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If you want an illustration or caricature why not contact 
Mark at: -  bardsleyart@gmail.com 

http://www.markbardsleyillustration.co.uk 
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The Sherlock Holmes Museum (Near the Reichenbach Falls) 

Bahnhofstrasse, 3860 Meiringen, Switzerland 
Photo by Roy Upton-Holder 
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About Roy Upton-Holder 
by 

 Ian C Corke 
 
On the 16th November 2018 our Chairman and 
Founder, Roy Upton-Holder, passed away, in 
Welshpool Hospital, at the age of 88 years. 
 
Roy was a well-known local musician and teacher as 
well as being President of the Welshpool Music Club. 
 
Everyone I knew described him as a perfect gentleman, 
always polite even if he disagreed with you and 
someone who took a pride in his appearance. Wherever 
he went in Welshpool he was recognised by young and 
old, many of them his former pupils.  
 
He was a great admirer of the Sherlock Holmes stories 
and although he would never have admitted it, one of 
the foremost authorities on the subject.  
 
Following the publication of Y Cylch Brith, the first 
transaltion of a Holmes story into Welsh, he appeared 
on BBC Television News. (see link below) 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-mid-wales-23865742 

 
The following pages contain many tributes to, and 
recollections of, Roy.  
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Dressed for the Occasion 

Blists Hill Victorian Town 
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. 

Over the years the Deerstalkers have staged many 
events, and Roy liked to be suitably attired. 

Tribute by Dennis J Duggan 

Preparing to give a lecture 
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It's strange how an apparently random act can have a 
deep influence on one's life.  It was just such an act that 
introduced me to Roy and Joan Upton-Holder, albeit in 
a rather tortuous way. 
 
Until 2002 Stephanie and I lived in Leicester, and for 
reasons that need not concern us here, decided to 
move to Welshpool. 
 
The logistics of buying and selling houses, plus my 
impending  retirement from work, meant that for six 
weeks Stephanie lived here alone and I visited at 
weekends. 
 
On one of these visits Stephanie mentioned she had 
seen publicity for something called 'The Game's Afoot' 
in the schoolroom of the Methodist church, and as we 
had nothing else to do suggested we went along - 
which we did. 
 
After sixteen years I remember very little of the content, 
but do recall trying to speak to Roy at the end.  But he 
was surrounded by people, and eventually I gave up. 
 
Next morning, Sunday, I left a message on Roy's 
answer phone to say how much I had enjoyed the 
show, but was disappointed not to receive a response. 
 
Thus I forgot about The Deerstalkers until the end of 
2003, by which time I was an established member of 
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Welshpool Rotary Club.   
 
At one of the meetings Roy and Joan gave a short 
musical presentation, and this time I did have a chat 
with them.  Roy immediately invited me to attend the 
next meeting of the Deerstalkers, and the rest, as they 
say, is history. 
 
As time went on, Stephanie and I became friends with 
Roy and Joan.  They sometimes invited us to Sunday 
lunch, where we enjoyed their lavish hospitality.  
 
Roy was always well-dressed in jacket and tie, and had 
a great interest in the RAF's activities during World War 
II. 
 
Sometimes Roy would phone for a chat, usually about 
Deerstalkers business though he had firm views on all 
sorts of topics.  But he was unfailingly well-mannered 
whether one agreed or not. 
 
A typical phone conversation might go like this: 
 
Roy  'Are you in?' 
 
Me  'Yes.' 
 
Roy  'I'll be there in ten minutes, I have some items for 
the library.' 
 
As Roy and Joan became older they sometimes asked 
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me to do a few odd jobs for them, and I was always 
more than happy to oblige.  I never wanted, or asked 
for, payment but they always insisted on giving me 
something to take home with me. 
 
It was very sad to see Roy deteriorate in hospital, but 
he remained as cheerful and positive as he could right 
up to the last few days. 
 
He was a lovely man, and I will miss him. 
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TRIBUTE by Heidi (and Phil) Addicott 
 
 I already had a nodding acquaintance with Roy Upton-
Holder, as he was the woodwind teacher who visited 
Leighton school each week. Invariably I was the one 
who answered the door to him. So, one lunchtime 
during 2004, I answered his ring, remembering at that 
moment that his pupils were out of school. Obviously he 
hadn’t been told that they would be late back, so I 
offered him a drink. I think that cheered Roy up and I 
sat with him to keep him company. 
 
