet here 
she is to tell Holmes of the apparent ghostly return of 
her son, who was killed in the First World War. 
 
Soon we are back in Baker Street, where Watson's 
patients spill their troubles from a couch and a clock 
measures the passing hours with a reassuring tick tock. 
 
Robert Powell captures Holmes' tics and peccadilloes, 
with Timothy Knightly as a suitably avuncular Watson.  
Liza Goddard cloaks a brittle Mrs Watson with an aura 
of mystery. 
 
It made for a pleasant enough evening, even if I left the 
theatre feeling that all the loose ends had not been tied 
up satisfactorily. 
 
But I particularly liked the way that Simon Reade had 
woven in so many lines from Holmes' cases.  I really 
enjoyed Sherlock Holmes: The Final Curtain. 
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THE CARLTON CLUB  
       

3
rd

 May 2018 
 

Report by Heidi Addicott BR 
  

 The first Thursday of the month arrived so time for 
coffee at the Royal Oak. I arrived to find Dennis, 
Stephanie and Colin already there. Phil was working 
and Ian has unfortunately been ill, so we thought it 
would just be the four of us.  
 
Dennis was wearing dirty overalls in a very fetching 
shade of blue-he was going on to Joan and Roy's 
afterwards to finish painting their garden fence. I am 
sure they greatly appreciate the help he has been 
giving them of late. 
 
I have been collecting dates in readiness for the Great 
Hiatus in order that the maximum number of people can 
come, so we had a chat about the place we are visiting. 
 
Karen Riffell, our newest Deerstalker, arrived next 
during a visit from Norfolk. Mum to Martin, she arranged 
for us to deliver some information about the 
Deerstalkers and Roy's Sherlock Holmes collection to 
the bookshop, ready for the open day on the Bank 
Holiday Monday.  
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Things are progressing with regards to the display. 
Dennis is listing all the books, games, recordings etc. 
that are in the Deerstalker library, in readiness for its 
transfer to the bookshop. Dennis has lots of jobs at the 
moment!  
 
A shorter get together this time as most of us were 
busy, but good to catch up. The meeting ended around 
11.30a.m. 
 
End 
 
 

THE AUSTRALIAN CONNECTION 
BY COLIN STRATFORD 

 

During my recent holiday in Sydney I made a repeat 
visit to the Art Gallery of New South Wales.  After an 
enjoyable tour of the various sections of the gallery, a 
visit to the shop was very worthwhile because, amongst 
my purchases, was the hardback book Sherlock 
Holmes - The Australian Casebook. 
  
Published in 2017 the book, which is edited by 
Christopher Sequira, contains sixteen stories with 
illustrations.  These stories are written by a variety of 
authors.  There is also an introduction to the book by 
Bill Barnes, Captain (President) The Sydney 
Passengers - incorporating the Sherlock Holmes 
Society of Australia.  Mr Barnes is also an incorporated 
member of the Baker Street Irregulars. 
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An interesting statistic mentioned in the introduction is 
that of the original sixty Sherlock Holmes stories, eight 
contain an Australian connection.  I have yet to have a 
serious read through the book, but I'm sure it will be 
well worth the 35 Australian dollars price! 
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MINUTES OF MEETING 18TH MAY 2018 

 

MINUTES OF THE DEERSTALKERS  
MEETING AT BASKERVILLE 

  
APOLOGIES   Heidi, Karen, Phil 
 
PRESENT   Colin, Dennis, Ian, Joan, Martin, Roy 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING   Friday July 20th, 7.30pm 
at Baskerville.  This will be the AGM.  Please note that 
subs for 2018/19 are now due. 
 