We chatted easily about various things long lost to 
memory and Roy popped the question, “Are you 
interested in Sherlock Holmes?” I told him I was, so he, 
of course, then asked me if I would like to join the 
Deerstalkers of Welshpool. I am sure I expressed doubt 
that I was knowledgeable enough to be a member of 
such a society, but Roy’s gentle persuasion won me 
over. No hard sell from Roy. 
 
So that is how I became a Deerstalker and have never 
regretted my decision. Roy and Joan were so 
welcoming, as were the rest of the group gathered at 
Baskerville that first evening. By the end of the meeting 
I was already looking forward to the next one. There 
were a lot of laughs and relaxed enjoyment and the 
chance to learn from an expert. 
 
It was obvious that Roy had a lifetime of experience 
about all things Sherlockian, but never made you feel 
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inferior if you weren’t as knowledgeable. His 
enthusiasm was infectious and he introduced the rest of 
us to the most recent and historic Sherlock Holmes 
books, memorabilia and films. Being a musician Roy 
was always punctual and definitely organised. He was 
an excellent chairman who worked tirelessly organising 
meetings, events and outings for the existing 
Deerstalkers and to tempt others to join. One of those 
who decided to do so, having partnered me at many 
events, is my husband Phil, a real life detective. 
 
All these occasions have provided us with so many 
happy memories, which are all the more precious now 
Roy is no longer here to calmly lead us. We will miss 
this special gentleman with his humour and wit. Smiles 
always accompanied a conversation with Roy. Our 
daughter Gwen regularly experienced this too, meeting 
Roy when she worked in town. He always made time to 
pop in for a chat. Sunday mornings were often the time 
for a phone call from Roy, definitely about the 
Deerstalkers and things Sherlockian, but always asking 
about family and invariably ending up putting the world 
to rights. 
 
Even though Roy will be missing, he has inspired us to 
keep his society going. The Deerstalkers of Welshpool 
will remain as a tribute to a true gentleman, Roy Upton-
Holder, from the society members who came to regard 
him as a friend. 

 Tribute by Colin Stratford 
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It was in May 2002 that I first met Roy and Joan, when I 
joined the Deerstalkers of Welshpool - the only 
Sherlock Holmes Society in Wales. 
 
Seeing Roy's enthusiasm and knowledge, also his 
collection of Sherlockian books and a variety of other 
items, joining the Deerstalkers was a wise move. 
 
Over the years there were many memories - the annual 
outings, including visits to London, Hay on Wye, Blists 
Hill, Severn Valley Railway - to name but a few.  And 
Mrs Hudson's annual dinner parties, Sherlock Holmes' 
birthday parties, the many one-off events including trips 
to the theatre and open-air plays plus the Games Afoot 
evenings.  Who can forget the Hound of the 
Baskervilles at Erddig, Wrexham in July 2007? 
 
One of Roy's ambitions was to have a Sherlock Holmes 
story translated into Welsh, and this was achieved in 
2016 with the publication of The Speckled Band (Y 
Cylch Brith) a memorable occasion. 
 
Roy and Joan always made us welcome when we 
arrived at their home in Little Henfaes Drive for the 
meetings, and my association with them continued 
when we met on numerous occasions at Welshpool 
Music Club concerts at the Methodist Church.  Music 
has always played a large part in their lives. 
 
Roy was always a true gentleman and excellent 
company.  His enthusiasm rubbed off onto his fellow 
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Deerstalkers, and he will be greatly missed. 
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Tribute by Michael Winter 
 
Roy was an outstanding, talented man; bringing such 
joy to his music pupils and pleasure to everyone he 
met. 
 
He was the lynchpin of the Deerstalkers of Welshpool, 
and worked hard to establish the society not only locally 
but country-wide. 
 
Roy had a passion, and wealth of information, on Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle - and, of course, Sherlock Holmes! 
 
He inspired us to re-read and appreciate the canon.  I 
shall always be in his debt, as he reawakened my 
interest to study the stories in depth. 
 
Roy was a kind, thoughtful, wonderful man and this is a 
very sad time for all Deerstalkers.  He will be missed by 
so many. 
 
Love and peace, 
 
Michael 
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Tribute by Molly Carr 
 
I recall Roy presenting me with a prize as the winner of 
a fun quiz at a Deerstalkers 'fancy-dress' meeting.  
Considering I only had four questions correct it must 
have been a very difficult one! 
 