BAKER STREET BUGLE   Ian reported a shortage of 
articles, and there is insufficient content to publish the 
next issue of the Bugle.  The deadline has therefore 
been put back to June 30th. Ian appealed for members 
to make contributions.  Ideally these should be about 
Sherlock Holmes, but anything crime-related (especially 
in the Victorian/Edwardian era) will be welcomed.  
Please e-mail your submissions to:- 
djduggan@supanet.com 
 
HARDY'S BOOKSHOP DISPLAY   Martin reported that 
progress was being made, and a room on the first floor 
contained many Holmesian items.  At least three 
Deerstalkers (Dennis, Heidi, ian) have visited the 
display.  Because of problems with access, mainly the 
steep narrow staircase with only one handrail, Martin 

mailto:djduggan@supanet.com
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had to accompany visitors.  Until this problem is 
addressed the museum cannot be opened to the public. 
Martin explained that £150,000 was required to bring 
the building up to standard, and he outlined various 
fund-raising ideas.   It was also felt the room was rather 
small for the intended purpose.  Martin showed an 
article about the museum in the County Times. 
 
OPEN EVENING/GAMES EVENING   The Body In The 
Music Shop will take place sometime during June, at 
the music shop in High Street.  Martin has ideas for 
other events.  The open evening might also be in June. 
 
GREAT HIATUS   In the absence of Phil and Heidi, 
Dennis gave a report.  Heidi has contacted all relevant 
Deerstalkers and ascertained which dates they have 
available.  Phil will hire and drive a minibus, the cost to 
be shared between the passengers.  The venue is a 
waterfall near Tywyn, where there is a cafe serving light 
meals and snacks.  The trip might incorporate the 
steam railway.  At the time of writing a firm date has not 
been arranged, but it should be during June or July. 
 
LIBRARY   Dennis has catalogued every single item in 
the library, prior to its eventual removal to Martin's book 
shop.  The catalogue runs to almost 400 entries, and is 
a complete record of Deerstalkers' property held in the 
library.  Each item is numbered so can be cross-
referenced with the catalogue. 
 
QUIZ   Using the quiz book, Ian asked ten questions 
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about Thor Bridge.  Joint winners were Colin and 
Dennis.  No prizes were issued. 
 
AOB   Heidi had requested, via Dennis, that the AGM 
be moved to the July meeting and this was agreed by 
all present.  We hope you will renew your membership 
of the Deerstalkers.  To do so send a cheque for £12 
made out to the Deerstalkers of Welshpool and post to 
Mrs H Addicott, Marcella, Salop Road, Welshpool SY21 
7ET.  Alternatively you can pay at the next meeting. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.50pm. 
 
Dennis J Duggan 
May 19th 2018 
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HARDY’S BOOKSHOP 
7th May 2018 

 

Report by Heidi Addicott BR 
 
Amazingly the sun shone on Welshpool for the Bank 
holiday Monday last week. Martin escorted me upstairs 
for a tour and a good look at the Sherlock Holmes 
collection amassed over many years by Roy our 
chairman. This is the first view we have had since Roy 
decided to allow his collection 
to be transferred to Hardy’s 
Bookshop.  
 
It is wonderful to see all the 
items so well displayed and 
hopefully soon to be enjoyed 
by others who visit. It is early 
days and I am sure the display 
will develop 
and change especially as the 
Deerstalkers’ library collection 
will be added in the near 
future. Already there are many 
books and reading matter here along with posters, 
games, ornaments, mugs, even a pub sign. Many other 
objects too numerous to list! 
 
More time is needed to fully appreciate the collection, but 
it was good to get a preview of what is to come. 
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Well done Martin for all the hard work which has gone in 
to sorting and setting out the items. 
 
Of course, a big thank you to Roy for starting his 
collection and allowing others to share in his enjoyment of 
Sherlock Holmes.   
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What If 
by Ian C Corke 

 

In this article, the third in the series, we examine what 
Sherlock Holmes might have discovered if he had 
investigated the Second World War, the lies that were 
told to the British people and the war crimes that were 
committed on all sides. 
 
I say that Holmes would have discovered that the war 
went on far longer than necessary and that the lives of 
millions of Jews could have been saved. 
 
Most people, if asked, would tell you that WW2 was 
started by Adolf Hitler and that the Germans were 
responsible for the Holocaust.  
 
The dreadful events that took place in the concentration 
camps, which not only resulted in the deaths of Jews, 
but what the Germans regarded as other undesirables 
as well must be one of the greatest crimes against 
humanity.  
 
However, let us not forget that concentration camps 
were initially almost identical to the internment camps 
operated by the British in South Africa during the 
Second Boer War in years 1900–1902. Hundreds of 
women and children died in them because of disease 
and malnutrition.  
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Even before the war started Britain and America were 
fully aware of what was happening to the Jews in 
Germany and could have intervened but chose not to 
do so. 
 
Germany then offered to deport all the Jews to 
Madagascar but again the allies refused. Why did they 
risk the holocaust? Was it that they didn’t believe the 
Germans would exterminate the Jews or were they 
looking for a casus belli? 
 
It was not just the Jews in Germany who were being 
persecuted but also those in Russia who were seen as 
an enemy by the Bolsheviks.  
 
Wars are, of course, started by politicians and the 
ordinary people have to do the fighting and sacrifice 
their lives.  
 
It is difficult to believe that the ordinary German citizens 
wanted to go to war with the British or exterminate the 
Jews. 
 
Many German and British people had relatives in each 
other’s country and Germans had lived next door to 
their Jewish neighbours for years.  
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Who and what started WW2? 
 

 
   Stalin         Hitler   von Ribbentrop 

In reality no one person can start a world war. It 
requires a combination of circumstances and there is 
always an immediate cause and an underlying cause. 
 
In the case of WW2 the underlying cause is easy to 
identify and had its roots in the amount of reparations 
imposed on Germany at the end of WW1, largely at the 
insistence of US President Woodrow Wilson. A mistake 
that was not repeated at the end of WW2 when the 
Marshall plan was implemented to rebuild Europe and 
hopefully avoid WW3. 
 
The First World War broke out in 1914. Fighting raged 
across Europe the Middle East, Africa, and Asia for the 
next four years. It was essentially a stalemate with 
Germany eventually forced to surrender for economic 
reasons rather than defeat on the battlefield. 
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It was to lead to Corporal Schicklgruber, later called 
Adolf Hitler, writing Mien Kampf. 
 
After WW1 Germany agreed to pay reparations of 132 
billion gold marks to the Triple Entente in the Treaty of 
Versailles, which was then cancelled in 1932 with 
Germany only having paid a part of the sum. This still 
left Germany with debts it had incurred in order to 
finance the reparations, and these were revised by the 
Agreement on German External Debts in 1953. After 
another pause pending the reunification of Germany, 
the last installment of these debt repayments was paid 
on 3 October 2010. 
 
Prior to the start of WW2 the German economy had 
collapsed with 72,000 Reichsmarks to the GBP. 
 
The problem was resolved, with most of the credit going 
to Hitler, by revaluing the currency on the basis of 
production and agricultural land. 
 
The natural enemy of Germany had always been seen 
as the Russians. They had started off fighting against 
them in WW1 and had to retire because of the Russian 
revolution. The Germans saw the vast expanse of 
Russia as fair game in the desire for living space in the 
east or “lebensraum”; in reality a German Empire. It 
was not just the Russians they despised but the Slav 
people in general. 
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Post the Bolshevik revolution, which Britain made a 
futile attempt to stop, by landing troops at Port Arthur, 
the UK also saw Russia as an enemy and it was 
therefore understandable that Hitler did not regard 
Britain as likely to go to war with Germany. After all he 
was not threatening the British Empire and wanted 
something similar for Germany. 
 
Most readers will be familiar with the picture of Neville 
Chamberlain returning from Munich, holding aloft a 
piece of paper, and declaring. “Peace in our time”. In 
reality having given the green light to Hitler’s annexing 
of the German speaking part of Czechoslovakia. 
 
What they will be less familiar with is the real reason for 
the German invasion of Poland and how it came about.  
 