[Ed. Molly Carr has published many books on Sherlock 
Holmes.]   https://www.amazon.co.uk/Molly-Carr/e/B004S7ADG2 
 
 

Tribute by Ian C Corke 
 

Annie and I moved from Barnet, in North London, to 
Leighton in January 2006. 
 
Almost immediately we invited the then vicar, Phillip 
Harrett, of Holy Trinity, Leighton, to tea. He happened 
to mention that someone he knew, called Roy Upton-
Holder, had moved to Welshpool from North London a 
few years before. 
 
The name sounded familiar as a musician I had read 
about in a local London newspaper, although I had 
never met Roy. 
 
Phillip went on to mention that he was the Treasurer 
and Roy was the Founder of the Deerstalkers of 
Welshpool.  
He asked me if I was interested in joining and I said 
yes, perhaps more out of curiosity than interest in 
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Sherlock Holmes, although I had previously read widely 
about his creator Arthur Conan Doyle. 
 
At the end of that first meeting Roy told me he’d been 
asked to give a talk on Sherlock Holmes in Oswestry, 
and asked if I would like to go with him.  
 
I must say I was somewhat reluctant but Roy’s 
enthusiasm finally persuaded me. Little did I know that I 
would go with him to give several more talks. His 
knowledge of the Sherlock Holmes stories never 
ceased to amaze me. 
 
Sometime later Roy explained that his ambition was to 
publish the first translation into Welsh of a Holmes 
story. It seemed like a pipe-dream as we were a small 
society in a rural market town. 
 
There were several obstacles such as raising the 
money, finding a publisher, someone to do the 
translation, proof reading and design.  
 
It then occurred to me that in a previous incarnation I 
had published several articles on television and 
perhaps inadvisably I agreed to help do it as a self-
published work. 
 
Roy and his wife Joan set out to raise the funds and 
quite quickly raised donations from several sources, 
including one from Spain and several from America. 
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It was decided to translate the Speckled Band, Y Cylch 
Brith in Welsh, a short story of something over 8,000 
words.  
 
We were introduced to translator Eurwyn Pierce Jones, 
who came highly recommended, and after our first 
meeting we were in no doubt he was the right person to 
undertake the task. 
  
Eventually, the proof copy came back from the printers 
and after checking 100 copies were printed, all of which 
were sold very quickly and a second print run was 
ordered. 
 
Roy’s ambition had been achieved. BBC Wales, 
Television News, came to interview him and Eurwyn 
and it featured in an article in the County Times 
Perhaps the best tribute to Roy was when the Sherlock 
Holmes Society of London, many times larger than 
ours, invited him to a dinner at the Gladstone Library 
where a copy was presented to Sir William Gladstone, 
the great grandson of Queen Victoria’s prime minister. 
 
Roy didn’t rest on his laurels, and was soon suggesting 
we published a quiz book based on all the fifty six short 
stories and the four novels. “I’ll lend you my Sherlock 
Holmes reference book,” said Roy. 
This was to be no mean feat; unlike the previous 
publication, where the text was provided by Eurwyn 
Pierce Jones and proof read by another expert in the 
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Welsh language, Dr Rhidian Griffiths, this had to be an 
all-Deerstalker project. 
 
Eventually, the day came when the first draft was ready. 
It was submitted to Roy for checking, of the facts and to 
our librarian, Dennis Duggan, for his comments and 
suggestions. 
  
Only then dare we send it to Roy’s wife, the redoubtable 
Joan for her approval; and having been reprimanded by 
her for my bad grammar it was finally sent to the 
printers 
. 
2016 saw the 15th anniversary of the founding of the 
Deerstalkers, and from the start Roy had edited and 
printed The Baker Street Bugle which was distributed to 
members. 
  
However, he wanted to do more and proposed 
publishing a book to celebrate the Deerstalkers’ 15th 
anniversary. 
 
This was quickly followed, at the end of the year, by a 
2017 calendar with a different Holmes-themed 
photograph for each month. As 2017 came to a close 
Roy’s next idea was to print our own Christmas Cards. 
Apart from being sent to members free of charge, both 
the calendar and Christmas cards were also on sale to 
the public. 
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During 2017 Roy’s health began to deteriorate, and 
although he maintained a key interest in Deerstalker 
affairs he handed over the editorship of the Baker 
Street Bugle to our librarian, Dennis Duggan. 
 
Roy Upton-Holder was the guiding light of the 
Deerstalkers of Welshpool for many years and without 
him would not have existed.  
 
He passed away on the 16th November 2018 but up to 
the end wanted to know what the Deerstalkers’ were 
doing. He very much wanted it to continue after his 
death which we will try to do but without his guidance 
and enthusiasm it will not be easy. 
 
Goodbye old friend! 
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THE WORLD OF SHERLOCK HOMES 
Review by 

Stephanie Duggan 
 
This beautifully and generously illustrated book has 
proved difficult to review as a whole. 
 
Each section is interesting and informative in its own right, 
but seems to appeal to very different readers. 
 
The first chapter treats Holmes as a real person, but the 
second acknowledges his creator in an excellent short 
biography. 
 
The summaries of the Holmes stories seem to pick them 
apart. 
 
The short essay on illustrations and depictions of Holmes 
are interesting, but stops short of recent depictions. 
 
The chapter on detectives and criminals is probably the 
best part of the book, while the section on crime in 
general provides useful background to the genre. 
 
The final section on the immortal reputation is 
unfortunately too short, and barely touches on the subject 
- especially the number of Holmesian societies. 
 
Paperback, 224 pages, £13.99 
Published 2018 by Carlton Books Ltd 
ISBN 978-1-78739-136-9 
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THE CASE NOTES OF SHERLOCK 
HOLMES 
Review by 

Martin Riffel, Proprietor of Hardy’s Bookshop, Welshpool. 

Published by Carlton 
Publications at £18.99 

To a newcomer to the 
Sherlockian world this 
book brings a fresh 
introduction to the 
adventures of Holmes 
and Watson. 

The book retells a 
collection of the more 
famous cases with the 
added bonus of various 
notes, evidence and 

artefacts to give the reader a more encompassing 
experience of the stories told. 

The book has been very well published on glossy paper 
but at a RRP of £18.99 I feel it to be a fairly steep 
asking price for a small hardback. 

From my experience selling in my bookshop, anything 
over £12 for a hardback can be a difficult sell. 
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Overall, the book would be a nice addition to a collector 
and newcomer to Sherlock Holmes but only if you 
are up for paying the slightly steep asking price. 

  

THE SHERLOCK HOLMES CASEBOOK 
Review by 

Dennis J Duggan Hon Librarian  
 

SOLVE-IT-YOURSELF 
MYSTERIES 

by Tim Dedopulos 
 

Published by Carlton Publications 
at £14.99 

 
My first impressions were of a 
high-quality publication.  
Beautifully bound, with heavy 
paper and a colourful cover, this 
book looks and feels good. 
The abundant illustrations, again 
of very good quality, add to the 
positive impressions. 

The ten cases – ostensibly written by Dr Watson – are 
split into three sections.  At the end of each the reader is 
presented with a statement by Holmes, and/or a question. 
The answers can be found by carefully studying the text, 
which contains clues.  Some are quite obvious, others 
more obscure. 
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Compared to the original stories I found the author’s style 
to be somewhat verbose, with several unnecessary 
sentences.  For example, Holmes suggests to Watson 
that their visitor might like some refreshment.  Fair 
enough, but do we need to hear this from Watson – ‘I 
see,’ I said.  ‘I will speak to Mrs Hudson.’ 
But that aside the book is eminently readable, and the 
stories intriguing enough to keep one interested. 
To get the most from this book some patience is needed, 
as I found it all too tempting to look up the answers 
without spending enough time looking for the clues! 
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MINUTES OF EGM NOVEMBER 7

TH
 2018  

held at 
The Raven, Welshpool 

 
1   Ian C explained why the meeting had been called.  
Chairman Roy is severely indisposed, and it had 
become necessary to deal with items which could no 
longer be delayed. 
 
 2 - PRESENT    
Joan, Ian C, Colin, Dennis, Phil, Heidi, 
Martin (Deerstalkers) Annie, Gwen, Ian G, Stephanie 
(Visitors) 
 
 2A - APOLOGIES   Eurwyn, Karen 
 
3  Molly and George Carr asked for their best wishes to 
be passed on to Roy  (Molly is the author of several 
books on Sherlock Holmes) 
 
4 - DATE OF NEXT MEETING   Phil suggested we 
meet at the Masonic Hall, Welshpool, for a tour of the 
building.   The meeting could incorporate the viewing of 
a Sherlock Holmes DVD etc.  Date to be arranged, 
most likely early in the New Year. 
 