The real reason was that Hitler feared the Soviets 
would invade Poland, as a result of the German-Soviet 
Pact negotiated by Ribbentrop and Molotov, of August 
1939, which stated that Poland was to be partitioned 
between the two powers, and take more than was 
agreed. On September 1, 1939, Germany invaded 
Poland. The Polish army was defeated within weeks of 
the invasion. The Poles were using cavalry to fight the 
German Panzers. 
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Rudolf Hess 
 
On 10th May 1941 Rudolf Hess, 
Hitler’s deputy, flew to Scotland. 
Exactly what took place at his 
debriefing is a matter of 
speculation but the official line 
was that he came to try to 
negotiate a peace treaty between 
Britain and Germany, thus freeing 
them up to invade Russia, which 
they did on 22 June 1941 in operation Barbarossa.  
 
When Hitler heard about Hess’s flight to Britain he 
denounced it and abolished the post of Deputy Furher 
but was that all a ruse and was he secretly hoping Hess 
would succeed. It would certainly have been to his 
advantage and could have made the difference 
between Barbarossa failing, which it did, and 
succeeding. 
 
Even though Britain pressed for the release of Hess 
from Spandau jail the files on his interrogation are still 
sealed.  
 
Why should that be after all this time and was their 
demand that he be released, knowing the Russians 
would never agree to it, a cover-up? 
 
After the war I spoke to a man, the late Frank 
Moorhouse, who claimed to have been in army 
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intelligence at the time and dismissed because of his 
view that negotiations with Hess should have been 
pursued. 
 
He described Winston Churchill as a “war monger” who 
was determined to keep WW2 going until Germany’s 
unconditionally surrendered. 
 
At what cost one might ask? 
 
The deaths of thousands of allied soldiers, Jews in the 
concentration camps, and the takeover of Eastern 
Europe by Stalin. It has been estimated that Stalin was 
responsible for the deaths of 20 million people and 
Hitler 11 million. 
 
It could be argued that Churchill could not have known 
this at the beginning of WW2, but Holmes had he 
investigated might have taken the view that both during 
and at the end of the war Britain and America fell over 
themselves to accommodate Stalin.  
 
Events at the end of the war tend to support this view. 
 
American general George Patton’s US Seventh Army 
was in a position to take Berlin ahead of the Russians 
but were pulled back in order to allow the Russians to 
take it. 
 
This was a decision which Field Marshall Montgomery 
vehemently disagreed with and warned that the 
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consequences would be disastrous for the western 
allies after the war.  
 

 
 

    Montgomery     Patton 

How right that proved to be! 
 
A subsequent incident involving the repatriation of 
Cossacks, ethnic Russians and Ukrainians, who had 
collaborated with Nazi Germany, and who were handed 
over to the USSR after the Second World War 
demonstrated the lengths the allies were prepared to go 
to please Stalin. Most of the above were prisoners of 
war under the Geneva Convention and in the custody of 
the western allies from whom they were entitled to 
protection but were instead forcibly handed over to 
Stalin and executed. Even worse non-combatant 
Russians were handed over to face the same fate.  
 



 

24 

 

Contrast this with the treatment of ethnic German 
prisoners of war who were allowed to stay in Britain 
after the war if they chose not to be sent back to 
Germany. 
 
Conclusions 
 
Holmes would have found it difficult to come to a 
definitive conclusion as so many of the documents 
relating to WW2 are still kept secret and he might 
speculate that others have been deliberately destroyed. 
 
If government ministers knew that documents relating to 
their time in office would be released soon after they left 
office I suspect we would see rather more caution 
before they involve us in armed conflict. 
 
Have recent events in the Middle East been another 
example of a government involving us in conflicts that 
we should have kept out of? 
 
Has the upsurge in terrorism been brought about by our 
government’s interference in others disputes? Has the 
disintegration of Tunisia, Iraq, Afghanistan and Syria 
resulted in more deaths than had the old regimes been 
left in place? 
 
What might Holmes have concluded? 
 
If you have a view, why not write to our editor? 
djduggan@supanet.com 

mailto:djduggan@supanet.com