5 - TREASURER'S REPORT & SUBS UPDATE   Heidi 
apologised for the absence of printed accounts, this 
being caused by a computer problem. 
The account currently holds approximately £600. 
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One member has still not renewed their subscription 
despite reminders.  Dennis pointed out that subs are 
now six months overdue, and suggested that in future 
we offer a month's grace from  the renewal date of May 
1st, after which the person(s) concerned would be 
deemed to have forfeited their membership. 
 
Joan's resignation from the Deerstalkers was not 
accepted, and honorary membership was bestowed 
instead. 
 
6 - LIBRARY & BOOK REVIEWS   Dennis reported 
there had been no use made of the library for a long 
period. 
 
Dennis and Martin have each reviewed one book from 
Carlton Press, Stephanie is in the process of doing 
so.The Deerstalkers library is held at Dennis' house, but 
Roy has a personal collection of Sherlock Holmes 
books.  His wish is that the latter be gifted to either 
Welshpool or Shrewsbury libraries, but members were 
sceptical they would be put to good use.  Concern was 
expressed the books might simply go into storage, or be 
sold off.  The future of Welshpool library is currently in 
doubt.  It was agreed that no decision be made at the 
moment, given Roy's current situation. 
 
Ian C pointed out that the Carlton Press offer of free 
books was ironic, given the uncertain future of the 
Deerstalkers. 
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7 - LEGAL DEPOSIT OF PUBLICATIONS   (This 
section has been written by Ian C Corke) Since this 
meeting discussions have taken place with the British 
Library and National Library of Wales. The fact that we 
have previously supplied 5 copies of the Bugle, Quiz 
Book and Anniversary Book to NLoW for distribution to 
the legal deposit libraries (excluding the British Library 
which is covered by a separate scheme) means we 
cannot argue the BL is not entailed to a copy under the 
Legal Deposit Libraries Act 2003.  
 
In the circumstances we have agreed to supply all 
copies of the Bugle since Dennis took over as editor. In 
view of Roy’s demise the BL have been asked to drop 
their demand that copies of the Bugle before December 
2017 should be supplied.  
 
BL already have a copy of Y Cylch Brith supplied by, 
the present publishers,Y Lolfa, and I have now supplied 
copies of the Sherlock Holmes Quiz Book and the 15th 
Anniversary book to them. 
 
8 - MARTIN'S REPORT ON THE SOCIETY AND 
FACEBOOK  PAGE   Martin is in touch with a body 
which he hopes will result in funding for the 
Deerstalkers museum.  Martin confirmed he was 
dealing with the Facebook page. 
 
9 - THE FUTURE & CARLTON CLUB   Roy has said 
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he wants the Deerstalkers to continue, though given the 
declining membership, and difficulties in recruiting new 
members, there was a general feeling the way forward 
might be to combine with the Carlton Club.  Whether 
this is a formal, or informal, arrangement was not 
decided.  All agreed the core members want to continue 
to meet, plus have outings etc, as we do not want to 
lose the friendships formed over the years. 
 
10 - AOB   Ian enquired if Martin still intended to 
organise another Body in The Bookshop evening.  
Martin confirmed this was his intention, but pressure of 
work was causing delays. 
 
Ian pointed out that progress with the Nemesis game 
seemed to have stalled. 
 
The meeting closed at 14.55. 
 
Minutes by Dennis J Duggan 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

WANTED 
 

 
 

It would be better if you turned yourself in 

rather than waiting for our detectives to find you!! 

A reward, of your first year’s membership for half 

price, if you respond to this wanted poster. 

 

See back cover for whom to contact 

Or see website  

www.sherlockholmeswelshpool.wordpress.com 
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History of the Deerstalkers of Welshpool 
 

 
 

 

The late Roy Upton-Holder founded the Deerstalkers 
of Welshpool in 2001. Roy and wife Joan were well-
known local music teachers, and before moving to 
Welshpool did the same in the Whetstone area of North 
London where Roy founded the Ionian Clarinet Choir. 
Music ran in Roy’s family with his late brother, pianist 
Ray Holder, having performed on the BBC and at the 
Henry Wood Promenade concerts. 
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